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More publishing success! 

NZIBS graduates show how it’s done: 

Help Me  

Learn Music 
 

By Melody Smith 

See story on Page 4 

Mystery at  

Dead Man’s Ridge 
 

By Mandy Edwards 
See story on Page 5 

 

Win that writing 

competition! 

♦  If you’re serious about 
practising the craft, use 
competitions as a tool.  
♦  Here are several tips to 

help you craft better entries. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Competitions 
♦ Bring your best photos and 

prose. How good are you?  
♦ There are competitions for 

all levels of ability – choose 
one and stretch yourself! 
 

 

Julio Diaz; the 

social worker  
 

♦  What will you do if a man 

asks for your wallet – at 
knifepoint?  

♦  Will you give him your 

coat also? Julio did! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The art of knowing 

when to quit 
♦ Scott Bywater has a tale 

from the working world.  
♦ Are you acting against the 

things which hold you back? 
 

 

Job Opportunities, 

near and far  

♦  Perhaps you'd like to 

check out some options?  

♦  There are plenty of 

opportunities here, possibly  
one that’s right for you. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The story of an hour 
♦ What price freedom from 

a marriage that fulfilled only 

sometimes, and gave joy 
not? A tale of life and death.  
 

Fiction to finish P.12 

Jo’s Spy School 
Jitters 
 

By Rachel Booth 
See story on Page 5 
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From the Editor From the Principal 

Success awaits 

you: Go and get it 
 

I always like 

to hear about 

the successes of 
students and 

graduates. But 

sometimes they 

share the stories 
of others.  

This is one 

such. As you read it, remember 
you too can change your 

circumstances, whenever you 

decide to! 
 

Jill Jackson, who is studying 

photography with NZIBS, told me 
about someone she knows who 

has car mechanic skills but was 

without a job following an 

accident, and he was on ACC. 
To get back into work this 

enterprising young Mr A looked 

up car mechanic jobs on SEEK, 
TradeMe etc and found four local 

vacancies in Christchurch. 

Instead of sending in his CV, as 
most do, Mr A gathered his job 

credentials and certificates etc 

into a folder and visited each 
place in person. 

Mr A impressed each potential 

employer as a worthy candidate 
with initiative, get-up-and-go, 

and gumption, so much that each 

one tried to impress Mr A back! 

All had stories of why he should 
come and work for them. 

Within a week he had four firm 

job offers! This gave him a huge 
advantage when it came to 

negotiating his salary etc. 

Mr A took the job which offered 
best long-term prospects. 

It’s a nice true story.  

 
Pass it on to any of your friends 

who are hunting for a job*. 

 

There is always merit in fronting 
up, looking neat and tidy, 

smelling clean, having your work 

credentials in a tidy folder and 
being able to converse without 

grunting. 

Thank you, Jill, for this story.    
 

Brian Morris  Principal 
 

* PS  There are 28 jobs listed this 

week for skilled writers, freelance 
photographers and trained 

proofreaders at www.nzibs.co.nz . 
 

Check Amazon.com for the ebook 

‘How to Get A Job’  b00cq3x4bq

 

 

 
 

Dr Suess, the highly successful 
children’s writer, wrote a book with 
that title. 

It illustrated to all who read it 
that, in comparison to others, most 

would be thankful for what life had 

delivered them. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Aren’t we lucky in New Zealand? 
I’m traveling at present, currently 

in Greece, not far from the troubles 

in Syria. Greece has problems, yet 
most still have food, consumer 

goods and money to buy them. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

But in Syria? 

The picture above of thousands 
struggling to get up to the front of 

a long queue, shows only a fraction 

of the 100,000 plus now starving to 

death in camps south of Damascus.  

 
 
 

The stories that have been told 

about events in Syria over recent 

months will remind everyone in 

New Zealand, once again, of our 
astonishing fortune to be in a place 

where violence doesn’t overshadow 
the lives of everyone.  

The images from Yarmouk, where 

the biggest refugee camp is 

located, are the stuff of Pulitzers. 
Columns of exhausted, filthy 

children wait for a future, and 

settle for a food parcel. Often it’s  
the best food they have had in 

months. 

Yarmouk has been cut off for 
months and fighting is still ongoing, 

leading to severe food shortages 

and widespread hunger. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) wants the 

factions to allow ‘safe and 
unhindered humanitarian access’ – 
it remains to be seen if this will be 

given.  

UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Antonio Guterres, has 

said Syrians may soon outnumber 

Afghans as the world's biggest 
refugee population.  

The number of Afghan refugees 

was 2.6 million at the end of 2012, 

according to UNRWA, but there are 
already over 2.5 million displaced 

Syrians, half of them are children.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

If you’re moved by world events, 
you might consider being a 
journalist or travel correspondent. 

There’s always a story waiting to 

be told. 
Anthony Smits  Editor 

Did I ever tell you how lucky you are? 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/
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 Work  

Knowing when to quit 

is an unappreciated 

skill 
 
by Scott Bywater. (Abridged.) 
Reproduced for educational purposes. 
 

Being number one in any 

category, whether it’s novel 
writing, sports, or business, is 

rewarded a heck of a lot more 

than being #2 or #3. 
So your aim should be to 

become #1 at what you do. 

But, if you spread yourself too 

thinly in too many areas, it’s 
tough to become #1. 

That’s why you need to learn 

how to quit the things you’re not 
so good at. Doing this frees you 

to invest your energy in the 

things you ARE good at.  
Makes simple sense? Yes. 

Same goes with the products 

and services you provide. 
Sometimes you’ve got to drop 

some of them off your stock list, 

and move your attention to the 

others. The ones people want. 
That’s what Steve Jobs did 

when he walked back into Apple 

when it was about five weeks 
away from bankruptcy. 

He cut dozens of products off 

the company’s development list. 
He focused his attention on a 

handful of core products – those 

with the best potential. They were 
the iPod, iPad, and iPhone. 

Amazingly, his actions turned 

the company around. 

 
What can you learn from Steve 

Jobs?  

