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Graduates who’ve  
published their books 
 

♦ We applaud  
  Brenda Segedin and    
  Carolyn McKenzie for   
  getting their books  
  published.   P.3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life Changes:  

Jim Rohn’s Wisdom 
 

♦ His life; his journey.  
  P.7 
 

 
 
 

  New Career 

  Opportunities 
 

   ♦ A fistful of positions you 
    can apply for, in  
    New Zealand and  
    overseas.    

    Look inside >> 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing Contests 
 

♦ Are you ready to  
  become famous?  
  P.4 

 
 

 

Life Coaching: 

Are You Ready for 

the Challenge? 
 

♦ Principal Brian Morris 
  offers some suggestions.  
 

  P.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good News,  

Bad News 
 

♦ A million for my marriage? 
  Fiction  P.12 
 

Does Reading Make Money?  P.9 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
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From the Principal  

Are you 

ready to be a 

Life Coach?  
When I gave my public talk in 

Greymouth recently, I spoke about 
how some people can become a 
Life Coach. This is a privileged 
position of trust. It is definitely 
not for everyone. 

But it might be the right choice 
for you. 

If you have a feeling for people 
and you want to help people, watch 
this video. 

Start with #2. It’s magic. There 
are several videos on this link. 
https://youtu.be/bxpOuq6-
tfI?list=UUDkM4TYO_LkMeCBCdKuH1vw 

Monty Roberts wrote the book 
‘Horse Whisperer’. Then he applied 
his principles to people, especially 
those having all kinds of difficulties 
in their lives. 

‘Join Up’, by Monty Roberts. 

 
Buy it. Ask for it at your library. If 

it’s not there, use the Library   

Interloan service. 
Congratulations on making a 

start. I’m sure you are doing this to 
help your family, your children and 
grandchildren. Or work colleagues, 
sports club members, or friends. 

If you get the book and you read 
it, please write me a short 
comment on what you liked 
about this book. 

Every person who does that gets 
a free book from my personal 
library. (No, not the Monty Roberts 
book. I haven’t decided yet which 
book to send you.) 

Just put “I read Monty Roberts’ 
book” in the email subject box. 

Where’s the start 
of your novel?  

 
There’s a NZIBS competition to 

encourage you - don’t forget to 
enter. It’s fresh every month. 

 

The August competition is now 
closed and this was the easiest 
(and the most disappointing) 
competition to judge. 

Only ONE entry. 
That makes Philip Duck the 

winner, and he got the book from 
my library as his prize. 

Lesson: 

What do we all learn from this? 
1.  Just turning up can be all it 

takes to win.*  
2.  Maybe writing the 100 words 

which begin a longer story is 
TOO DIFFICULT for some people. 

3.  Too many people thought  it's 
SO EASY - I'll do it tomorrow. 

4.  A wonderful book from the 
Brian Morris personal library is not 
sufficiently attractive to bother 
entering.  

5.  *Redemption is at hand.  
The SEPTEMBER competition is 

now OPEN. Let's have everyone 
putting in an entry.  

That includes YOU, even if you’re 
‘only’ a photographer, Life Coach, 
journalist, poet, Interneter, etc. 

Here is the link: 
http://nzibs.org/forums/showthrea
d.php?t=6471  

 
Have fun writing, and enter!  
You’ve nothing to lose.   

Brian Morris | Principal 
 

Buy JOIN UP on Amazon. Click here: 

tinyurl.com/q6cvlop 

 

On NZIBS website 
Learn new skills and create 
a new career for yourself. 
 

 
 

Freelance Travel Writing and 

Photography: 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40 
 

Journalism and Non Fiction 

Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38 
 

Sports Journalism  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60 

 
 

Internet Entrepreneur   

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726  

 
 

Creative Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28 
 

Romance Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58 
 

Mystery and Thriller Writing  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50 
 

How to write poetry 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44 
 

Writing Stories for Children 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83 
 

Writing Short Stories 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79 
 

Writing Your First Novel 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85 

 
 

Life Coaching 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46 

 
 

Digital Photography for 

Beginners 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30 
 

Professional Freelance 

Photography 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130 

 
 

Proofreading and Book Editing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56 

 
Information on any course we 

provide is available by telephone: 

09 5329059  or  0800 801994. 
 

You already have one foot on the 

first rung of the ladder. Your climb 

could take you to where you want 

to be. Call Carol Morris  Registrar
 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
https://youtu.be/bxpOuq6-tfI?list=UUDkM4TYO_LkMeCBCdKuH1vw
https://youtu.be/bxpOuq6-tfI?list=UUDkM4TYO_LkMeCBCdKuH1vw
http://nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=6471
http://nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=6471
file:///C:/Users/OEM/Documents/~1%20AnthonySMITS%20&%20DalePark/Jobs&Comps_Carol/tinyurl.com/q6cvlop
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56
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  Work 

 
 
 

Brenda Segedin 

‘Theft of a Life’ 
A family’s story of love 
 

This book is the story of four – an 

eight-year-old’s experience coping 
with cancer, while her 11-year-old 

sister lives with her grandparents, 

her mother spends nearly every 

minute in hospital with her 

daughter in fear and anguish, 

and her father struggles to keep 

the family together.  

“Great book. I loved it. You're a 

brave woman. Nadia is a gorgeous 

child and the Segedins are a 

"special" family. It was a privilege 

being allowed into those treasured 

and private times.”- Sharon Laird 

"’Theft of a Life’ is an inspirational 

book. It tells the true story of the 

loss of a daughter to cancer, but 

there is nothing maudlin or self-

pitying about it. It is poignant and 

thought-provoking. Told simply 

with no holds barred, it engages 

the reader throughout. The reader 

will share laughter and tears with a 

resilient family and wonder at the 

maturity of Nadia, who began her 

treatment kicking and screaming 

and ended it with maturity beyond 

her years, accepting and 

comforting those around her.” 
 – Joan Rosier-Jones, Writer 

 

 

Carolyn McKenzie 

‘How to explore 

Ventimiglia Alta on 

the Italian Riviera’ 
Carolyn’s Italian experience began 

in 1977 when she travelled to the 

south of Italy by ship. She’s had a 
delightful, varied life since then, 

and has written about it.  

