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From the Principal

How do | publish

my writing?
Yet another
student author
asked me,

“How do I self-
publish my
/h ‘\ manuscript so it
== . becomes a good-
Mgy looking book?”

So I refreshed my research.

There are 170 small independent
publishing companies operating in
New Zealand. (Yes, a few big ones
have moved to Australia.)

Check the 2014 list of publishers:
http://authors.org.nz/wawcs0137
983/idDetails=170/Publishers

But dont dash into print before
you've had your manuscript
checked by an editor. When a few
improvements are suggested you’ll
want to tweak your mms into
version 2. Maybe even rewrite
some passages. That's now v3.

An editor can help you fix turgid
writing, simplify those convoluted
circumlocutions, avoid complaints
and litigations.

When you get to mms version 7,
call in the proofreader.

Proofreading will help you avoid
the embarrassing mistakes all
human writers make. The double

words words. Scilly misteakes.
Red tie / blue tie. "I could ov
cried.” Etc.

Q: Will your book be e-published?
Or printed on paper?

My ebook dow to Write a
Short E b o eXdplains the
epublishing pathway to Amazon,
including where to get your book
cover art done for us$5.

Go here: tinyurl.com/0a84bx3

Now you’re ready to find a book
publisher. Start searching in
New Zealand because . . .

a) you can talk to a Kiwi person in
real time, and . . .

b) the freight cost from book
printer to you is lower.

Start your own research here:
http://authors.org.nz/

This website has a vast amount of
helpful resources. Spend 30
minutes. Make notes. Collect
emails and telephone numbers.

I'll plug just one self-publisher
today. Microfilm Digital Print,
336 Durham Street, Christchurch
(near the casino).

I've inspected their machinery
and printed books etc and I was
impressed.
http://www.printabook.co.nz/index
.html Tour their website.

Check their printed book costs
etc. Ask for their free 75page
6 @ide to printing books and
self -publishing & It includes useful
information as well as paper
samples. Telephone 03, 3667731.
Email: books@digitalprint.co.nz

Don’t rush your decision.
Be sure you are satisfied with
mms version 7.

Please report your self-publishing
experience on NZIBS / SDB.

Tell people where they can buy
your book. The address, price etc.
Note: I was pleased to see
several of our Proofreading &
Editing training course graduates
among the list of freelance
proofreaders and editors
recommended by MDP.

Well done those people. C

Brian Morris  x Principal

"The important thing is not
being afraid to take a chance.
Remember, the greatest failure
is to not try. Once you find
something you love to do, be the
best at doing it."

Debbi Fields

"The winners in life think
constantly in terms of I can,
I will, and I am. Losers, on the
other hand, concentrate their
waking thoughts on what they
should have or would have done,
or what they can't do."

Dennis Waitley

"There is no royal, flower-
strewn path to success. Or if
there is, I have not found it.
For if I have accomplished
anything in life, it is because
I have been willing to work
hard at it."

C.J. Walker

"Whatever the mind of man can
conceive and believe, it can
achieve. Thoughts are things!
And powerful things at that.
When mixed with definiteness of
purpose and burning desire,
thoughts can be translated into
riches."

Napoleon Hill
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Ezine profits

You know an ‘"ezine" is a
newsletter for the Internet.

This man knows how to turn
ezines into a profitable business.

And the great news is, an ezine
costs you hardly anything to run!

Find out now how YOU could turn
an ezine into a business:

http://www.worldinternetsumm

it.com/interview/ma.html

what S
repeatedly,

ildeall vy,
to every child,
throughout his or her school life
is something like this:

fiyou are in the process of
being indoctrinated. We have
not yet evolved a system of
education that is not a system
of indoctrination.

fiwe are sorry, but it is the
best we can do. What you are
being taught here is an
amalgam of current prejudice
and the ch oices of this
particular culture.

fiThe slightest look at history
will show how impermanent
these must be. You are being
taught by people who have
been able to accommodate
themselves to a regime of
thought laid down by their
predecessors. It is a self -
per petuating system.

fiThose of you who are more
robust and individual than
others will be encouraged to
leave and find ways of
educating  yourself: making
your o wn judg ments.

fiThose who stay  must
remember, always, and all the
time, that they are being
moul ded and patterned to fit
into the narrow and particular

needs of this particular soci e
Doris Lessing
The Golden Notebook
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Work

How do you proofread

a statue?
By Jack May

José Olmedo was the most
famous poet in  Guayaquil,
Ecuador.

After Olmedo’s death in 1847
the city fathers decided to erect a
statue of their most famous son
in Guayaquil Plaza to honour him.

Fair enough.

You would expect a statue in
honour of José Olmedo would
depict Olmedo himself.

Instead, the officer in charge
went to England and bought a
statue of Lord Byron from a
London antique dealer.

He took it home and set it up in
Guayaquil Plaza, with Olmedo’s
name on the plaque, hoping the
citizens wouldnt know the
difference.

Theory #2 says the city fathers
rorted their own voters by getting
a “good deal” from some ancient
version of Delboy Trotter who
convinced the Ecuadorian visitor
that the statue really was
Jose Olmedo.

But the Guayaquil statue
actually depicts the English poet
Lord Byron!

Several notions are offered to
explain the enigma.

Theory #1 says the people who
organised the statue to Olmedo
could not raise enough money to
hire a sculptor to construct a
genuine marble statue.
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Thus he could declare the statue
to be their poet.

An important part of
proofreading and editing is
knowing when a picture,
photograph or statue is not what
it seems.

Be aware! Professional
proofreaders need to know their
Olmedo from their Byron. C

Job Opportunities

Duty News Editor,

APN. Auckland.

Work on print publications and
digital format. Key decision-maker.
Check job specs with Christine
Vickers. edapps@nzherald.co.nz
Closes 7 April.