What can YOU cut loose today? 
Perhaps a nuisance client?  

An unproductive employee?  

Maybe a whole area of your 
business which is stopping you 

from focusing on the profitable 

side? 
Scott Bywater advises: 
 

“Quit the stuff which takes your 
focus away from marketing and 

innovating. Personal emailing. 
blogging. Texting, and Facebook. 

Invest your recovered time in 

getting more customers, clients, 
patients, students. 

Finish the writing project you 

started ages ago.  

Finish it this week!” 
 

You can get some helpful ideas 

by clicking here 

http://www.morecustomersmade
easy.com/  

Sign at the university! 
 

 
 

New PAE Students! 

Did you find this? 

"Possessed boy walked 
backwards up wall"? 
 

Asmt #1 no owner.jpg 
 

Someone did a good job with their 

PAE Assignment #1. 

BUT, there is no name on it.  
Nothing to identify its owner. 
 

However, (like a good detective 
should) I looked for clues. 

 

Q: Who found a website with this: 
Asmt #1 no owner.jpg 
 

PLEASE LOOK AT THE PICTURE.  
 

Is it yours? Please call the office  
0800-801994 asap.  

Then we can send your marked 

assignment number 1 back to you. 
Thanks.  
 

Carol Morris 
 

 
 

 Chat to Your Tutor Day 

  March 2014  
Most students had an opportunity 

to talk to their tutor in February. 

However, students of Tina Shaw 

and Janice Marriott have times 
scheduled in early March. 
 

Call 0508-428-983 during the times 

listed. 
 

TINA SHAW 

Monday 3 March, 4pm-7pm. 
 

JANICE MARRIOTT  

Tuesday 4 March, 6.30pm-9pm. 
 

Take this opportunity to talk to 

your tutor – especially if you’re a 
new student.  
 

Additionally, if you haven’t been on 
the SDB yet, take a moment now 

to become familiar with this useful 
Institute service. 

http://www.nzibs.org/forums/index.php 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

Editorial Advisor, H2R Consulting, 

Wellington 
Requires a great eye for detail 

and excellence in grammar and 

editing. No closing date. 
 

Communications Assistant, 

Statement Media, New Plymouth 

Are you a fantastic writer who can 
type like the wind?  

Closes 13 March. 

 
Digital/Graphic Designer,  

RWR Executive, Auckland 

You will be confident as the 
in-house photographer for 

catalogues and web work.  

No closing date. 
 

Marketing Assistant,  

Baby Factory, Manukau 
Requires a marketing background 

and photography skills.  

No closing date. 

 
Medical Writer, BPAC, Dunedin 

Ideally you will have experience 

in writing for a professional 
audience (technical, scientific, 

clinical or commercial). 

No closing date. 
 

Content Administrator, 

nzherald.co.nz, Auckland 
Load content on to the site; this 

job may suit students or people 

seeking part-time work.  

Closes 14 March. 
 

Senior Content Advisor,  

Auckland Council 
Requires experience in principles 

of writing web content, mobile, 

knowledge-based content.  
Closes 12 March. 

 

Journalist/Digital Content 
Manager, MIMS, Auckland 

Looking for a journalist who 

understands the web and social 
media. No closing date. 

 

Media Relations Manager, 

Financial Markets Authority, 
Auckland 

Brief and prepare FMA's senior 

management team for media 
communications. 

Closes 12 March. 

 
Photography Lecturer – Design 

Team, UCOL, Auckland 

Looking for a lecturer for UCOL's 
Diploma in Photographic Imaging 

programme. Closes 9 March. 

https://scottbywater.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/2652/8664dd69a3649847/13242668/3a6334e7a11c4915
http://www.morecustomersmadeeasy.com/
http://www.morecustomersmadeeasy.com/
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/attachment.php?attachmentid=1350&d=1393385649
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/attachment.php?attachmentid=1350&d=1393385649
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/index.php
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/government-council/central-government/listing-701452007.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-701171281.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/retail/other/listing-700769814.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-701527475.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26091094
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26098603
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26090619
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26098739
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26098739
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26087834
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26078044
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26078044
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Graduate Publishing Sucesses  

Too much to do? 
 

Here are Dr Bill Nieporte’s tips 

for accomplishing more each day.  
 

1. Plan each day 
The last thing to do each day 

before you stop work is create a 

"Task List" for tomorrow. (Doing 
this frees your mind for sleep.) 

Your list will help you set priorities 

and keep you focused all day.  

2. Organise your life   
One of life's greatest time wasters 

is a cluttered office or living space.  

How often have you wasted 
valuable time trying to find a 

memo, contract, your wallet, or 

even your car keys?  
Follow the old adage "Everything 

has a place and everything should 

be in its proper place!"  
3. Don't be a paper hoarder 

I recently visited a friend's office 

and noticed several piles cluttering 

his desk. Instead of dealing with 
this paper, he simply sorted 

through it every few days, shifting 

the stacks from one place to 
another on his desk.  

Avoid this time waster: handle 

each piece of paper just once.  
4. Use ALL your time 

Start by taking a book with you 

wherever you go. When you find 
yourself waiting for someone, 

increase your general knowledge 

by reading your book.  
In addition, while driving your car, 

make it your university on wheels: 

listen to educational or 

motivational tapes or CDs.  
5. Develop healthy habits 

Everyone’s body needs adequate 
rest, proper nutrition, and plenty 
of exercise to fight off fatigue and 

extend life. Give your body what it 

needs and you'll have the energy 
you need to accomplish much 

more. Remember water. Drink two 

litres per day. Pure water! H2O. 
6. Avoid energy stealers 

Do you know people who sap your 

energy? Or individuals with 

attitudes that literally suck the life 
out of YOU? You’re free to deal 

with anyone you like but make it a 

practice to avoid contact with 
negative people.  

7. Turn off your TV 

If you’re not willing to part with 
your television completely (I'm not 

either) then at least discriminate. 

Use the OFF button more often. 
Develop the courage (yes, it’s a 

mental thing) to use TV time for 

better things. Spend the time you 
save playing with your children, 

reading a book, or discussing 

important things with your spouse. 