 

Ventimiglia is situated on the 

Italian Riviera in western Liguria, 

150 kilometres west of Genoa, and 

50 kilometres from Nice on the 

French Riviera.   
 

Carolyn moved 

there, to the old 

town, Ventimiglia 

Alta, in 1997, to 

live in a little 

apartment perched high on the 

town wall above Porta Nizza. She 

became fascinated by the many 

facets of the town’s history and, 

in this delightful guide, she takes 

you on a tour of exploration. 
 

Carolyn has travelled widely 

throughout Italy and France. She 

has written another book, ‘Portraits 

of the Riviera’, describing her 

experiences in Ventimiglia Alta, and 

her impressions of the surrounding 

country. Both worth recommending 

to friends who travel to Italy. 
 

You can find her book here.

Job Opportunities 

Content Developer, Fisher & Paykel 

Appliances, Auckland. 

Produce and maintain easy-to-

understand user guides for 

customers. No closing date. 

 

Temporary Researcher,  

Niche Recruitment, Wellington. 

Provide quantitative research on 

health-related topics. Apply now.  

 

Editorial Researcher / Report Writer, 

Key Media, Auckland. 

Produce professional reports on the 

insurance industry. No closing date. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

All these jobs were listed on the 

Student Discussion Board SDB 
when first found.  

That may have been several days 
ago! But there may have been no 
suitable applicants. 

Has the date expired?  

Put yourself forward anyway! 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Online Writer, Local World, Kent. 

Write about crime, transport, 

nostalgia and what's on. 

Kent Regional News and Media.  

Closes 15 September. 

 

CV Writer,  

CVPRO Limited, Auckland. 

Provide advice on CVs, cover letters 

or LinkedIn profiles for the 

New Zealand labour market.  

Closes 30 September. 

 

Technical Writer,  

Initiate Recruitment, Auckland. 

Do you have a sound understanding 

of software? Prepare documentation 

for some exciting new products.  

No closing date. 

 

 
 

If the closing date has passed, 

ask whether the position was filled. 

You could still be considered for it. 
 

 

Technical Writer,  

Imara Limited, Auckland. 

Write training manuals, business 

process guides, cheat sheets and 

quick reference guides.  

   No closing date. 

Graduate Publishing Success 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://www.amazon.com/Theft-Life-Familys-Story-Love-ebook/dp/B012YSCFJY
http://www.amazon.com/explore-Ventimiglia-Alta-Italian-Riviera-ebook/dp/B00AM8E3YE
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29287746?pos=6&type=standout&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29272221?pos=8&type=standout&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29278653?pos=11&type=standard&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/online-writer-kent/
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29284438?pos=1&type=standard&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29267242?pos=2&type=standard&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29243689?pos=2&type=standout&engineConfig=&tier=no_tier&whereid=
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Are you ready to 

enter a worldwide 

writing contest? 
 

From Grad’s Club Report #765 
 
By Deb Jones. Edited and reproduced 

for educational purposes.  

Writing contests are for those 

who enjoy writing, who have a 

competitive spirit, and who have 

not yet broken into the world of 

published stories.  

Usually, winning a writing contest 

is the quickest way to get yourself 

noticed.  

Question: how many times did 

Lorraine Downes win the Miss 

Universe contest?  

Answer: Once, in 1983. That’s all 
it takes. One decent win.  

After that you’re famous forever.  

 

Tip: Your chance of winning a 

writing contest depends as much 

on the number of entries as the 

quality of the contest submissions.  

When a writer considers how 

much better the odds are of 

winning a writing contest than 

winning Lotto, it might encourage 

you to spend some time at the 

keyboard, polishing your best 

story.    

 

Why enter writing contests? Even 

if you never win a contest, the 

practice of writing to a set of rules, 

honing your skills and finishing 

something before the deadline 

is worth its weight in gold.  

Unsuccessful submissions to 

contests, if not prize winners, can 

still be used for other competitions 

elsewhere. As often happens, 

one piece of writing often begets 

another, or at least an idea for 

another story.  

Something else to consider is the 

reputation or mána winning a 

contest can add to a writer's 

portfolio in the eyes of editors, 

agents, and prospective freelancer 

clients. WINNER goes on your CV. 

The more prestigious the award, 

the better. 

Where does a person find contests 

to enter?  

The Institute compiles lists of 

competitions for you every 

fortnight. Check the Student 

Discussion Board. Surfing the 

Internet offers a virtual 

smorgasbord of contest 

opportunities for fiction, 

non-fiction, travel and poetry.  

http://www.glimmertrain.com/ 

The question then becomes 

which contest/s to enter? The 

answer is a little more complicated 

and requires some thought.  

 

What things should you 

consider when deciding 

whether to enter a contest?  

 

1. The presence or absence of an 

entry fee is not an indicator of 

legitimacy. What should be 

considered, is if an entry fee is 

required, is whether it is in 

proportion to the prize award? 

Around $5 or $10 barely covers 

the cost of photocopying, postage 

and paying judges a fair stipend. 

Be wary of contests which charge 

a high entrance fee, regardless of 

the prize awarded.  

 

2. Beware when the contest 

organiser wants to claim copyright 

to your entry, winning or not. 

If any rights are going to be 

claimed to a winning entry, 

consider whether you want to 

forfeit those rights in advance.  

One Bad Wish 
by Jennifer Weiner.  A short story 268w 
reproduced for educational purposes. 
 

I hadn’t believed it, you know. 
Genies, magic lamps - that's fairy 
tale stuff.  

 
 

But he’d sure looked the part. 
Bald as a cue ball, black beard 
oiled to a fine point, round, 
wobbling belly. And he’d dressed 
the part too, with the big swooshy 
pants and tiny little vest 
embroidered with gold brocade.  

 

I remember myself thinking it 
wouldn't hurt to just try, right? 
I’d thought the worst that could 
happen would be the crushing of 
my dreams about magic. If only I 
knew then what I know now. 

 

I often replay the scene, 
wanting another wish.   

 

"Invisibility!" I’d cried, my voice 
pure enthusiasm as the genie 
granted my wish.  

 

I remember how the excitement 
welled up in my stomach as he 
nodded and clapped his hands.  