Sub Editor, APN. Auckland.
Herald On Sunday(". Living
magazine. Etc. Check job specs
with Christine Vickers.
edapps@nzherald.co.nz

Closed 31 March. But check
whether they filled the spot.

News Reporter, APN. Auckland.
News gatherer person to work on
NZH print publications and digital
format. Rostered shifts. Check job
specs with Christine Vickers.
edapps@nzherald.co.nz

Closes 4 April.

Journalist

Fairfax Media, Auckland
Contribute to the Sunday

= newspapers, Stuff.co.nz, and
Fairfax Media's suite of daily
newspapers. Closes 7 April.

Editor,

Mahurangi Matters, Auckland
Cover the gamut of community
affairs. Closes 18 April.

Reporter, Westport News
Applicants must have a Diploma of
Journalism or equivalent. FLJ]
graduates qualify. Closes 10 April.

Fashion Photographer

Project Bloom, Wellington

Full training and support provided
to the right applicant. FLP
graduates qualify. Closes 30 April.

Professional Automotive
Photographer

Andrew Simms, Auckland
Photograph cars; edit and upload
photos. No closing date.

Photographic Producer,
Farmers, Auckland

Use your photographic skills as
part of a retail marketing team.
No closing date.

Media and Communications
Advisor, NZ Historic Places
Trust, Wellington

Seeking talented writer equally at
ease with feature articles, media
releases and social media posts.
Closes 21 April.
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Hand-me-down stories

Success is right
behind the door:
open it!

Gabrielle Zevin is an American
author and screenwriter. Her first
writing job was for her local
newspaper as a music critic*, this
was while she was still a
teenager*.

She has written several books,
the latest being d’he Collected
Works of AJ Fikry § which is set in a
bookstore.

Gabrielle attended a Guns&Roses
concert when she was aged 14.
She thoroughly enjoyed the
concert. Her local newspaper wrote
a hugely derogatory review of the
same concert.

So Gabrielle wrote a 'Letter To
The Editor' pointing out what was
so marvelous about the G&R

concert.
The editor invited her to review
the next concert (with free ticket)
and he published her review. That
was the beginning of her career as
a music critic and novelist.

Go ye and do likewise.

>
e vy

Spelling is |mp'5rtant“in every job.

AThe best thin
replied Merin, beginning to puff
and blow/is to learn something.
That's the only thing that never
fails. You may grow old and
trembling in your anatomies;
you may lie awake at night
listening to the disorder of your
veins; you may miss your only
love; you may see the world
about you devastated byilev
lunatics, or know your honour
trampled in the sewers of basel
minds. There is only one thing
foritthend to learn. Learn
why the world wags and what
wags it. That is the only thing
which the mind can never
exhaust, never alienate, never
tortured by never fear or
distrust, and never dream of
regretting. Learning is the only
thing for you. Look what a lot of

things there a
T.H. White,
‘The Once and Futur
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Life in the
fourteenth century

The next time you are washing
your hands and complain because
the water temperature isn't just
how you like it, think about how
things used to be.

Here are some interesting
legends/facts (you decide
which) about the 1500s:

Marry in June ...

Most people got married in June
because they took their yearly
bath in May, and they still smelled
reasonably good in June.

However, to disguise any odour,
brides carried a nosegay of flowers
to mask their human sweaty smell.

Today brides still have a custom
of carrying a bouquet of flowers
when getting married.

Share the bath water . ..

Baths consisted of a big tub filled
with hot water. Generally, the bath
order went like this: The man of
the house had the privilege of the
nice clean water, then all the other
sons and men, and then the
women, and finally the children.

Last came the baby. By then the
water was so dirty you could not
see a small baby under the water.

Today we still have the saying,
"Don't throw the baby out with the
bath water."

Animals lived in the roof.

Houses had thatched roofs. Thick
straw was piled high, with no wood
underneath.

It was the chosen place for small
animals to keep warm, so all the
cats and other small animals
(mice, bugs) lived in the thatch.
When it rained the thatch became
slippery and sometimes the
animals would slide off the roof.

As you might guess, it's where
"It's raining cats and dogs"
originated.

Ceilings weren’t bug-proof.

There was nothing to stop things
from falling into the house. This
posed a real problem in the
bedroom where bugs and other
droppings from above could mess
up your nice clean bed.

Hence, a bed with big posts and
a sheet hung over the top afforded
some protection. That's how
canopy beds came into existence.

Floors weren’t just dirty.

The floor in most cottages was
dirt. Only the wealthy had
something other than dirt. Thus,
we know the saying, "dirt poor".
The wealthy had slate floors that
would get slippery in the winter
when wet, so they spread thresh
(straw) on the floor to keep their
footing. As winter wore on, more
thresh would be added. When you
opened the door wind would blow
some thresh outside. So a plank of
wood was placed in the doorway to
hold the straw in - which led to the
saying, "cross the thresh hold."

And the ways they ate . ..

In those old days they cooked in
the kitchen with a big kettle that
always hung over the fire. Every
day they added leftover food to
the pot. They ate mostly
vegetables and did not get much
meat. They would eat the stew for
dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot
to get cold overnight and then
start over the next day.
Sometimes stew had food in it that
had been there for quite a while.
Hence the rhyme:

"Peas  porridge hot, peas
porridge cold, peas porridge in the
pot - nine days old."

Sometimes they would hunt pigs
and get pork, which was a special
treat. Visitors who came and saw a
bacon leg hanging recognised that
the man could "bring home the
bacon." The master would cut off a
little to share with guests and all
would sit around and "chew the
fat". Those with pretensions had
plates of pewter. But food with
high acid content caused some of
the pewter lead to leach into the
food, causing lead poisoning and
death. Tomatoes were the culprit,
so for 400 years or so, tomatoes
were considered poisonous.