Help Me Learn 

Music 
Sue Senanayake is a graduate 

proofreader & books editor.  
It was while learning her skills 

with Bartha Hill that a big idea 

occurred. 

“I’m a music teacher, and have 
been inspired by other students 

who wrote about creating their 

first book. I’ve written a book 
which introduces children aged 

5-6-7 to the rudiments of music - 

without the usual frustrations.” 
 

That’s how “Help Me Learn 
Music” began. 

 

This simple and colourful 60 page 

book is the FUN way to begin a 

love of keyboard music. Children 

learn about notes and their 
different values, ie crotchets, 

minims and quavers; how to draw 

a treble clef; the letters for each 
space: 

“Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit”, 
“All Cows Eat Grass”, and lots 
more. Children code different 

notes with their coloured pens. 

Suddenly music looks like fun. 
By the end of the book children 

will be playing ‘Twinkle Twinkle 
Little Star’ on their piano. 

Then comes Beethoven’s ‘Ode To 
Joy’. WOW! Huge progress! 

That’s quite an achievement for a 
5-6-7 year-old, all from one book. 

Sue writes under the nom-de-

plume Melody J Smith. (Which is 

easier to pronounce than 
Senanayake.) Xlibris helped her 

get her book published. 

Get Help Me Learn Music here.  
 

Or get it on Amazon here. If you 

do, please write a review. Thanks. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Free Webinar: 
Thursday, 6 March, 2014.  

7am NZ time. One hour. 

15 Mistakes Ebook Authors Make 

That Kill Sales and Destroy Your 

Credibility... And How To Fix 

Them! 

Jim Edwards is host. URL details are 

on the Student Discussion Board. 
 

http://bookstore.xlibris.com/Products/SKU-0700525017/Help-Me-Learn-Music.aspx
http://www.amazon.com/Help-Learn-Music-Melody-Smith/dp/1483627063
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 Graduate Publishing Success Work 

Rachel Booth’s first 
novel is about spies 

The basic idea for “The Mr Is 
School For Spies” had been 
rattling around in Rachel’s head for 
a decade.  

But it didn’t get written until she 
learned her novel writing craft with 

Janice Marriott (Writing Stories 

for Children) 
After a year of writing, editing, 

proofreading, and re-writing, with 

refinements suggested by mentor 

Jill Marshall, the book for 9-11-
year-olds was finished - all 54,000 

words.  

Cheryl Smits did the cover art. 
Rachel Booth self-published 

using CreateSpace, SmashWords 

and Amazon. 
To buy her book go to 

Amazon.com, here.  

Please write a review. 
 

Rachel has been interviewed by 

her local newspaper’s books 

reporter.  
“My sequel manuscript is on the 

way,” said Rachel. 
Move over, Harry Potter. Make 

way for Jo and Katie, spy school 

graduates. 
 

Mandy Edwards’ Book 
For Children 

Mandy's first book, “Mystery At 
Dead Man’s Ridge” has been a 

long time gestating.  
“Five years ago I started writing it 

while working on a sheep farm in 

Otago. Four house moves later … 
the book is finished. 

“My target audience is boys and 
girls aged 10-12. Children (and 

their parents) rave about the story 
and kids are usually honest critics,” 
said Mandy Edwards. 

“The story is about life on a farm 
where sheep rustlers provide the 

mystery and intrigue and …” 
She put it on Amazon.com You 

can find it here. Please write a 

review after you get the book. 

A friend, who liked it, insisted the 
story deserved to be a paper book, 

so it was printed at Waikato 

University in 2013. Amelia 

Hamilton did the illustrations. 
Mandy will hold a book launch in 

Turangi, her childhood town.  

 
Mandy’s FaceBook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/Myste

ryAtDeadMansRidge 
 

Mandy’s poetry blog is here: 

http://justwritewithmandy.blogsp
ot.co.nz 

  An Amazon Reviewer writes: 
 

“This book is an excellent read. It 
has all the elements that create a 

really good story. It has mystery, 

suspense, twists and turns and 
even a hint of romance. The 

characters could be people I know; 

they feel real. I loved it and 
recommend it thoroughly.”

Job Opportunities 
 

Communications Advisor, 

Department of Internal Affairs, 
Wellington 

You'll need core communications 

skills and an understanding of 
how government works.  

Closes 10 March. 

 
Senior Copywriter, Font, Auckland 

You need to be a conceptual writer. 

No closing date. 

 
PA to school principal, Botany 

Downs Secondary College, 

Auckland. 
F/T = 38 hours pw, 42 weeks pa, 

with holidays off. Admin and office 

skills. Apply with CV to business 
managerBDSCd.bellette@bdsc.scho

ol.nz  Closes 7 March. 

 
Teachers Required, Macau. 

Qualified teachers with Cambridge 

IGCSE, English, Music, Business, 
Religious Education etc. Return air 

fares paid. School year begins 

August 2014. Send cover letter & 

CV: cissychan@acm.edu.mo More 
info here > www.acm.edu.mo  

 

Editorial Administrator,  
Drake, Auckland 

Edit manuscripts and check the 

work of editorial contractors. 
No closing date.  

 

Communications Executive – 
Tourism, Positively Wellington 

Tourism 

Identify, pitch, write and share 

stories about Wellington and its 
tourism industry. Closes 13 March. 

 

Communications Advisor,  
Open Polytechnic, Wellington 

Must have strong copywriting 

abilities and be a confident user of 
social media. Closes 10 March. 

 

Marketing Assistant,  
The Baby Factory, Manukau 

Experience in photography and 

Photoshop would be a plus.  
No closing date. 
 

Web Content Adviser,  
Victoria University, Wellington 

Ensure there is a cohesive 

approach to content and its 

delivery. Closes 21 March. 
 

Communications Specialist, 

Callaghan Innovation, Wellington 
Source and publish content that 

tells Callaghan Innovation's story. 