 

My feet had been the first to 
disappear, then my legs, my 
stomach and chest, my arms, and 
then within a few moments I was 
completely gone – invisible  ̶ 
just as I’d wished!   

 

I recalled my younger self 
running to the mirror just to be 
sure, and seeing nothing. 

 

I’d envisioned slipping unnoticed 
into forbidden places, knowing I 
could go anywhere I wanted, at 
any time! I'd imagined pulling off 
the best pranks ever.  

 

The younger me didn’t dream 
there’d ever be any trouble.  

 

Oh yes; I’d had such great plans 
for my new-found power. 

 

I'd take it back if I could.    
 

Those fairy tales don't warn you 
that genies can be tricky.   

 

I looked at the Missing Child 
poster bearing a photo of that 
younger me. I wish I could tell 
my parents I'm still here.  

 

I miss them.  
 

file:///D:/Ant%20Work%20in%20D/AGS%20Online/Brian%20Morris%20NZIBS/NZIBS/May%2014/www.nzibs.co.nz
http://www.glimmertrain.com/
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  Work 

3. Consider who is sponsoring the 

contest. Those sponsored by 

well-respected publications and 

companies are more likely to be 

legitimate than those sponsored by 

an unknown individual. Mind you, 

every competition needs a driver. 

They might be well-known in writing 

circles, but not by you.  

4. Beware of vanity anthologies. 

These entice the entrant to purchase 

an anthology in which the entrant's 

‘winning entry’ is published. In 
reality all of the contestants’ entries 
are published in said anthology and 

the company makes a profit by 

selling the books to the ‘winners’. 
These carry no value in publishing 

circles.  

 
 

 
http://www.nzwriterscollege.co.nz/W

riters+Resources/Writing+Competiti

ons+and+Events.html 

 
 

5. Network with fellow writers and 

learn about their experiences with 

various contests.  

The NZIBS Student Discussion 

Board is the best place to do this. 

http://nzibs.org/forums/  

 

6. Check the scam-busting sites 
available online. If you become a 
victim of a contest scam, alert these 
scam busters and members of any 
groups to which you belong. 
We have to look out for each other. 
Here is a site to check:  
https://winningwriters.com/resources/

category/scam-busting  

So, now we've issued the warnings, 

are you ready to check out some 

contest sites? Note: we don’t 
guarantee anything. Look / check / 

enter. Or not.  

Note:  contests come and go; 

websites do too. A competition run 

for years might suddenly cease. 

But there are always lots to choose 

from. Some require a fee to enter, 

some don’t. 

http://thewritelife.com/27-free-

writing-contests/ 

Want more? Do some searches.  
 

It won’t take Google long to find 
something for you to enter.   

 

A matter of perspective 

On the day of my big job 

interview I woke up late. 

Frantically I threw on a suit. 

“OH NO!” I thought. 
“MY TIE! My Dad was out of 

town and wasn’t there to help 
me, and for the life of me I did 

not know how to tie a tie!  

I grabbed a tie and ran out 

the door. 

“Excuse me sir,” I said to the 
crossing guard, “I have an 

important job interview, 

please help me make this tie!” 

“Sure” said the guard, “just 
lie down on this bench.”  

Well if someone was going 

to help me I wasn’t going to 
ask any questions.  

After he finished and the tie 

looked good I just had to ask 

why I had to lie down.  

“Well,” he replied, “in my 

previous job I learned how to 

make a tie look really good on 

people when they were lying 

down.” 

“What was your previous 
job?” I asked incredulously.  

“I was an undertaker,” he 

said, and winked at me.  167w 
 

Job Opportunities 

 

Backup Photographer,  

GS1 New Zealand, Wellington.  

Take photographs of consumer 

goods for a product testing team. 

No closing date. 

 

Rehabilitation Coach,  

Life Coach at BUPA, Gisborne. 

Help clients progress with 

rehabilitation plans towards 

independence and freedom.  

No closing date.  

 

Rehabilitation Coach,  

Laura Fergusson Trust, Auckland 

Promote self-determination and 

make a difference in people's lives. 

Apply today. 

 

Reporter. Hawke's Bay Today, 

Hastings. 

Position would suit a graduate of 

NZIBS Journalism course. Exciting 

opportunities in a lovely part of NZ. 

Send CV and cover letter to:  

The Chief Reporter 

editor@hbtoday.co.nz  

Closed 28 August. Apply anyway. 

 

Director of Learning.  

Nelson Marlborough.  

More a management role than a 

teaching position. Check the 

website for details. 

http://nmit.qjumpers.co.nz/jobs 

Closes 3 September.  

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

All these jobs were listed on 
the Student Discussion Board 

SDB when first found.  

If the application date has passed, 
take a calculated risk! Apply 
anyway. 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Content Marketing Specialist, 

Madison Recruitment, Auckland 

Meld creative style, quality, 

accuracy and tone to create 

marketing content that drives 

sales. Apply now. 

 

Journalist,  

Word of Mouth, Auckland 

Edit national news and features to 

supply New Zealand's big media 

companies with stories.  

Apply now.  

 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://www.nzwriterscollege.co.nz/Writers+Resources/Writing+Competitions+and+Events.html
http://www.nzwriterscollege.co.nz/Writers+Resources/Writing+Competitions+and+Events.html
http://www.nzwriterscollege.co.nz/Writers+Resources/Writing+Competitions+and+Events.html
http://nzibs.org/forums/
https://winningwriters.com/resources/category/scam-busting
https://winningwriters.com/resources/category/scam-busting
http://thewritelife.com/27-free-writing-contests/
http://thewritelife.com/27-free-writing-contests/
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29313847?pos=2&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29274166?pos=4&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29294663?pos=3&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
mailto:editor@hbtoday.co.nz
http://nmit.qjumpers.co.nz/jobs
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29359752?pos=18&type=standout&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29317847?pos=13&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
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Organisations 

Society of Authors 
The NZ Society of Authors works 

in the interests of authors in 

New Zealand. The Society is 

guided by values of fairness, 

accountability and responsiveness.  

The mission of the Society is to 

support the interests of all writers 

in New Zealand, and the 

communities they serve. 