Bread was divided according to
status. Workers got the burnt
bottom of the loaf, the family got
the middle, and guests got the
top, or "upper crust".

Lead cups were used to drink ale
or whisky. The combination would
sometimes knock out the imbibers
for a couple of days. Someone
walking along the road would
assume them to be dead and
prepare them for burial, laying out
the bodies on the kitchen table.

The family would eat and drink
and wait and see whether the
drunkards would wake up. Hence,
began the custom of holding a
"wake". C
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Dreamed up town

When composing a map of
New York state in the 1930s, the
General Drafting Company wanted

Why make
movies?

Work

Job Opportunities

Digital Coordinator
AGM Publishing, Auckland

to be sure competing mapmakers il d on ot : b € | i eV e |ooking forl sémesnd Who is

would not simply copy its work. down to children, either i n completely at home in the digital
So the company’s founder, Otto life or in motion pictures. space. No closing date.

G. Lindberg and his assistant, Idi dnot treat my own

Ernest Alpers, scrambled their youngsters like fragile Reminder

initials and placed the fictional town
of Agloe at the intersection of

i i
’ .t:;f)'o.»r.'mi 1)

DIESEL

flowers, and | think no
parent should. Children are
people and t hey should
have to reach to learn
about things, to understand
things, just as adults have
to reach if they want to
grow in mental stature.

Life is composed of lights
and shadows, and we
would be untruthful,
insincere, and saccharine if
we tried to pretend  there
were n o shadows. Most
things are good and they

New jobs appear on SDB Notice
Board every three days. Go there
to see what'’s fresh today.

Duty News Editor,
APN, Auckland

Requires in-depth knowledge of
news reporting and some online
experience. Closes 7 April.

Overland Footwear, Freelance
Creative Artist, Auckland
Seeking creative art worker who
has had some agency/studio
experience. No closing date.

Sports Reporter,

> - ) are the strongest things; Marlborough Express, Blenheim
two dirt roads in the Catskills north but there are evil things Requires a good news sense and
of Roscoe. too, and you are not doing a wide sporti_ng knowledge.
Several  years later, they a child a favo ur by trying to Closes 4 April.
discovered Agloe on a Rand shield him from reality.

McNally map and confronted their
competitor.

But Rand was innocent: It had
got the name from the county
government, which had taken it
from the Agloe General Store,
which now occupied the
intersection. The store had taken
the name from a map by Esso,
which had (apparently) copied it
from Lindberg’s map. Agloe had
somehow clambered from
imagination into reality.

Similarly in 2001 editors placed a
fake word in the New Oxford
American Dictionary as a trap for
other lexicographers who might
steal their material. Fittingly, the
word was esquivalience, “the willful
avoidance of one'’s official
responsibilities; shirking of duties.”

Sure enough, the word turned up
at Dictionary.com (it's since been
taken down), citing Webster’'s
New Millennium Dictionary.

And as with Agloe, the invention
has taken on a life of its own.
NOAD editor Christine Lindberg,
who coined ‘esquivalience’ told the
Chicago Tribune she finds herself
using it regularly. “I especially like
the critical, judgmental tone I can
get out of it: ‘Those esquivalient
little wretches’ sounds literate and
nasty all in one breath. I like that.”

The important thing is to
teach a child that good can
always triump h over evil,
and that is what our
pictures

Walt Disney

A CLEAN
HOUSE
IS THE SIGN
OF A
BROKEN

attempt

Digital Content Editor,
Hougarden.com, Auckland

Create and aggregate engaging
website content.
No closing date.

to do. o
Digital Marketing and
Communication Project
Manager,
Gibbston Valley Wines, Southland.
Seeking digital marketer with
ecommerce background.
No closing date.

School Photographer
Photolife Studios,
Palmerston North
Photography experience is not
essential as full training will be
given. No closing date.

Thoroughbred Racing
Journalist, Thoroughbred

Publications, Auckland

Write editorial covering
thoroughbred racing, breeding,
industry and punting related topics.
Closes 14 April.

E-commerce/Online

Coordinator

Clothing Journey, Auckland
Process and manage online orders
and maintain websites.

No closing date.

| COMPUTER
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Organisations

Society of Authors

The NZ Society of Authors works
in the interests of authors in
New Zealand. The Society is
guided by values of fairness,
accountability and responsiveness.

The mission of the Society is to
support the interests of all writers
in New Zealand, and th
communities they serve.

Join here:

http://www.authors.org.nz/

(0]

How to get a job is an ebook
at Amazon.com This short $5
book gives you all the steps for
getting a job. Age 16 to 65, this
is the book.
http://tinyurl.com/pgvgijky

Call 0800-801994 for a chat
about your new career options.

The Poets Society

Membership of the New Zealand
Poetry Society entitles you to their
bimonthly magazine and reduced
fees in their competitions.

Several other benefits include a
members-only website page.
http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join

New Zealand Freelance

Writers’ Association

Have you found their site yet? If
you haven't found a suitable
writer’'s group locally, look online.
Go here to connect with other
writers.
http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/

Romance Writers of NZ
This non-profit organisation was
founded in 1990 by Jean Drew
(NZIBS tutor). RWNZ has over
260 members (published and
unpublished writers) from NZ,
Australia, USA, UK and SA.
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/

MEDIA caps for NZIBS graduates
x Journalist,

x Sports Journalist

x Photographer

x Travel Writer.

If you'd like one,
please send $10 and
a letter detailing your
name, postal address and former
student number. One size fits all.

MEDIA

AUCKLAND
WRITERS
FESTIVAL

Take a look here:

www.writersfestival.co.nz

www.facebook.com/akwrfest

There’s a three minute interview
with the organiser, Anne O'Brien,
on RadioNZ:
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national
/pr...iters-festival

The Festival brings the world to
Auckland. Every year there are
over 100 public events gathering
together 150 of the world’s best
writers and thinkers with over
10,000 festival goers, to celebrate
the world of books and ideas.