Closes 9 March. 
 

http://www.nzibs.co.nz/writing-stories-for-children/
http://www.nzibs.co.nz/writing-stories-for-children/
http://www.amazon.com/Mr-School-Spies-Jos-Jitters-ebook/dp/B00GOFPSCK/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393625530&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=mr+is+spies+racel+booth
http://www.amazon.com/Mystery-at-Dead-Mans-Ridge-ebook/dp/B00D3XI33M
https://www.facebook.com/MysteryAtDeadMansRidge
https://www.facebook.com/MysteryAtDeadMansRidge
http://justwritewithmandy.blogspot.co.nz/
http://justwritewithmandy.blogspot.co.nz/
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26099670
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26087148
mailto:d.bellette@bdsc.school.nz
mailto:d.bellette@bdsc.school.nz
mailto:cissychan@acm.edu.mo
http://www.acm.edu.mo/
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-700130846.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-699992178.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-699992178.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-700053169.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-700035628.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/brand-product-management/listing-698735842.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-699033324.htm
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 Win a writing competition 

 

Organisations 

Society of Authors 
The NZ Society of Authors works 

in the interests of authors in New 

Zealand. The Society (PEN NZ Inc) 

is guided by values of fairness, 

accountability and responsiveness.  

The mission of the Society is to 

support the interests of all writers 

in New Zealand, and the 

communities they serve. 

Join here: 

http://www.authors.org.nz/ 
 

 

How to get a job is an ebook 

you'll find at Amazon. This short 

$5 book gives you all the steps 

for getting a job. Aged 16 to 65? 

This is the book you need. Call 

0800-801994  for a chat about 

your up-skilling career options. 

http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky 
 

 

The Poets Society 

Membership of the New Zealand 

Poetry Society entitles you to their 

bimonthly magazine and reduced 

fees in their annual competition. 

Several other benefits include a 

members-only website page. 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join 
 

 

New Zealand Freelance 

Writers’ Association 

Have you found their site yet?  If 

you can’t find a local writer’s 
group, here’s a place you can go to 

connect with other writers. 

http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/ 

 
 

Romance Writers of NZ 

This non-profit organisation was 

founded in 1990 by Jean Drew 

(NZIBS tutor). RWNZ has over 

260 members (published and 

unpublished writers) living in NZ, 

Australia, USA, UK and RSA. 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/ 
 

 
 

MEDIA caps for NZIBS graduates 

 Journalist,  
 Sports Journalist 

 Photographer  

Travel Writer.  
If you’d like one, 
please send $10 and a 

letter detailing your 

name, postal address and former 
student number. White. One size 

fits all.  
 


How to win your first 

writing competition 
NZIBS Graduates Club Newsletter #547 

 

by Richard Bell    Abridged. 
Reproduced for educational purposes 

 

Look at the competition lists for 

short stories and poetry which are 

highlighted on both the Student 

Discussion Board, and in this 

monthly ezine. If you haven’t 
entered one yet, do so asap.  

They don’t bite.  
Competitions have become such 

a big market for writers in both 

these genres that advice about 

them even finds its way into the 

how-to books on writing.  

They are definitely an excellent 

way to get your name known as a 

capable writer. 

A competition may attract 

several hundred entries, and from 

all those there can be only one 

winner, so no one is suggesting 

winning is easy. But you can 

shorten the odds and put yourself 

in line for the significant cash 

prizes many competitions offer. 

Be inspired by Eleanor Catton. 
 

Be professional 

Approach the competition in a 

professional manner. 
 

Do your research 

If you’re aiming to write for a 

magazine, you will always be told 

to read the magazine first. You will 

be advised to check the kind of 

stories or poems they have 

published previously and make 

sure yours meet what appear to be 

their requirements.   

Exactly the same advice applies 
when you are entering 

competitions. Read the winning 

entries from previous years. They 
are usually not difficult to get.  

Sadly, old writers eventually die. 

Many writing competitions are put 

in magazines as a way of finding 

new talent. Editors need you. 

The good news is they publish 

the winning entries. You should 

search for the back issues in which 

they appeared. 

   Most competition organisers 

publish their winning entries in 

annual anthology form - often 

accompanied by the judges' 

comments. These give you a good 

understanding of what the judges 

are looking for.     

   Writers’ News UK make 

things even easier for you: winning 

entries are published in each issue 

of Writers' News and Writing 

Magazine together with the 

judging comments. www.writers-

online.co.uk  

 

Keep to the rules  

The judging comments published 

in Writers' News and Writing 

Magazine often provoke readers' 

letters. The rules specify that 

judging decisions are final, and no 

correspondence will be entered 

into, so the letters are seldom 

about the way in which the 

competitions were judged. Usually 

the letters are queries about the 

rules, particularly concerning the 

word count. 

In Writing Magazine, short 

story competitions usually ask for 

1600 - 1800 words, as specified in 

the rules. However, it is quite 

amazing how many people write to 

ask us how flexible the rule is.  

A common query is: Would we 

consider an entry that was, for 

example, 1,810 words? 

The answer is “yes”, probably. 

But… Don’t push your luck. 

http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky
http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join
http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/
http://www.writers-online.co.uk/
http://www.writers-online.co.uk/
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 How to win a writing competition 

 

 Work 

Remember that final judging 

decisions are often very close calls.  

It is not uncommon for judges to 

be faced with two or three entries 

of equal merit - and they have to 

select one winner.  

In that situation, if one of the 

entries is ten words over the word 

count it gives the judges an easy 

reason not to choose that story. 

So why do it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the rules say 1600 - 1800 

words then keep within those 

word limits and don’t jeopardise 
your chances of winning. 

 

A more difficult query concerns 

the rule so many competitions 

include, “Entries must be 

previously unpublished material”. 
What exactly does 'previously 

unpublished' mean? 

The kind of example people 

quote is: What about a short story 

or poem that appeared in my local 

Writer's Club Competition Annual 

Anthology and which was not paid 

for? 

It may seem tough to exclude 

those entries that have been 

previously published in such a low 

circulation context.  

However, the competition 

organisers want to avoid a 

situation in which someone 

complains they have read the 

winning story or poem elsewhere 

before.  