Join here:  (Student rate applies) 

http://www.authors.org.nz/ 
 

 

How to get a job is an ebook 

you'll find at Amazon.com  This 

short $5 book gives you all the 

steps for getting a job - age 16 

to 65. Click here for the book. 

http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky 

Call 0800-801994  for a chat 

about your other career options.  
 

 

The Poets Society 

Membership of the New Zealand 

Poetry Society entitles you to their 

bimonthly magazine and reduced 

entry fees in their competitions. 

Several other benefits include a 

members-only website page. 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join 
 

 

New Zealand Freelance 

Writers’ Association 
Have you found their site?  If you 

haven’t found a suitable writer’s 
group locally, look online.  Here’s 
where you can go to connect with 

other writers – wherever you live. 

http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/ 

 
 

Romance Writers of NZ 

This non-profit organisation was 

founded in 1990 by Jean Drew 

(NZIBS tutor). RWNZ has over 

260 members (published and 

unpublished writers) from NZ, 

Australia, USA, UK and SA. 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/ 
 

 

MEDIA caps for NZIBS graduates 
 Journalist,  
 Sports Journalist 
 Photographer  
Travel Writer.  
If you’d like one, 
please send $10 and 
a letter detailing your 
name, postal address and former 
student number. One size fits all.  



The day that 
turned my life 

around 
 

From Grad’s Club Report #915 
Based on Jim Rohn’s own life story. 
Reproduced for educational purposes.   

 

I was 25 when I met a man 

called Earl Shoaff.  

I didn’t realise it at the time but 

this chance encounter would 

change my life forever.  

 

Until then, my life had been 

embarrassingly typical of those 

people who lead mediocre lives 

with not much achievement and 

even less happiness. 

 

When I left my parents’ home I 
had ambition. I wanted to achieve 

great things.  

However, life did not turn out as 

I'd expected. 

I was impatient to find work 

earning big money. Back then I 

didn't have any trouble getting a 

job. (I was yet to understand the 

difference between making a living 

and making a life.) 

Shortly afterwards, I got 

married. I made lots of promises 

to my wife about our wonderful 

future. After all, I was ambitious. 

I was sincere. I really wanted to 

succeed. And I worked hard.  

I thought our success was 

assured! 
 

When I turned 25 I’d been 
working for six years. I decided to 

take stock of my life. Actually, 

things weren't going well.  

Back then my weekly pay 

amounted to $57.  

I was behind in my promises and 

even further behind with the pile 

of bills on our rickety kitchen 

table. 

I was a father with 

responsibilities to my wife and 

expanding family. 
 

Saddest of all was when I 

realised I had gradually settled 

into quietly accepting my life of 

being poor and miserable. 

In a moment of honesty I saw 

that, rather than making progress, 

actually I was falling further 

behind financially with each 

passing day. 
 

Something clearly had to 

change . . . but what? 

 

Maybe hard work alone doesn't 

do it? For me, this was a shocking 

realisation.  
 

I had been raised to believe that 

the good life comes to those who 

earn their living by the sweat of 

their brow. But it was plain as day 

that, although I was sweatin' 

plenty, I was on my way to being 

broke, in debt, and in need of 

government assistance. I would be 

just like all the people around me.  

But I was only 25, for goodness 

sake! 
 

This terrified me. I couldn't face 

that kind of future. Not a lifetime 

of it. Not while I’m living in the 
richest country in the world! 

What should I do? 

How could I change the direction 

of my life? I had more questions 

than answers. 

I thought about going to night 

school. Having only one year of 

college doesn't look good on a job 

application. But with a family to 

look after, going back to school 

seemed impractical. 

Then I thought about starting a 

business. Now that got me excited. 

But I didn’t have any capital. 
After all, money was one of my 

big problems. I always had too 

much month left at the end of the 

money. 

(Have you ever been in that 

position?) 

One day, I lost ten dollars.  

The loss of this money upset me 

so much that I felt physically sick. 

Sick over losing ten dollars! One of 

my friends tried to cheer me up.  

“Jim,” he said, “maybe some 
poor soul found it who needed it 

more than you.” 
Believe me, that did not cheer me 

up. As far as I was concerned I 

was the person who needed to find 

ten dollars, not lose it.  

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky
http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join
http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/
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 Work 

So that's where I was at age 25. 

I was behind on my dreams and 

without a clue about how to 

change my life for the better. 

Then one day good fortune came 

my way.  

Why do good things happen 

when they do? I really don't know. 

Maybe good luck or meeting the 

right person at the right time 

is part of the mystery of life. 

 

Anyway, my good fortune came 

when I met a very special man 

called Earl Shoaff. 

He was conducting a training 

session I attended. I can’t tell you 
what he said that evening but he 

captivated me. 

I remember thinking, “I would 
give anything to be like him.”  

At the end of his talk it took all 

the courage I could muster just to 

walk up to him and introduce 

myself. In spite of my stutter, he 

must have seen in my eyes my 

burning desire to succeed. 

He was kind and generous with 

his time - and he took a liking to 

me. 

A few months later he hired me 

to work with him.  
 

Over the next five years I 

learned many of life's most 

important lessons from Mr Shoaff. 

He treated me like a son, 

spending hours teaching me his 

personal philosophy.  

Life was good.

Then one day, at age 49, without 

any warning, Mr Shoaff died. 

After mourning the loss of my 

mentor, I took time to assess the 

impact he'd had on my life. 

I realised that the best thing I'd 

got from him was not a job, it was 

what I'd become as a man.  

I was living an exciting life based 

on his philosophy and his 

fundamentals for successful living.  

I’d learned how to be healthy, 
wealthy and - people say - wise. 

 

During the next few years I put 

all his ideas into practice in my life 

and I prospered.  

But the most gratifying 

experience was sharing Mr Shoaff’s 
ideas with my family, friends and 

employees. 

His ideas made a huge difference 

in how my life turned out.  

I took up the challenge of 

communicating Mr Shoaff’s wisdom 
to others. 

Mr Shoaff had told me: 

 

“Whatever you do in life, 
study that subject thoroughly. 

Read books about it. Get some 

extra training. Become an 

expert at it. Enjoy your 

involvement.”   
 