For the past 14 years the Festival
has enriched the culture of our city
and established itself as a major
Australasian festival.

The Festival brings the best local
and international writers  of
contemporary fiction and non-
fiction, scientists, economists,
poets, journalists and public
intellectuals together with
audiences to explore ideas, share
stories and experience educational
conversations. The programme is
driven by a desire to spark ideas,
and to get people talking.

www.writersfestival.co.nz

History, Geography and

Proofreading
By Jack May

We think of proofreaders as fastidious
spellers and pedantic checkers of
grammar and apostrophes. But there
is more to check d such asfacts.
Proofreaders must check the written,
the omitted and the inaccurate
offered up as fact.

When English poet John Keats
wrote @n  first  Looking Into
Ch ap ma n 6 sdhéigotroeniused.
0Or Il i ke stout
eyes he stared
Hang about.

Spanish  conquistador  Hernando
Cortes didnotHemnever
stepped foot in Panama.

That was another Spanish explorer:
Vasco de Balboa, who spotted the
Pacific from the Panama Isthmus on
25 September 1513 C

at

o

wonder what their instruction
manual is like? A job for someone!

Sometimes the spelling
mistake becomes the news...

[As seen on Buzzfeed]

"I can't eat dairy anymore. I think
I'm lack toast intolerant.”

“I turn 13 today ladies. Time for
my first organism.”

So far, so good. Now for the fence.

il donoét Ugly vGhristnaas
sweater. And no a fence anyone
but 1 6m not going
and time to buy one. 0 Name
withheld to avoid embarrassment.

t

t

t

(o]
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Odd Bits . ..

Work

Why?

i

.. .sn't the number 11
pronounced tenty-one?

If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from
diarrhoea... does that mean one
out of five people enjoy it?

Why do croutons come in airtight
packages? Aren't they just stale
bread to begin with?

If people from Poland are called
Poles, then why aren't people
from Holland called Holes?

If a pig loses its voice, is it
disgruntled?

Why is a person who plays the
piano called a pianist, but a
person who drives a race car

is not called a racist?

If it's true that we are here to help
others, then what exactly are the
others here for?

If lawyers get disbarred and
clergymen defrocked, then
doesn't it follow that electricians
can be delighted, musicians
denoted, cowboys deranged,
models deposed, tree surgeons
debarked, and dry cleaners
depressed?

Why do Lipton Tea employees
take a 'coffee break’ ?

What hair colour do they put

on the driver's licences

of bald men?

| thought about how mothers
feed their babies with tiny little
spoons and forks, so | wondered
what do Chinese mothers use?
Toothpicks?

Why do they put pictures of
criminals up in the Post Office?
What are we supposed to do,
write to them? Why don't they
just put their pictures on the
postage stamps so the mailmen
can look for them while they
deliver the mail?

Is it true you never really learn to
swear until you learn to drive?

If a cow laughed, would milk
come out of her nose?

Why, why, why do we press
harder on the remote control
when we know the batteries are
getting weak?

Why do banks charge a fee due
to insufficient funds; when they
already know you're broke?
When someone tells you there
are one billion stars in the
universe you believe them, but if
they tell you this is wet paint you
have to touch it to check?

Why doesn't Tarzan have a
beard? We never see him shave.
Why does Superman stop bullets
with his chest, but ducks when
the crook throws a gun at him?
Why did Kamikaze pilots wear
helmets?

Whose cruel idea was it to put an
S in the?word ‘Il
If people evolved from apes,

why are there still apes?

Why is it that, no matter what
colour bubble bath you use, the
bubbles are always white?

Is there ever a day when
Briscoes are not having a sale?
Why do people constantly return
to the refrigerator with hopes that
something new to eat will have
materialised?

Why do people trawl over a string
a dozen times with their vacuum
cleaner, then reach down, pick it
up and examine it, then put it
down to give the vacuum one
more chance?

How do those dead bugs get into
the enclosed light fixtures?

Why is it that whenever you
attempt to catch something
that's falling off the table you
always manage to knock
something else over?

Why, in winter, do we try to keep
the house as warm as it was in
summer when we complained
about the heat?

Do you ever wonder why you
gave nuisance people your email
address in the first place?

The statistics on sanity say one
out of every four persons is
suffering from some sort of
mental illness. Now think of your
three best friends . . .
Remember: A day without a
smile is like a day without
sunshine. C

New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ¢ P O Box 282288 Auckland 2147 N.Z.
Telephone: 0800 80 1994 ¢ www.nzibs.co.nz ¢ Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz

Job Opportunities

SOP Writer,* AWF, Manukau
Seeking SOP Writer with quality
management understanding and
experience. No closing date.
*Standard Operating Procedures

Journalist, Canterbury
Farming, Christchurch

Would suit a junior to intermediate
grade reporter with a rural
background or interest in the
farming community.

No closing date.

Managing Editor,
Castleford Media, Auckland
Run a team of writers, editors,
®@dRarchers and designers.

No closing date.

Communications Advisor

NZ Tertiary College, Auckland
Requires exceptional writing,
editing and oral communication
skills. No closing date.

Product Photographer,
Pumpkin Patch, Auckland
Requires confident studio
photography and lighting skills.
No closing date.

Sub-Editor, Madison
Recruitment, Auckland
Ensure copy is grammatically
correct, factual and follows style
guidelines. No closing date.

Business Journalist, Radio NZ,
Auckland

Provide in-depth coverage and
analysis of the business issues that
matter. Closes 14 April.

Editor, Mahurangi Matters,
Auckland

Sub-editing experience would be
an advantage. Closes 18 April.

Sundays Editor, Fairfax Media,
Auckland

Drive the big stories that set the
national news agenda.

Closes 6 April.