Writer's circle anthologies are 

usually sold locally, albeit in small  

numbers, so there could be some 

competitor out there who has read 

your story or poem in them - and 

if the same material later pops up 

as an ‘unpublished’ competition 
winner, they may feel justified in 

lodging a complaint. 

That seems fair.  

My advice is simple. Keep to the 

rules the competition organiser 

has provided. They’re in B&W. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a better strategy than looking 

for dubious loopholes for sliding 

around the rules. It’s not worth the 

risk. Read the rules three times! 

 

Remember common courtesy 

When we ask competition 

organisers what advice they could 

give would-be entrants, the 

answer is usually the same: “Keep 

to the rules, and remember to 

send a stamped-self-addressed-

envelope if you want anything 

returned, or are asking for details 

or entry forms through the mail.” 
It’s certainly good manners, but 

it is also a matter of economics. 

Most competitions are run by 

volunteers on a shoestring. Entry 

fees are usually low, too. Budgets 

do not stretch to postage. 

 

Today, most competitions allow 

electronic entry. Low barriers to 

entry and a wide choice of 

competitions should make entering 

them a useful part of your 

‘learning to write’ programme.   

Job Opportunities 
 
Social Media Editor, H2R 

Consulting, Wellington 

Requires experience producing 
communications using online and 

social media channels for large 

organisations. No closing date. 

 
Digital Content Editor, 

MediaWorks, Auckland 

Create and aggregate website 
content. Closes 7 March. 

 

Beauty Editor,  
Bauer Media, Auckland 

Ideally, you should have some 

beauty writing experience and 
good industry contacts.  

No closing date. 

 

Reporter, Rotorua Daily Post 
The position is for a junior 

journalist, ideally with experience 

on a daily paper.  
Closes 10 March. 

 

All these jobs appear on Student 
Discussion Board. Get them 

there while they’re FRESH. 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/foru
mdisplay.php?f=1   

 

Media Manager, NZ Transport 
Agency, Tauranga 

Provide advice on communications, 

media and issues management. 

Closes 14 March. 
 

Senior Communications Advisor, 

KiwiRail, Wellington 
Provide a wide range of 

communications services and 

advice. No closing date. 
 

Graphic Designer & Photographer, 

Crazysales, Auckland 
Shoot and edit product photos. 

No closing date. 

 

Wellness Recovery Coach, Bay of 
Plenty Community Homes Trust 

Assist people with mental illness to 

live fulfilled lives. No closing date. 
 

Editorial Administrators,  

Dove Medical Press, Auckland 
Work with authors and editors to 

usher research papers through the 

various stages leading up to 
publication. Closes 7 March. 

 

Editor, Journalist and Content 

Manager; Online Republic; 
Auckland. Requires strong editing 

skills with impeccable grammar.  

Closes 7 March. 
 

http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26041757
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26059417
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26067759
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26071217
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=1
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=1
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26075455
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26076304
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26070473
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26075374
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-698288034.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-698343586.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-698343586.htm
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Online Openings  
for editors and proofreaders 
When searching online, search 
for variations of what you want, 

i.e: 
 

 Proof reading 
 Book editing  

 Editing 

 Manuscript correcting  

Get creative. Some more ideas: 
 

Craigslist.org 
Try this international billboard 

with heaps of job opportunities.   

http://auckland.craigslist.org/ 

 

Online Writing Jobs.com 
http://www.online-writing-
jobs.com/jobs/freelance-

proofreading-jobs.php 
 
 

Virtual Vocations 
The whole spectrum of vocations 

are here – so use a targeted 
search to find your specialty. 

http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs 
 

 

iFreelance 
Advertise your services here: 

http://www.ifreelance.com/ 
 

 

Freelance Writing Gigs 
Online references, contract jobs 

and plenty of contacts. 

http://FreelanceWritingGigs.com 
 

 

Freelance Writing 
This site gives links to writing, 

proofreading and editing work: 
http://FreelanceWriting.com 
 

Elance.com 
https://www.elance.com/q/find-

work/online-work-overview/ 
 

 
Headline: 
 

Minister Impressed by New 

Building Materials Trial 
 

Promising results have been seen 

in a trial using small plastic bricks 
to rebuild earthquake-ravaged 

Canterbury... 

Perhaps we CAN  

save the world  

through kindness. 
 
Julio Diaz's story first aired on 

NPR in 2008, but has resurfaced as 

one of NPR.org's most viewed 
articles.  

It shouldn't take you long to see 

why. 
In an interview, Julio Diaz 

described how he was mugged at 

knife-point while leaving the NYC 
subway in the Bronx. 

 

He was walking 

toward the stairs 
when a teenage boy 

approached him and 

pulled out a knife. 
"He wanted my 

money, so I gave 

him my wallet and 
told him, 'Here you 

go,' " Diaz says. 

As the teen began 
to walk away, Diaz 

told him, "Hey, wait 

a minute. You forgot 
something. If you're 

going to be robbing 

people for the rest of 

the night, you might 
as well take my coat 

to keep you warm." 

The mugger, as 
one might expect, 

was confused by 

Diaz's actions, but 
he paused long 

enough to accept 

Diaz's next offer: a 
meal at a nearby diner. 

 

The teen accepted, and together 

they went for food. 
 

"The manager comes by, the 

dishwashers come by, the waiters 
come by to say ‘Hi’, " Diaz says.  

"The kid was like, 'You know 

everybody here. Do you own this 
place?'" 

"No, I just eat here a lot," Diaz 

says he told the teen." 
“He says, 'But you're even nice 

to the dishwasher boy.'" 

Diaz replied, "Well, haven't you 
been taught you should be nice to 

everybody?" 

"Yeah, but I didn't think people 

actually behaved that way," the 
teen said. 

 

The story gets even better. 
 

Diaz's actions present us with an 

inspiring example of courageous 
charity and a true embodiment of 

Gospel values.  

 
In the midst of a world that 

sometimes seems filled only with 

stories of bitter political battles or 

shoppers armed with pepper 
spray, it's refreshing to read about 

a man who takes seriously 

The Sermon On The Mount. 
 