 
 

Jim Rohn later wrote a book titled 

Seven Strategies For Wealth  

And Happiness. 

ISBN   9780761506164   Click > 

http://tinyurl.com/nrl45fz  

Job Opportunities 

Photographer,  

Fairfax Media, Ballarat. 

Shoot stills and video for breaking 

news, sport and feature stories. 

Closes 4 September. 

 

Editor, Fairfax Media, Canberra. 

Fancy working in the capital city of 

Australia? Edit for the Canberra 

Times. Closes 4 September. 

 

Senior Reporters, Fairfax Media, 

Auckland, Wellington, Canterbury. 

If you have an eye for visual 

storytelling, join Stuff's rapid 

response team now.  

Closes 6 September. 
 

Photographer, Zest Cruise Ship 

Recruitment, Auckland. 

Capture formal events, cocktail 

parties, evening and karaoke 

memories on board one of 21 

Princess Cruise ships. Apply today. 
 

 
 

If the closing date has passed, 

ask whether the position was filled. 

You could still be considered for it. 
 

 

Photographer, Duo Photography, 

Wellington. 

Work for New Zealand's leading 

mobile ‘home portrait’ studio. 

Closes 30 September.  
 

Photography Internship, 

Duo Photography, Auckland. 

Enter a structured family 

portraiture training programme 

and get paid! Closes 13 Sept. 
 

Journalist, 4 Media Ltd, Auckland. 

Research, manage website and 

social media channels, and write 

stories for online and magazine 

formats. No closing date. 
 

News Editor,  

Newsquest Wiltshire, Swindon. 

Have plenty of ideas for stories, 

features and campaigns? 

Closes 11 September. 
 

Reporters,  

Fairfax Media, multiple locations. 

Create audience-grabbing sport 

and racing stories online and in 

print. Closes 6 September. 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://tinyurl.com/nrl45fz
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/XXiK7/Photographer,13091
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/s8HX7/Editor-The-Canberra-Times,15212
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/4AeO7/Senior-Reporter-Stuff,13844
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29313631?pos=1&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/customer-service/other/listing-940027984.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/other/listing-940749378.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29315094?pos=9&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/news-editor-swindon/
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/3jvP7/Reporter-Sport-Racing,14006
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Online Openings  
for editors and proofreaders 
When searching online, search for 
variations of what you want: 
 
 

 Proofreading 

 Proof reading 
 Book editing  

 Boook editting  

 Editing  / Editor 
 Manuscript correcting  

 

Be creative. Look for spelling 
variations. That’s why they need 
you. 
 

Craigslist.org 
Check this international billboard 
of opportunities, jobs etc.   

http://auckland.craigslist.org/ 

 

Online Writing Jobs 

http://www.online-writing-
jobs.com/jobs/freelance-
proofreading-jobs.php 
 

 

 

Competitions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a go!  ☺ 
 

For details of all competitions, click the 
links and join in!  
 

Winners’ names are posted on the 
SDB after the competitions are 
judged at month’s end.  
 
 

See the competitions here: 
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=11 
 

Photography competitions: 
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=4 

 

 
 

Hibiscus Coast Writers 
Members enjoy workshops and six 
competitions a year including 
poetry, short stories, drama and 
non-fiction. Meet local writers.  

http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/ 

Selenium: 
an element that 
matters to your 

health 
 

NZIBS Principal Brian Morris 
helped bring this book into being. 
It has an important message for all 
of us. 

In this short book, David Walpole 
puts his finger on the problems 
caused by inadequate selenium.  

He has spent 50 years studying 
the effects of trace element 
selenium on humans and farm 
animals.  

He probably knows more about 
the effects of selenium on our 
health and well-being than most 
general practice doctors.  

That’s why many doctors turn to 
him for advice about the effects of 
selenium, especially the lack of 
selenium, in our bodies.  

He interviewed world experts in 
several countries who mostly 
concur 100% with his analysis – 
and his recommendations.  

Professor Dr Margaret Rayman 
wrote in The Lancet that “raising 
our body’s selenium to the required 
level will … halve bowel cancer, 
halve lung cancer and halve 
prostate cancer rates”.  

That’s a powerful endorsement.  
Please don’t wait until your body 

deteriorates and develops serious 
symptoms. Read what David 
Walpole and many others 
recommend.  

The benefits can be felt within a 
few months, without major cost. 

 

You can see this book here: 
http://tinyurl.com/nqhk5x3   

Proofreaders are 

needed everywhere 
 

 
Yes, the fee is . . . 

 

 
Accessible yes. Sorry there’s no lift. 
 

 
Our coffee may be tasteless but 

our English is faultless.  

 

 
You will be shot until you repent. 

 

 
They aren’t funny. 
 

 
And the bait is not tasteless. 

 

 
We couldn’t be more committed. 
  

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://auckland.craigslist.org/
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/
http://tinyurl.com/nqhk5x3
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Work   

Does reading 

books directly 

affect the income 

you earn? 
 

From Grad’s Club Report #778 
Reproduced for educational purposes.   
 

“A standard education will get you 
a standard job, whereas extended-

education through reading books 

will make you a fortune” says 
Ron White.  

“Reading is the key skill 

necessary to achieve 

self-improvement through 

self-education.”  
Statistics show the typical CEO in 

America reads 4-5 books a month 

while the average American reads 

1 book a year!  

Further, 60% of those average 

Americans don't even get past the 

first chapter in that one book!  

(It’s probably the Playboy annual!) 

You may shrug your shoulders 

and say “So what? That’s America. 
If I’m not a regular reader, why 
should it bother me?” 

Whether it bothers you or not is 

for you to decide. Ron simply 

shares the facts with you.  
 

Here is another interesting fact: 

The average CEO in a top US 

company earns over 500 times the 

salary of the average employee of 

the company he runs.  

This means the employee of that 

company must work for 500 days 

to equal the income the CEO gets 

in one day!  

What an amazing statistic!  

Now, Ron doesn’t suggest the 
only difference between the CEO 

and the average employee is that 

the boss reads a lot of books and 

the employee doesn't. 

However, it is one of the major 

differences. 

Now, if it is true that reading and 

knowledge have a direct correlation 

to income, and White firmly 

believes it does, then wouldn't it be 

logical to conclude that it is in our 

best interest to read more and read 

faster?  