Editorial Production Managers,
Fairfax Media, National

Manage virtual editorial production
teams throughout NZ.

Closes 6 April.

Rehabilitation Coach, Laura
Fergusson, Auckland
Provide hands-on coaching and
facilitate basic skills for living.
No closing date.
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Writing Tips.

Online Openings
for editors and proofreaders

When searching online, search
for variations of what you want,

1 Proof reading

1 Book editing

1 Editing

1 Manuscript correcting
Get creative. Look for variations.

Craigslist.org

Check this international billboard
of opportunities, jobs etc.
http://auckland.craigslist.org/

Online Writing Jobs
http://www.online-writing-
jobs.com/jobs/freelance-
proofreading-jobs.php

Virtual Vocations

The whole spectrum of vocations
is here — so use a targeted search
to find your specialty.

http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs

You'll probably have better English
than the boss.

“You can never be overdressed
or overeducated.”

— Oscar Wilde

“You educate a man; you
educate a man. You educate a
woman; you educate a whole
generation.”

— Brigham Young

“The world is a book and
those who do not travel

read only one page.”

— Augustine of Hippo
“Whatever the cost of our
libraries, the price is cheap
compared to that of an
ignorant nation.”

— Walter Cronkite

iFreelance
Advertise your services here:
http://www.ifreelance.com/

Freelance Writing Gigs
Online references, contract jobs
and plenty of contacts.
http://FreelanceWritingGigs.com

Freelance Writing

This site gives links to writing,
proofreading and editing work:
http://FreelanceWriting.com

Elance.com
https://www.elance.com/q/find-
work/online-work-overview/

Odesk.com
www.odesk.com

Trying Too Hard

There’s nothing less impressive
than someone trying to be
impressive. There's nothing less
funny than someone trying to be
funny. Eloquence doesn’t impress
anyone except for the person
trying so hard to be eloquent.

Look for places in your story
where you were trying to be funny,
or clever, and change those
sections, or remove them.

Some writers shoot for humour
by writing things like, “she joked,”
“he quipped,” “he mentioned in his
usual fun-loving way,” and so on.
Don’t fall into this trap. If your
dialogue is really funny, you don't
need to point that out to your
readers. (And if it's not as funny as
you'd intended, you don’t need to
draw attention to the fact.)

Some authors resort to using a
profusion of speaker attributions.
Their characters chortle, grunt,
exclaim, reiterate, gasp, howl, hiss
and bark. Readers get it. They
know you own a thesaurus. Just
tell the story. He said is fine.

You should also avoid antiquated
or obscure words unless they're
necessary for maintaining your
voice, or for vyour character
development.

This isn't to say you can’t write
incisive, challenging prose, but any
time the meaning of an unfamiliar
word isn't immediately obvious
within the context of the story,
choose another word that won't
trip up readers. This is especially
true as you build toward the
climax, since the pace of the story
needs to steadily increase.

Similarly, avoid the temptation to
impress your readers with your
research, or your plot structure.

When readers pick up your book
they’re not preparing for a spelling
bee or a doctoral dissertation or a
medical exam; they’re hoping for
an entertaining, believable story
that will transport them to another
world and move them at a deep,
emotional level.

Textbook literary devices fall
under this same umbrella—they’re
too contrived.

Writing something like, “She
cautiously closed the closet door
and crept across the carpet,”
might have impressed your English
teachers but it does nothing to
serve readers of today’s
marketable fiction.

As soon as readers notice the
alliteration they’ll be distracted—
and whether they’re counting up
the number of times you used the
letter C, or rolling their eyes at
your attempt to be clever, they've
momentarily disengaged from your
story. And that’s the last thing you
want them to do.

Believe it or not, you don’t
want readers to admire your
writing: You want them to be so
engaged in the story itself that
they don’t notice the way you use
words to shape it.

Anything that jars readers loose
from the grip of the story needs to
go, even if it seems ‘literary’.
Weed out figures of speech that
don’t serve the mood of the scene.

For example, if you're curled up
with a book and are deep in the
midst of a chapter about an
airplane hijacking, you wouldn’t
appreciate, “The clouds outside the
window were castles in the sky”.

Not only does the superfluous
description undermine the
suspense, but castles carry a
positive connotation that further
disrupts the tension. If you can't
resist the urge to use a figure of
speech when writing a scene like
this, choose one that accentuates
the mood: "“The jet plummeted
through the dungeon of clouds.”

Over the years I've heard of
authors who've written books
without punctuation, or without
the word ‘'said’, or without
quotation marks, or by using an
exact predetermined number of
words. To each his own.

But when these artificial
constraints become more
important to the author than the
reader’s experience with the story,
readers will biff the book.

If your writing style gets in the
way of the story by causing
readers to question what'’s
happening, analyse your writing.
Scroll back to earlier sections to
understand the context.

You want your writing to be an
invisible membrane between your
readers and your story. Any time
you draw attention to the narrative
tools at your disposal you insert
yourself into the story and cause
readers to notice the barrier.

It may seem counterintuitive, yet
most authors looking to improve
their craft need to cut back on the
devices and techniques they use
rather than add more. C
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Work

Everyday
differences

Yes, there is a difference
between everyday and every day.
"Every day" and "everyday" are
not the same thing.

We are misspelling the one and

losing the other and gaining
nothing in the process but a
pointless complication of the

English language.

"Every day" means a certain
thing happens every single day -
for instance, "she eats cornflakes
every day", or '"every day we
watch the TV news at six o'clock".

Similarly,
the gym",
pay rent",
to Akaroa".

The construction is adverbial -
"daily", "weekly", "monthly" and
"yearly" could be used instead in
these examples.

"every week he goes to
"every month I have to
and "every year we go

"Everyday" is an adjective
meaning common or ordinary.
Thus, "fireworks displays are
everyday events in China" and

"violence on the news is such an
everyday thing we hardly notice
it".