Isn’t it shocking to think that any 
teenager could grow up without a 

single example of that sort of 

kindness? 
 

 

 
Perhaps Diaz's example can 

encourage us to re-examine the 

ways in which we show—or fail to 
show—Christian love toward those 

around us, especially toward those 

who cause us pain. 
Famous words: "If anyone wants 

to go to law with you over your 

tunic, hand him your cloak as 
well...  

“You have heard it said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy.’  

“But I say to you, love your 

enemies, and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be 
children of your heavenly Father, 

for He makes his sun rise on the 

bad and the good, and causes rain 
to fall equally on the just and the 

unjust."  (Mt 5: 40, 43-45). 

  

http://auckland.craigslist.org/
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs
http://www.ifreelance.com/
http://freelancewritinggigs.com/
http://freelancewriting.com/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/
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Work 

 

The best 100 books? 
Goodreads (Amazon) asked their 

readers to help compile a list of the 100 

books everyone should read in their 

lifetime. 

The list covers well known classics plus a 

bunch you may never have heard of. 

Check the list here: 

Your bucket list of 100 books 
 

 
 
 

This is what it means to be a 

photographer: 

“I have the key, not only to your eyes, 

but to your mind, and your 

imagination.  

“When you least expect it, I will enter 

and ignite your passions, sway your 

emotions and steal your heart. I may 

even fire your imagination.   

“As a photographer, I have this 

power.” 
 

 
 

Another free webinar: 

How to get your ebook to 

number 1 on Amazon 

That's a huge promise. Can it be 

done if your book is a dead brick? 

Find out. Fiction or non-fiction.  
 

1pm NZ time, Thursday 6 March 
James Jones and a mystery guest.  
 

You need to register here >> 

Get your ebook to number 1 
 

Yes, someone will probably offer 

to sell you something. However, 
there’s no need to buy, and you’ll 
always learn something useful.  

(There’s usually a free webinar 
every Thursday at 1pm. Look on 

SDB for specific details. BM. 

 

 

On our website 
Learn new skills and make 
a new career for yourself. 

 

Freelance Travel Writing and 

Photography: 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40 
 

Journalism and Non Fiction 

Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38 
 

Sports Journalism  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60 

 
 

Internet Entrepreneur   

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726  

 
 

Creative Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28 
 

Romance Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58 
 

Mystery and Thriller Writing  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50 
 

How to write poetry 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44 
 

Writing Stories for Children 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83 
 

How to Write Short Stories 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79 
 

Writing Your First Novel 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85 

 
 

How to Become a Life Coach 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46 

 
 

Digital Photography for 

Beginners 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30 
 

Professional Freelance 

Photography 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130 

 
 

Proofreader and Book Editor 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56 

 
Information on all courses we 

provide is available by telephone: 
 

09 5366182  or  0800 801994. 
 

You already have one foot on the 

first rung of a ladder. Your climb 

could take you to the stars. 

Call Carol Morris, Registrar.

Job Opportunities 
 

Photoshop Editor, Paul Michaels 
Photography, Wellington 

Must own your own PC and have a 

good knowledge of Photoshop.  
No closing date. 

 

Digital Coordinator,  
Fairfax Media, Auckland 

Publish e-editions/websites and 

maintain online quality.  
Closes 6 March. 

 

Journalist / Marketing 
Communications, Crest 

Commercial Cleaning, Tauranga 

Write articles/blog posts for 

internal and external marketing. 
No closing date. 

 

News Producers, Radio NZ, 
Auckland 

Seeking enthusiastic journalists 

who are full of ideas and ways to 
turn them into exciting radio. 

Closes 10 March. 

 
Programme Producer / Journalist, 

Radio NZ, Auckland. 

Join the production team for 

The Panel and Checkpoint.  
Closes 3 March. 

 

Photographer/Salesperson, Jack n 
Jill Portraits, National 

Family portrait company hiring 

throughout NZ. Closes 21 March. 
 

Social Media Editor, Momentum, 

Wellington 
Requires excellent writing and 

editing skills, especially within the 

digital environment.  
No closing date. 

 

Graphic Designer / Typesetter, 

Akarana Publishing, Auckland 
Experience in publishing/editorial 

work would be beneficial.  

No closing date. 
 

Assistant Publisher,  

Craig Potton Publishing, Nelson 
The role involves editorial 

management, production 

management and the preparation 
of marketing material.  

Closes 9 March. 

 

Web Editor, The Treasury, 
Wellington 

Would suit a recent graduate who 

is interested in working on both 
technical and editorial aspects of 

website content migration 

projects. Closes 6 March. 
 

http://tinyurl.com/jwvsqkg
http://snip5.com/r/?rd=W082K4GEM
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/other/listing-699369145.htm
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/fcDn7/Digital-Coordinator,6049
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26057496
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26057496
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26061000
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26061001
http://www.seek.co.nz/jobs/in-new-zealand/#dateRange=999&workType=0&industry=&occupation=&graduateSearch=false&salaryFrom=0&salaryTo=999999&salaryType=annual&advertiserID=&advertiserGroup=&keywords=jack+n+jill+portraits&page=1&isAreaUnspecified=false&location=&area=&nation=3001&sortMode=KeywordRel
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-698110727.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/design/listing-697552251.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-697985419.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26034505
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Carol’s Writing Tips  Groups to join 

International 

Writers’ Workshop 
Meets on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 

each month, February to November 

inclusive, at the Lake House Arts 
Centre, Takapuna, Auckland. 

http://www.iww.co.nz/ 
 

 
Proofreader needed! 

 
 

Hibiscus Coast Writers 
Members enjoy workshops and six 
competitions a year including 

poetry, short stories, drama and 

non-fiction, all judged externally.  

http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/ 
 

 
Dyslexics of the world - UNTIE 

 
 
 

 
 

Photography Clubs  
They are everywhere - nationwide.  

Photography clubs keep you up to 
date with events, seminars, 

competitions, etc. Meet new friends.   