The good news is you can learn to 

read faster. Anyone can.

However, the more important 

factor here is that you read faster 

with full comprehension.  

Comprehension is important, 

because if you simply read the 

words faster but don’t understand 
or can’t recall what you’ve read, 
then what have you gained?  

Not much.  

Not only is speed reading with 

comprehension and retention 

possible for the human mind, you'll 

be glad to know it is not a tough 

task. The challenge is in learning 

the speed reading system.  

There are classes in most cities 

in New Zealand.  

Because our brains are very 

systematic, we can actually train 

ourselves to read faster.  

The human mind is the greatest 

computer ever created.  

Nothing in the world will ever 

compare with it for speed and 

information retention.  

It is a truly phenomenal thing 

that, when fed, will respond with 

results that will astound you.  
 

Benjamin Franklin said “If we 
take the pennies from our pockets 

and put them in our heads, 

our heads will soon fill up our 

pockets once again.”  
This is so true.  

The person who invests time 

educating himself will reap a 

lifetime of extra knowledge, fun, 

satisfaction and income. 

So let's do what Franklin 

suggested and spend our pocket 

money on buying books.  

As we read these books faster 

and gain more knowledge, we'll 

look back in amazement as our 

knowledge increases and quality of 

life improves.  

By increasing your reading speed, 

you are doing just one of the extra 

things you’re capable of.  
Ron White says “Reading more 

books will spark a fire in you to 

learn even more, and in doing so, 

you will develop even more of your 

brain’s potential.”  
 

Continuous learning feeds the 

brain with new information, 

knowledge and inevitably this leads 

to the actions which create 

a higher quality of life.   

Job Opportunities 
 

Journalist, 4 Media, Auckland 
Research and write stories for online 
and magazine formats. Apply now. 
 
Features Writer, Cumbrian 
Newspapers, Workington. 
Write for the weekly Times & Star 
newspaper. Temporary position. 
Closes 4 September. 
 
Freelance Reporter, Trinity Mirror 
Southern, Buckinghamshire. 
Create content for The Bucks 
Advertiser and Examiner newspapers 
and GetBucks website.  
Apply today and work online.  
 
News Journalist, Cabinet Maker 
magazine, Cambridge.  
Write for the weekly Cabinet Maker 
magazine and specialise in the 
retail furniture sector.  
Closes 4 September. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

All these jobs were listed on the 

Student Discussion Board SDB 
when first found. We post fresh 

jobs every three days. 

That may have been several days 
ago! But there may have been no 
suitable applicants. 
Has the date expired?  
Put yourself forward anyway! 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

Support Workers,  

Renaissance Group, Auckland. 

Work with disabled people and coach 

them to live the best lives they can. 

Six positions available. Apply now.  

 

Technical Writer,  

Drake New Zealand, Auckland. 

Write health and safety procedures 

and training documents.  

No closing date.  

 

Reporter, Fairfax Media, Wellington. 

Edit and produce content for the 

Capital Day page. Apply now. 

 

Engineering Digital Data Publisher, 

Air New Zealand, Auckland. 

Process airline revisions, register 

publications and transfer data from 

the printed page into electronic 

storage. Apply now. 

 

Writer, Principals Brand, Auckland. 

Write ads, editorial, or copy for the 

web. Apply today. 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29315094?pos=15&type=standard&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/reporterfeatures-writer-workington/
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/freelance-reporter-buckinghamshire/
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/news-journalist-cambridge/
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/healthcare/community-social-services/listing-934705151.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/manufacturing-operations/other/listing-939039443.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-934852199.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-934739858.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29315228?pos=1&type=standout&engineConfig=champion&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
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Cutting out 
unnecessary 

words 

From Grad’s Club Report #463 
Reproduced for educational purposes.   

 

Senior tutor David Pardon offers 

his ideas to help tighten your 

writing and avoid redundant words. 

 

If you write using a computer, 

activate the FIND function to scan 

your text for the word “there”.  
Each time it appears, check 

whether it is followed by “is” or 
“are.” 

Now ask yourself whether the 

sentence containing “there is” or 
“there are” is longer than 
necessary. For example: 

 

“There are two ways that 

question can be answered.” 
is nine words, but . . . 

“That question has two answers.” 
is only five.  

 

And: 

“There is much controversy 
surrounding immigration.” 

is six words whereas 

“Much controversy surrounds 
immigration.” 

is only four. 

 

It doesn’t always work, but David 
thinks you’ll be surprised how often 
the word “there” points to a 
sentence longer than is necessary! 

 

Another reason for questioning 

“there is” or “there are”, especially 
at the start of a sentence, is 

because the words inevitably upset 

the logical order of information 

contained in the sentence.  

 

For example:   

“There is strong public support for 
a law that prohibits the drinking of 

alcohol at sports venues.” 
 

Version 2 is tighter 

(17 words reduces to only 12): 

 

“A law against drinking alcohol at 

sports venues has strong public 

support.” 

 
Another example: 

“There are several reasons why a 
law against drinking alcohol at 

sports venues would receive strong 

public support.” 
This would be much better as: 

“A law against drinking alcohol at 

sports venues would receive strong 

public support for several reasons.” 
This change has reduced 18 

words down to 16, resulting in a 

tidier sentence. 

 

Sentences starting with “There is” 
will force you to use an untidy word 

pattern. 

There is, therefore, good reason 

to be wary of the word “there.” 
. . . Er, sorry about that. It should 

read, as you now know: 

Be wary of the word “there”, with 

good reason. 

 

Why does this seem ‘tidier’? 

The human mind is programmed 

to process information sequentially. 

For example, give someone a set of 

numbers, eg 3-8-4-9-2, and say 

you are going to ask them to do 

something with those numbers.  

Most people will subconsciously 

re-order that sequence 2-3-4-8-9 

while waiting for you to ask them 

to do something else with them. 

Likewise, when a reader gets to 

the start of a new sentence, his/her 

brain expects the words to be in a 

logical sequence.  

 

To use our alcohol example, 

he/she will start reading the 

sentence expecting to discover:  

(1) what it’s about - the subject, 

followed by … 

(2) what is being written about 

the subject. 