This term is quickly falling out of
use because so many writers,
particularly in the media, are using
it to replace "every day" that we
are either forgetting or never knew
what the difference is.

It's easy enough to see how the
mistake can be made; we are
talking about the difference of only
a space (which you can't readily
see as a character) between two
otherwise identical expressions,
and the distinction between them
is not always clear.

For instance it would be correct,
although clumsy, to say the
postman you see every day in your
street is an everyday sight.

But we are losing a word through
this laziness, and the effort of
keeping it is not so very much -
putting in a single space.

So make it an everyday choice:
every day!

O%AOAAQEI T
weapon which you can use to
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Our NZIBS website

“You can learn new skills and make
a new career for yourself. Please
pass on our website URL to your
friends. Thanks.” Brian Morris

Proofreading & Book Editing
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=56

Freelance Travel Writing &
Photography:
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40

Journalism & NonFiction Writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=38

Sports Journalism
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=60

Creative Writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=28

Romance Writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=58

Mystery & Thriller Writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page _id=50

How to write poetry
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=44

Writing Stories for Children
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=83

Writing Short Stories
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=79

Writing Your First Novel
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=85

Internet Entrepreneur
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726

Life Coaching
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page id=46

Digital Photography Beginners
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30

Freelance Photography
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130

Information on any course we
provide is available by telephone:

0800 801994.

You already have one foot on the first
tgng of llfes ladder Your'&llmb cquld
ke yo t st s Ol

Call Carol Morris , Registrar.

80
Al A

New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ¢ P O Box 282288 Auckland 2147 N.Z.
Telephone: 0800 80 1994 ¢ www.nzibs.co.nz ¢ Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz

Job Opportunities

Deputy Editor, New Idea,
Auckland

Requires networking and writing
skills, a keen eye for magazine
design and photos.

No closing date.

Media Relations Specialist,
Hays, Wellington

Handle media enquiries and
pitch stories to journalists.
No closing date.

Programme Producer |
Journalist, Radio NZ, Auckland
Seeking journalists who are full of
ideas and ways to turn them into
exciting radio. Closes 13 April.

Business Journalist, Radio Nz,
Auckland

Provide in-depth coverage and
analysis of the business issues
that matter. Closes 14 April.

Deputy Editor
New Idea, Auckland

Requires news sense, networking
and writing skills, and a keen eye
for magazine design and photos.
No closing date.

Photoshop Expert

APN, Auckland

Join® the team responsible for
image correction, clear cutting and
quality control of images in the
Herald. Closes 28 March.

We post new jobs on SDB three
times a week so they're always
fresh. Make a habit of looking
there every other day.

Court Reporter

Ministry of Justice, National
Accuracy, grammar, spelling and
attention to detail in written
English are essential requirements.
Closes 4 April.

Journalist, Fairfax Media,
Auckland

Contribute to the Sunday
newspapers, Stuff.co.nz, and
Fairfax Media's suite of daily
newspapers. Closes 7 April.

Content Manager
Admission, Auckland

Write, edit and proofread site
content and maintain site
standards. No closing date.
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Groups to join

Competitions

International

Writers’ Workshop

Meets on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month, February to November
inclusive, at the Lake House Arts
Centre, Takapuna, Auckland.
http://www.iww.co.nz/

Hibiscus Coast Writers
Members enjoy workshops and six
competitions a year including
poetry, short stories, drama and
non-fiction. Meet local writers.

The Story Mint

Participate in a serial here:

http://thestorymint.com/stonyery
You can add one chapter of up to
500 words to the latest serial.

Put your name down for a slot
and write 480 -500 words to carry
the story forward. Have fun.

(That makes you on on-line author.)

The Fish Awards
Short Story and Poetry

http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.Congtories on any theme written in

Photography Clubs

They are everywhere - nationwide.
Photography clubs keep you up to
date with events, seminars,
competitions, and more.

NZ Photographic Society details:

http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs _map.htms!

Kiwi Write 4 Kids

Kiwi Write4Kidz is an organisation
for adults who like to write tales
for children. If you want to learn
more about technique, look here:
http://www.kiwiwrited4kidz.co.nz/

A teenage boy had just passed his
driving test and inquired of his
father as to when they could discuss
his use of the family car.

His father said he'd make a deal
with his son: "You bring your grades
up from a C to a B minimum, study
your Bible an hour a day, and get
your hair cut. Then we'll talk about
the car.'

The boy thought about that for a
moment, decided he'd settle for the
offer, and they agreed on it.

After about six weeks his father said,
'Son, you've brought your grades up
and I've observed that you have
been studying your Bible, but I'm
disappointed you haven't had your
hair cut.

The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've
been thinking about that. I've
noticed in my studies of the Bible
that Samson had long hair, John the
Baptist had long hair, Moses had
long hair... and there's even strong
evidence that Jesus had long hair.'
His father replied, 'That may be so.
Did you also notice they all walked
everywher e t hey went

English, maximum 5,000 words.

The 2014 competitions will be
open soon. Details here:

http://www.fishpublishing.com/wri
ting-contest-competition.php

83rd ANNUAL
WRITING
COMPETITION

Writer's Digest has been shining
a spotlight on new writers in all
genres through its Annual Writing
Competition for over 80 years.

You can enter their 83rd Annual
Writing Competition for your
chance to win and have your work
seen by US editors and agents!
The winning entries of this writing
contest will also be on display in
the 83rd Annual Writer's Digest
Competition Collection.

Early-Bird Entry Deadline:
5 May 2014

http://www.writersdigest.com/com
petitions/writers-digest-annual-
competition

Photo Competitions

More than 200 competitions
are listed here:

http://www.photographycompetitions.net

Among them all, there will be at
least ONE you'll like. Enter it.