NZ Photographic Society details: 
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html 
 

 
 

Kiwi Write 4 Kids 

Kiwi Write4Kidz is an organisation 

for adults who like to write stories 
for children. If you want to learn 

more about technique, you can 

hear it direct from the mouths of 
the finest children's authors.  
 

http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/ 
 

(reprinted from the SDB) 
 

Part 1:  

Overdoing  

Symbolism and Themes 
 

A few years ago I picked up a 

literary novel everyone was talking 

about. In the first chapter there 

was a storm; in the second, 

someone was washing his hands; 

then a character was crying; then 

there was a baptism.  

I remember thinking, OK, I get 

it. Your image is water and your 

theme is cleansing—now get on 

with the story. 

Problem was, from that point on, 

guess what I was doing? 

Yes … looking for the next way 
the writer was going to weave a 

water image into her story. And 

she delivered, scene after 

predictable scene. 

As a reader I was no longer 

emotionally present in the story. 

I’d become a critic, an observer. 
It’s definitely not what a storyteller 

wants her readers to be. 

The more your readers are on 

the lookout for your images, your 

themes, your symbolism, and so 

on, the less they’ll be impacted by 
the real essence of your story. 

Does that mean themes and 

images don’t have a place in your 
work?  

Not at all.  
 

 
 

Does your factory have a 

proofreader?   Offer your 

services around your local factories. 

Show them these pictures. 

 

But it does mean that rather than 

building your story around a 

theme (love, forgiveness, freedom, 

etc.), or advice (“Follow your 
dreams,” “Be true to your heart,” 
etc.), or a cliché (“Every cloud has 
a silver lining,” “Time heals all 
wounds,” etc.), it’s better to drive 
your narrative forward through 

tension and moral dilemmas. 

So, instead of using the theme 

“justice,” let the events of the 
story pose a more engaging 

question: “What’s more important, 
telling the truth or protecting the 

innocent?” 
Rather than giving the advice, 

“You should forgive others,” let 
your story explore a dilemma: 

“How do you forgive someone who 
has done the unthinkable to 

someone you love?” 
Let your story do more than 

reiterate the cliché, “The needs of 
the many outweigh the needs of 

the few.” Instead, challenge that 
axiom by presenting your 

characters with situations which 

raise the question, “When do the 
needs of the few outweigh the 

needs of the many?” 
Respect your readers. Assume 

they’re as smart as you are. If you 
can easily identify your own 

imagery, symbolism, themes and 

so on, expect your readers will too. 

And as soon as they do, they’ll be 
distracted from the story itself. 

 

 
Tattoo artists who can’t spell make 
mistakes which last a lifetime. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

When your brains are in your 
biceps … don’t work with me. 

http://www.iww.co.nz/
http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html
http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/


 

 

 
 

 
New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ◊ P O Box 282288 Auckland 2147 N.Z. 

Telephone: 0800 80 1994  ◊  www.nzibs.co.nz  ◊  Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz                                           P a g e  | 11  

Student News and Competitions Work 

 

 

Competitions  

Have a go!  ☺ 
 

For details of all competitions, click 
the links and join in!  
 

Winners’ names are posted on the 
SDB after the competitions are 
judged at month’s end.  
 

See the competitions here: 

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis

play.php?f=11 
 

and the photography comps: 

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=4 

 

 
 

GLIMMER TRAIN 
 

FICTION OPEN 
Entrant guidelines: 

Open to all subjects, all themes, 
and all writers. 

Most entries run from 2,000 to 

8,000 words, but stories from 

2,000 to 20,000 words are 
accepted. Held quarterly: Open to 

submissions in MARCH, JUNE, 

SEPTEMBER, and DECEMBER. 
 

Next deadline: March 31.  
http://www.glimmertrain.com/writguid1.html 

 
 

Writer’s Relief 
30 day ‘Know Thyself’ challenge  
 

Define who you are as a writer – 

and there’s a prize... but you have 
to enter to discover it. 
You will need a Facebook account. 

http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief 

New Graduate – Linda Wills 
Linda Wills graduated from the 

Proofreader & Books Editor training 

course in February.  

Because she lives not far from 

the NZIBS office, she visited us, 

and Principal Brian Morris 
presented her Diploma in person.  

We are always happy to do this, 

by prior arrangement. 
Linda is in the photos and film 

industry, specialising in 

celebrations, weddings, corporate 

films, video instruction guides etc. 
Contact her if you or your friends 

need a film made. 021825960. 
 

 
 

 
 

Writer’s Digest has been shining 
a spotlight on new writers in all 

genres through its Annual Writing 
Competition for over 80 years.  

You can enter the 83rd Annual 

Writing Competition for your 
chance to win and have your work 

be seen by editors and agents! The 

winning entries of this writing 
contest will also be on display in 

the Writer’s Digest Collection. 
 

Early-Bird Entry Deadline:  

5 May 2014 
 

http://www.writersdigest.com/com
petitions/writers-digest-annual-

competition 

Job Opportunities 
 
Reporter – General News,  

Oamaru Mail 

Develop your journalism skills in 
small-town New Zealand.  

Closes 7 March. 

 

Political Journalist,  
Radio NZ, Wellington 

Produce in-depth material for 

current affairs programmes.  
No closing date. 

 

Copywriter, Font, Auckland 
Strong agency or pedigreed 

fashion copywriting experience 

preferred. No closing date. 
 

Stakeholder Officer / Community 

Relations Coordinator, 

Leighton Contractors, Auckland 
Develop, drive and maintain a 

project communications plan.  

No closing date. 
 

Sales Performance Coach, 

Auckland 
Requires proven sales coaching 

experience, preferably in the life 

insurance industry. 
 No closing date. 

 

Reporter – Te Karere, TVNZ, 
Wellington 

Generate original story ideas and 

angles. No closing date. 

 
Sub-editor / Editor, Christchurch 

Opportunity for an editor looking 

for an ongoing sub-contract.  
No closing date. 

 

Communications Manager,  
ANZ, Auckland 

A strong background in journalism 

– preferably business – is 
essential. No closing date. 