So in our example, the sentence 

should begin with the subject (a 

law against drinking alcohol at 

sports events) followed by the 

information that such a law would 

have strong public support for 

several reasons. 

That’s a tidy sentence.  
 Turn it the other way round, with 

the strong public support first and 

it becomes untidy because the 

information is given out of its order 

of importance.    

Skip, Patch, Eye, 

Brownie, Chalk  
by Randall Brown 
 

A prompt, a riddle, as if a story 

can be found for these words. 

Eye, naturally, goes with patch; 

the chalk and skip a memory of 

school, along with the girl in the 

brown uniform. Maybe a school 

for pirates. Maybe a bake sale, a 

chalk-drawn hopscotch game, a 

girl with peace sign patched 

jeans and an eye a different 

colour than the other. Maybe the 

eye of the needle, a skip as when 

records are played. Maybe a 

software patch. Maybe the chalk 

for pool cues. Maybe a brownie 

point for cleaning the board, the 

teacher with his eye on the patch 

between leg and shorts. 

Somewhere Richard Ford said 

stories aren't found; they are 

made. I don't know. Give me 

these words and I find the same 

thing, no matter how I try to find 

something else. It goes like this: 

We skip school, drive to the 

Maryland border to get beer, 

walk to a patch of rock in the 

Gettysburg National Park, chalk 

up each beer into the stone with 

found bullet casings. Your 

mother still makes your lunch. 

You open it, take out the brownie 

wrapped up like a present and 

toss it off the rock edge into the 

battlefield, then pass out.  

I am alone as the day 

surrenders to night, and I think 

about how, when they come 

looking for remnants and relics, 

they will find that brownie, of all 

things. But of course they won't. 

Animals will find it first. 

A squirrel. Then an owl will find 

the squirrel.  

It is what it always is. I think 

about your mother and my 

father, the notes we found, their 

meetings in places like this one, 

and how many people have 

stared up at the stars and 

imagined them as something 

else, like the blink of an eye, 

watching the two of us, wasting 

what little we have left of our 

childhood on these things. 320w 

 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
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Work 
 

Job Opportunities 
Content Editor,  

Medical Protection Society, Leeds. 

Use your proofreading skills to 

research, write and edit content 

for 300,000 healthcare 

professionals. Closes 18 Sept. 

 

Journalism Coach,  

Fairfax Media, Auckland. 

Facilitate, coach and mentor new 

journalists with different learning 

styles. Apply now. 

 

Rehabilitation Coach,  

Talent Propeller Ltd, Auckland. 

Support people to maximise their 

health and independence. Night 

shifts. Closes 21 Sept. 

 

Rehabilitation Coach,  

Bupa, Auckland. 

Help people with disabilities reach 

independence and life goals. 

Training available. Apply now. 

 

Journalist, Fairfax Media, Cowra. 

Join the editorial team at the 

Cowra Guardian. Graduate 

position. Closes 15 Sept. 

 

Photographer,  

Auckland Council, Auckland. 

Make your mark in a newly created 

in-house design studio. Motion 

graphics work also required. 

Closes 13 Sept. 

 

Production Editor,  

Fairfax Media, Wellington 

Do you have a keen eye for errors, 

style and readability? This job is 

for you! Apply now.  
 

 
 

If the closing date has passed, 

ask whether the position was filled. 

You could still be considered for it. 
 

 

Ministerial Writer, Ministry of 

Business, Innovation and 

Employment, Wellington. 

Ensure consistency in all 

ministerial communications.  

Closes 6 Sept. 

 

Editor, Image Centre, Auckland.  

Assign, write and edit stories for 

Good magazine. Apply now. 

 

 

Trainee Reporter,  

Welwyn Hatfield Times 

Newspapers, Welwyn Garden City. 

Write for two newspaper editions 

and a website. Shorthand an 

advantage. Closes 8 Sept. 

 

Graduate Copy Editors, Newsquest 

Media Group, Weymouth. 

Work to deadline, spot mistakes 

and create news-savvy headlines. 

Closes 4 Sept. 

 

Personal Assistant, Cavanagh & 

Associates Ltd, Auckland. 

Assist two real estate agents with 

diary and email management, 

preparing and editing newsletters 

and flyers and maintaining their 

website. Apply now. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

All these jobs were listed on 

the Student Discussion Board 

SDB when first found.  

That may have been several days 

ago! But there may have been 

no suitable applicants. 

Has the date expired?  

Put your name forward anyway 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

What's On Writer,  

Trinity Mirror, Reading. 

Review restaurants and plays, 

interview acts and new hospitality 

gigs for the local GetReading 

website. Closes 11 September. 

 

Business Case Writer, Peak 

Recruitment, Hamilton. 

Coordinate inputs and develop 

winning business cases for 

Bloxam, Burnett & Olliver, 

engineers. Closes 13 September. 

 

Brand Marketing Manager, 

EverEdgeIP Ltd, Auckland. 

Create media-savvy content to 

enable global brand growth.  

Apply today. 

 

Photographer,  

Rotorua Rafting, Rotorua. 

Are you the intrepid adventurer? 

Manage and photograph 

whitewater rafting trips on class 5 

rivers. Apply now.

 
 

Journalist,  

Waitomo News, Te Kuiti. 

Cover grassroots issues for the 

King Country's twice weekly 

newspaper. Apply now. 

 

Submission Writer, 

Fletcher Building, Auckland. 

Write concise bid proposals with 

compelling non-price attributes. 

Apply now.  

 

Digital Content Manager,  

Rural News Group, Auckland. 

Generate and source great online 

news content for the agribusiness 

sector. October start.  

Apply now.  
 

Editor, Fairfax Media, Auckland. 

Help commission, create and 

shape stories for the Sunday 

magazine. Apply today. 

 

Photography Internship,  

Duo Photography, Wellington. 

Specialise in children and family 

portraiture.  

Closes 13 September. 

 

Marketing Assistant,  

Buy Right Cars, Auckland. 

Talented photographer? Love your 

wheels? Capture the essence of a 

great car. Apply now. 

 

Advertising Photographer,  

Fairfax Media, Christchurch. 

Use your creative flair to take and 

process photos and design 

advertisements. Apply today. 