You only have to win once to be
famous, like Lorraine Downes!

GLIMMER TRAIN

(
= O
-——""i

VERY SHORT FICTION
Entries Open NOW!

Entrant guidelines:

Open to all subjects, all themes,
and all writers.

Maximum length for this category
is 3,000 words.

Held quarterly:

Open to submissions in APRIL,
JULY, OCTOBER, and JANUARY.

Next deadline: April 30.

http://www.glimmertrain.com/writguidl.html

Round Numbers

Letter to The Times,
17 June 1978:

Sir,
It is not only dates that make
nice patterns of numbers.

Some years ago | was bringing
a destroyerHMS Jervishome
from the Far East andwas
required to report my position
twice a day.

One evening, | saw that we
would be passing close to whef
the Greenwich Meridian cuts thg
Equator so arranged to arrive
there dead on midnight. Once
there | altered course to due
North and stopped engines so
my position signal read:

At 0000 my position Latitude
00 A0 O NjN, Longi
Course 000°. Speed 0.

| had considered saying | was
AiINowher® but thought

(probably correctly) that Their
Lordships would not be amuseq

Yours faithfully,
ClaudEdgarDickens
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Student & Graduate Discussion Board

Work

t 0s not

In May 2009 Janine Sugawara
sued the maker of Cap’n Crunch
with Crunch Berries, alleging
that the reference to said berries
suggested a significant level of
fruit in the product.

Competitions |

Only later, she charged, would a
consumer learn to her dismay that
: what had appeared to be berries
were in fact just brightly coloured
\ cereal balls.

Sugawara also noted in her
complaint that the product’'s box
displayed a picture of a man
(dressed in a uniform, no less)
aggressively “thrusting a spoonful
of ‘Crunchberries’ at the
prospective buyer.”

Haveago! [

For details of all competitions,
click the links and join in!

Wi nner sd name 2nthe e
SDB after the competitions are
judged at mont hdéds e

D J e megsage was reinforced, she
said, by other marketing
nrgpresenting the product as a
“combination of Crunch biscuits
and colourful red, purple, teal and
green berries.” In truth, she
learned, the product contained
“no [real] berries of any kind.”

See the competitions here:
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=11

Photography competitions:
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=4

Robert V

Photography tutor

If you're sending in photos for
assignments, or for challenges
or competitions, please
remember to give these
important details:

She came unstuck, in court:

. . . t he
contains t he wo+ d
does so only in conjunction with
the descriptive

AThis Court i s
has Plaintiff alleged the existence
of, any actual fruit refer  red to as a
6crunchberry. o
6Crunchberriesd
[box] are round, crunchy, brightly
coloured cereal balls, and the

no

1 Aperture setting 1

including why you [box] clearly
h that Product cont ains
chose that one & oat

1 Shutter speed i
including why you
chose that one

consumer woul d not be deceived
into believing that the [box]
contained a fruit that does not

t

Further motT e,
d e p i DutyeNews Editor; APN.

Pod @pportunitigs| 't

Web Content Manager/Proofer,
Albany

Organise and present information
clearly and concisely according to
specified style. No closing date.

Reporter, Westport News
Applicants must have a Diploma of
Journalism or equivalent.

Closes 10 April.

Hindi Language
Journalist/Editor

MASTI FM, Manukau

Prepare, rewrite and edit copy to
improve readability of an English
newspaper and a Hindi magazine.
No closing date.

Editorial Process
Administrator, Drake, Auckland
Liaise with the director, authors
and editors to ensure that high
grade papers are commissioned.
No closing date.

Technical Writer,

Global Attract, Christchurch
Proofread, create and maintain key
documents and release notes.

No closing date.

chal | en gg8ithr, RéWh&iMedid,%Auckland
O Bofnfsdiof, Sclrate, copyedit and

manage digital content, primarily

ter m ey ehE BB BhBtogfapher title and

HWEIt& aphé, but Jisb with

New Zealand Geographic.

No closing date.
t he

Auckland. Multi-skilled person to
work on print publications and

st at e gigital formatafou dedide what IS
6 s war & N@Thnews ete.oGheck job with
cereal 6 é. Thu £hristine Viekers.Closeb ¥ April.

edapps@nzherald.co.nz

Website Content Curator,

exist. €& So far as nzdocor.canz; Auckland
'sl'h:eizp::;utrﬁeatr‘ll\(l:lotfrfoz?utter been made aware, there is no such Ideally you will be up with social
5P : fruit growing in the wild or media and digital trends.
important aspects of making a ) . -
occurring naturally in any part of No closing date.
photograph so they deserve t h L d . ¢
serious consideration. e wor - 0 Photographic Post Producer
The photography tutor can help Al n t his case [ tand DigitalbRetoucher, Tandem
you better if you give reasons contin u e d ] é it i s Photography, North Canterbury
for choosing specific settings. impossible for Plaintiff to file an Experience in large format printing
amended complaint stating a claim would be desirable. No closing
based upon these facts. date.
AA good head and igbe duheiavrat aff ¢ he_instant claim

would require this Court to ignore
all concepts of personal
responsibility and common sense.

always a formidable combination.
But when you add to that a literate

tongue or pen, then you have AiThe Cosrno intengion of

something very Ri€GwRhdg @ hat to

q
Nel son Mandel a
So there! C

New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ¢ P O Box 282288 Auckland 2147 N.Z.
Telephone: 0800 80 1994 ¢ www.nzibs.co.nz ¢ Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz

If the closing date has passed,
make contact. Ask whether the
position was filled. You could still

h a p getiucky.
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Fiction to finish...

The Cactus

by O. Henry
Reproduced for educational purposes.

he most notable thing aboume

is that it is so purely relative.

Much reminiscence is, by
common consent, conceded to the
drowning man; and itmay well be
possible to reviewan entire courtship
while removing oné gloves.