 

Youth Worker,  

Malvern Youth Trust, Selwyn 
Mentor, coach and train young 

people from a variety of 

backgrounds.  
Closes 7 March. 

 

Story Producer, TVNZ, Auckland 
Seeking a story producer with solid 

journalism experience who is 

brimming with ideas and energy. 
No closing date. 

 

Documentation Analyst, 

Beyond Services, Wellington 
Maintain content and 

documentation standards and 

style guides. No closing date. 
 

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://www.glimmertrain.com/writguid1.html
http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26024974
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26033563
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26033912
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26038241
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26038241
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26011262
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26061005
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-687221098.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/management/listing-696551185.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/healthcare/community-social-services/listing-696975061.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26003265
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/26015341
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Fiction to finish…
 

The Story  
of an Hour 
 

by Kate Chopin  
 

Reproduced for students and graduates. 

 
nowing that Mrs Mallard 

was afflicted with a heart 

trouble, great care was 
taken to break to her as gently as 

possible the news  of her 

husband's death. 

It was her sister Josephine who 
told her, in broken sentences; 

veiled hints that revealed in half 

concealing. Her husband's friend 
Richard was there too, near her. 

 It was he who had been in the 

newspaper office when intelligence 
of the railroad disaster was 

received, with Brently Mallard's 

name leading the list of "killed". 
He had only taken the time to 

assure himself of its truth by a 

second telegram, and had 

hastened to forestall any less 
careful, less tender friend in 

bearing the sad message. 

She did not hear the story as 
many women have heard the 

same, with a paralyzed inability to 

accept its significance.  
She wept at once, with sudden, 

wild abandonment, in her sister's 

arms. When the storm of grief had 
spent itself she went away to her 

room alone. She would have 

no one follow her. 

There stood, facing the open 
window, a comfortable, roomy 

armchair. Into this she sank, 

pressed down by a physical 
exhaustion that haunted her body 

and seemed to reach into her soul. 

She could see in the open square 
before her house the tops of trees 

that were all aquiver with new 

spring life. The delicious breath of 
rain was in the air.  

In the street below a peddler was 

crying his wares. The notes of a 
distant song which someone was 

singing reached her faintly, and 

countless sparrows were twittering 

in the eaves. 
There were patches of blue sky 

showing here and there through 

the clouds that had met and piled 
one above the other in the west 

facing her window. 

She sat with her head thrown 
back upon the cushion of the chair, 

quite motionless, except when a 

sob came up into her throat and 
shook her, as a child who has cried 

itself to sleep continues to sob in 
its dreams. 

She was young, with a fair, calm 

face whose lines bespoke 
repression and even a certain 

strength. But now there was a dull 

stare in her eyes, whose gaze was 
fixed away off yonder on one of 

those patches of blue sky. It was 

not a glance of reflection, but 
rather indicated a suspension of 

intelligent thought. 

There was something coming to 
her and she was waiting for it, 

fearfully. What was it? She did not 

know; it was too subtle and elusive 

to name. But she felt it, creeping 
out of the sky, reaching toward her 

through the sounds, the scents, 

the colour that filled the air. 

Now her bosom rose and fell 

tumultuously. She was beginning 

to recognise this thing that was 
approaching to possess her, and 

she was striving to beat it back 

with her will - as powerless as her 
two white slender hands would 

have been. When she abandoned 

herself a little whispered word 
escaped her slightly parted lips. 

She said it over and over under 

her breath: "free , free, free!"  

The vacant stare and the look of 
terror that had followed it went 

from her eyes. They stayed keen 

and bright. Her pulses beat fast, 
and the coursing blood warmed 

and relaxed every inch of her 

body. 
She did not stop to ask if it were 

or were not a monstrous joy that 

held her. A clear and exalted 
perception enabled her to dismiss 

the suggestion as trivial. She knew 

she would weep again when she 

saw the kind, tender hands folded 
in death; the face that had never 

looked save with love upon her, 

fixed and gray and dead. But she 
saw beyond that bitter moment a 

long procession of years to come 

that would belong to her 
absolutely. And she opened and 

spread her arms out to them in 

welcome. 

There would be no one to live for 
during those coming years; she 

would live for herself. There would 

be no powerful will bending hers in 
that blind persistence with which 

men and women believe they have 

a right to impose a private will 
upon a fellow-creature. A kind 

intention or a cruel intention made 

the act seem no less a crime as 
she looked upon it in that brief 

moment of illumination. 

And yet she had loved him - 
sometimes. Often she had not. 

What did it matter! What could 

love, the unsolved mystery, count 

for in the face of this possession of 
self-assertion which she suddenly 

recognised as the strongest 

impulse of her being! 
"Free! Body and soul free!" she 

kept whispering. 

Josephine was kneeling before 
the closed door with her lips to the 

keyhole, imploring for admission. 

"Louise, open the door! I beg; 
open the door - you will make 

yourself ill. What are you doing, 

Louise? For heaven's sake open 

the door." 
"Go away. I am not making 

myself ill."  

No; she was drinking in the very 
elixir of life through the open 

window. 

Her fancy was running riot along 
those days ahead of her. Spring 

days, and summer days, and all 

sorts of days that would be her 
own. She breathed a quick prayer 

that life might be long. It was only 

yesterday she had thought with a 
shudder that life might be long. 

She arose at length and opened 

the door to her sister's 

importunities. There was a feverish 
triumph in her eyes, and she 

carried herself unwittingly like the 

Goddess of Victory. She clasped 
her sister's waist, and together 

they descended the stairs. 

Richards stood waiting for them at 
the bottom. 

Someone was opening the front 

door with a latchkey. It was 
Brently Mallard who entered, a 

little travel-stained, composedly 

carrying his grip-sack and 

umbrella. He had been far from 
the scene of the accident, and did 

not even know there had been 

one. He stood amazed at 
Josephine's piercing cry; at 

Richards' quick motion to screen 

him from the view of his wife. 
When the doctors came they said 

she had died of heart disease - of 

the joy that kills.     
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