 

Outreach Campaigner, Greenpeace 

New Zealand, Hawkes Bay. 

Use your life coaching skills to 

inspire people to save our planet. 

Apply today. 

 

Life Coach, Miranda Smith 

Homecare, Auckland. 

Help a young woman with special 

needs achieve her independence. 

Apply today. 

 

Bid Writer, Opus International 

Consultants, Auckland. 

Write, edit and manage bids for 

clients from initiation to delivery. 

Apply today.

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
http://www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk/jobsboard/view/content-editor-leeds/
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29384491?pos=2&type=standard&engineConfig=control&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29389714?pos=1&type=standout&engineConfig=control&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29341710?pos=3&type=standard&engineConfig=control&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/XvkW7/Journalist,15040
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-942486606.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-939594016.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/29360734?pos=4&type=standard&engineConfig=control&tier=no_tier&whereid=3001
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Fiction to finish…
 

Good News  

Bad News 
by Patrick Parr
 

Reproduced for educational purposes. 

I sat completely still on the 

couch, a statue, my hand holding 

the winning lottery ticket. The 

machine had selected seven 

random numbers, rewarding my 

indecision with a new life. 

My wife Shannon came out of the 

bedroom and handed me a 

written-on receipt.  

“I found this in one of your 
jackets.” 

I read it, but I knew what it was. 

I put the lottery ticket in my 

pocket. 

What I saw will never leave my 

mind. The happiness in your face, 

the complete absorption, the 

pleasure in your fluttering eyes. I 

won’t touch you until that image 
leaves my head. But God how I 

still want to love you. I love dying 

with you. 

“This was a while back. I wrote it 
right after seeing you with him.” I 
crumbled up the receipt and threw 

it into the trash. 

“Then why did you keep it?” 
“I don’t remember keeping it. 

You found it in an old warm-up 

jacket.” 
“But you haven’t worn that jacket 

in years. I hate that jacket. So you 

must have put the note in there on 

purpose. You wanted to keep it.” 
“Shannon, where are you going 

with this?” I double-checked to see 

if the lottery ticket hadn’t jumped 
from my pocket. When I touched it 

and thought about how much it 

was worth, I instantly felt more 

confident. 

“We have to move through this. 
It’s killing us.” 

“What do you want me to say? 
You said you never loved me, so 

what’s the big deal?” 
“I didn’t mean that. I said it 

because you’ve been avoiding me 
for months. When I read that note 

I was actually relieved. It was nice 

to know a little bit of what’s going 
on in your head.” “Well, good for 
you,” I said. “And you haven’t 
touched me since then.” 

“I can’t… I just can’t.” 

“What do you want to know?” 
“I want to know why!” I punched 

the side of the couch, my bed for 

two months, but the money 

wouldn’t let me truly commit to 
the pain. I would have loved for 

the phone to ring, or someone to 

knock on the door. But nothing 

could bail me out of this. 

“How can I tell you when I don’t 
even know?” she said. 

“That’s bullshit. He came over 
here. You must have called him.” 

“He came over to see when you 
were getting home. He wanted to 

shoot baskets with you. We 

complained about the dogs in the 

neighbourhood. Do you really want 

me to go step-by-step?” 
“Stop. I changed my mind.” 
Shannon sat on the floor and 

rolled up into a ball. Her cheeks 

touched her knees: “I don’t know 
if I can do this anymore.” 

“Do what?” 
“Us. I just don’t know.” 
I couldn’t believe it. The whole 

time I was expecting her to fight 

extra hard for our marriage. That’s 
what I was waiting for. I was 

waiting for that extra effort. A 

downpour of apologies, of tears. 

“You’re serious?” 
“It’s the guilt, Donny. You make 

me feel so guilty. And it was 

before it happened. You make me 

feel like nothing is good enough.” 
I touched the lottery ticket again. 

“Just you being sorry is all I want.” 
“But I can’t be more sorry. You 

understand? I feel awful about it. 

And if I feel any more awful about 

it then I’m going to end up hating 
myself. Then what? I can’t feel this 
way anymore.” 

She started sobbing. All I could 

do was sit there and watch. 

She continued. 

“My mother said if you’re not 
proud of your husband, then you’ll 
have a hard time believing in his 

love. And that’s where I’m caught. 
I used to be so proud of you. Now 

I don’t know.  
“Are you proud of me?” 
I rubbed the ticket, half my mind 

turning green. “I don’t know. I’ve 
never thought of it that way.” 

Shannon took a seat next to me 

on the couch. She took my hand.  

“A part of me wishes you had 
been more on your own. More of 

an individualist.” 
I didn’t understand why she was 

holding my hand. She was acting 

so tenderly, yet the words she 

spoke felt insulting. The feelings 

she shared made her closer to me, 

yet at the same time, when I 

analysed them, they came out as 

motives for separation.  

My friend had told me once that 

sometimes women just want to 

share what their feelings are, good 

or bad. It’s the sharing they care 
about. Their words could be 

cutting you, but as long as you let 

them share, they’ll love you for it.  
But I disagreed. The fact that she 

might not be proud of me cut too 

deeply. Sensitivity has to be 

important too, I thought. But I was 

tired of holding her hand. 

“So you want space?” I said, 
taking my hand back. 

She nodded and spoke very 

softly. “Enough so we can figure 
things out. It’d be for the best.”  

She sat in the same position, 

knees up to her chest, staring at 

something with foggy eyes.  

That’s when I took the ticket out 
of my pocket. 

“What’s that?” she said. 
I stared at it for a while, still 

numb, paralysed by the thought 

that absolutely everything could 

change, right then. Everything.  

Should I tell her?  

Or should I wait?  

No matter what, each way is 

poison. The money would change 

everything.  

“It’s a lottery ticket. I just won 
thirty-seven million dollars,” I said 
blankly, face frozen. 

She put her hand on my shoulder 

and smiled at me like a school 

teacher would when she knew you 

were struggling, but trying to 

bounce back.  

“Hang in there. OK? I just need a 
little space.” She slid her hand 
back and forth on my shoulder 

until I smiled back, without 

showing teeth, and that was it. 

She left in the morning, before 

the sunrise.    
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