That is what Trysdale was doing,
standing by a table in his bachelor
apartments. On the table stood a
solitarygreen plant in a red earthen jar.
The plant was one of the species of
cacti, with long, tentadar leaves that
swayedin the slightest breeze with a
peculiar beckoning motion.

Trysdaleés friend, the brother of the
bride, stood at a sideboard complaining
at being allowed to drink alone. Both
men were in evening dress. White
favours like stars upontheir coats
shone through the gloom of the
apartment.

As he slowly unbuttoned his gloves, there
passed through Trysdée mind a swift,
scarifying retrospect of the last few hours. It
seemed that in his nostritee scent of the
flowers that had been barken odorous
masses about the churebmained in his
nostrils; in his earswas the hum of wel
bred voics, the rustle of crisp garments
and, most insistently recurring, the drawling
words ofaminister binding her to another.

From this last hopeless poiof view he
still strove, as if it had become a habit of his
mind, to reach some conjecture as to why
and how he had lost her. Shaken rudely by
the uncompromising fact, he had suddenly
found himself confronted by a thing he had
never before facedhis inner self.

He saw all the garbs of pretence and
egoism he had worn now turn to rags of
folly. He shuddered at the thought that to
others, before now, the garments of his soul
must have appeared sorry and threadbare.

As she had slowly moved up the aisle
towad the altar he had felt an unworthy,
sullen exultation that had served to support
him. He had told himself that her paleness
was from thoughts of another than the man
to whom she was about to give herself. But
even that poor consolation had been
wrenchedrom him.

Hedd seenthat swift, limpid, upward look
she gave the man when he took her hand

Once that same look had been raised to
him, and he had gauged its meaning.
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Indeed, his conceit had crumbled; its last
prop was gone. Why had it ended thus?

There had been no quarrel between them,

nothing

For the thousandth time hemarshalled
in his mind theevents of those last few days
before the tide had so suddenly turned.

She had always insisted upon placing him
upon a pedestakheéd burned avery sweet
incense before him; so modest (he told
himself); so childlike and worshipful, and
(he would once haveworn) so sincere. She
had invested him witta hugenumber 6
high attributes and excellees and talents,

came to the door and left the strange cactu
in the red earthen jar. There was no
message, merely a tag upon the plant
bearing a barbarous foreign or botanical
name.

He waited until night, but her answer did
not comeA large pride and hurt vanity kept
him from seeking her. Two evenings later
they met at a dinner. Their greetings were

conventional, but she looked at him,
breathless, wondering, eager. He was
courteous, adamant, waiting her
explanation.

With womanly swifhess she took her cue

and he had absorbed the oblation as a desertfrom his manner, and turned to snow and

drinks rain

As Trysdale grimly wrenched apart the
seam of his last glove, the crowning
instance of higatuous and tardily mourned
egoism came vividly back to him. The

ice. Thus, they had drifted apart. Where was
his fault? Who had been to blamée
sought the answer amid the ruins of his-self
conceit.

The voice of the other man in the room,

scene was the night when he had asked herquerulously intading upon his thoughts,

to come up on his pedestal with him and
share his greatness. He could not, now, for
the pain of it, allow his mind to dwell upon
the memory of heconvi nci ng
ni g hthe carejess wave of her hair, the
tenderness and virginal charm of her looks
and words. But they had been enougloye
than enough.

During their conversation she had said:
fiCaptain Carruthers tells me you speak the
Spanishlanguage like a native. Why have
you hidden this accomplishment from me?
Is there anything you do not know?

Now, Carruthers was an idiot. No doubt
he (Trysdale) had been guilty (he sometimes
did such things) of airing at the club some
old, canting Castitin proverb dug from the
hotchpotch at the back of dictionaries.
Carruthers, who was one of his incontinent

admirers, was the very man to have
magnified this exhibition of doubtful
erudition.

But, alas, her admiration had been so
sweet and flattering. He allowed the
imputation to pass without denial. Without
protest, he allowed her to twine about his
brow this spurious bay of Spanish
scholarship. Heet it grace his conquering
headand, among its soft convolutions, he
did not feel the prick of the thornahwas
to pierce him later.

How glad, how shy, how tremulous she
was! How she fluttered like a snared bird
when he laid his mightiness at her feet! He
could have sworn, and he could swear now,
that unmisakable consent was in her eyes
but, coyly, shegaveno directreply. fil will
send you my answer 4morrowp she said;
and he, indulgent, confident victor,
smilingly granted the delay.

The next day he waited, impatient, in his
rooms for the word. At noon her groom

aroused him.
fil say, Trysdale, what the deuce is the
matter with you? You look unhappsgs if

b g@uyadurgelf hadh keeén married

fiLook at me,l6ve come two thousand
miles on a garlicky, cockroachy banana
steamer all the way from Soufimerica to
connive at the sacrific&’he onlylittle sister
lhad,tooand now sheos
Take something to ease your consciemce.

fil dond drink just now, thanks, said

Trysdale.
fivour brandyo resumed the other,
coming over and joining him, fis

abominable. Run down to see me some time
at Punta Redonda and try some of our stuff
that old Garcia snaggles in. 16s worth the
trip.0 He looked down at the cactus and its
gentlymoving leaves.

i Ha | | evels anH old acquaintance.
Wherever did yotind this Trysdale®@

fiA presenty said Trysdale, ifrom a
friend. Know the species?

fivery well. Ités a tropical concern. See
hundreds oféem around Punta every day.
Herds the name on this tag tied to it. Know
any Spanish, Trysdalé?

fiNo,0 said Trysdale, wit the bitter wraith
of a smile fils it Spanish®

fives. The natives imagine the leaves are
reaching out and beckoning to you. They
call it by this namgyentomarmeThe name
meansin English Come and take me.0
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