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New publishing success! 

Exciting student and graduate efforts to inspire you: 

 

Job Opportunities, 

near and far  
♦  Perhaps you'd like to 

check out some options?  
♦  There are plenty of 

opportunities here, possibly  
one that’s right for you. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Competitions 
♦ Bring your best photos and 

prose. Test how good you are. 
 

 

Jack Canfield, the 

‘Chicken Soup’ man 
 

♦  Your chance to learn from 

this best-selling author. 

Webinar, workbook and 
videos on writing. P.10 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Online success 
♦ Sell bicycle parts anywhere in 

the world. You could do that! 
 

 

The essentials of 

being a writer  
♦  An author who is now in 

her nineties, P D James has 

written for longer than most 
people have lived. Ten top 
tips about her craft. P.7 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

O Henry’s fiction 
♦ What would you do for love? 

Great short story. P.12 
 

The Elephant and the Dove 
By Lenie Nilsen 

See her story on Page 4 
 

All about Mai 
By Corazon Ramos-Imbang 

See her story on Page 4 
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 From the Principal 

NZIBS tutor’s work 
hits Broadway 

 

News from New York, from the 

website of Branching Out Musicals:  

an announcement that NZIBS 

Creative Writing tutor, Joan Rosier 

Jones, will have her one-act play 

“The Stars Go Down” performed 

off-Broadway in March. 

 

The announcement: 

We are thrilled to have it be our 

first original work! There is a full 

cast list to be announced as well 

as a venue so stay tuned! 

 

Joan’s play was first performed at 

Auckland’s Maidment Theatre some 
years ago, but this will be its 

New York premiere. Naturally, Joan 

will go and see it happen. 

Her work is an enduring story, 

and only time will tell whether 

American audiences appreciate its 

message. 

 

“Of course I’m excited,” she told 
Brian Morris. “Who wouldn’t be?” 

 

Many famous plays, musicals and 

playwrights got their start at small 

off-Broadway theatres.  

Hair and Godspell come to mind. 

Superstars Paul Simon, Bette 

Midler and Woody Allen got their 

start off-Broadway. 

Joan’s students will no doubt give 

her a rousing welcome home when 

the New York season ends.   
 

 

Diane Brown 

awarded Beatson 

Fellowship 2014 
 

We celebrate this recognition of 

Diane Brown’s contribution to the 
world of creative writing in 

New Zealand. 

The NZIBS Creative Writing 

Course was created by Diane, 

so those students who have 

studied Creative Writing will 

recognise her name. 

The Fellowship will allow Diane to 

spend a month at the Foxton Beach 

residence of Peter and the late 

Dianne Beatson.  

There is also a handy $7000 

stipend. 

Diane Brown said, “I teach 
creative writing and (lately) have 

not had the luxury of time to focus 

purely on my own work. 

“I’m very grateful to the Beatson 

Fellowship.” Diane’s books > 

http://www.dianebrown.co.nz/books.html  
 

Chat  To Your Tutor Day 

Mark your diary now. Start 

compiling your questions. 

Bartha Hill. Mon 24 Feb. 12n-8pm 

Dick Ward. Tue 25 Feb. 9am-1pm 

Dick Ward. Wed 26 Feb. 9am-1pm 

Phil Linklater Thu 27 Feb.5pm-7pm 

David Pardon Fri 28 Feb. 9am-12n 

David Pardon Fri 28 Feb. 3pm-8pm 

Tina Shaw Mon 3 Mar 4pm – 7pm 

Janice Marriott Tue4Mar 6.30pm–9p 
 

Call 0508-428983 at the time. 

Calls to Robert van de Voort, 

Jean Drew and Chris Mole are by 

arrangement with the registrar.

 

NZ publishing 

‘insider’ will 

speak to Society 

of Authors in Feb 
 

The NZ Society of Authors (Auckland 
branch) guest speaker on Friday 7th 
February is former Penguin Publishing 

director Geoff Walker.  
 
Date/Time: 

Meeting starts 6.15pm at AUT. 

(Call Brian Morris 0800-801-994 
for more details.) 

 

For many years Geoff Walker was 
publishing director for Penguin 

New Zealand where his books won 

various awards.  

He is highly regarded throughout 
the New Zealand book world and 

he knows the local publishing scene 

inside out. He will be interesting. 
Geoff will give an overview of the 

current state of the publishing 

industry in New Zealand, ie which 
companies have left New Zealand 

and which companies have filled 

the void.  
 

Take this opportunity to gain 

valuable insight into our industry.  
 

 
 

Chat to Your Tutor Day 

  February 2014  
Dates for you to telephone your 

tutor (toll-free) are being set up 

for late February.  
 

Keep your eye on the  

Student Discussion Board 

(NOTICE BOARD section)* for 

actual dates and the correct 

telephone number to call. 
 

Start compiling any questions or 

topics you’d like to discuss now. 
This is an opportunity – especially 

for new students – to meet your 

tutor. Where you live doesn’t 
matter. So long as you can make 

a telephone call. See the dates 

<LEFT.  

Mark your calendar or diary. 
 

*If you haven’t been on the SDB 
yet, it’s time to become familiar 

with this extra NZIBS service. 

http://www.nzibs.org/forums/index.php 

 

http://www.dianebrown.co.nz/books.html
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/index.php
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 Work New publications 

Corazon’s new book: 

All about Mai 
 

Graduate Corazon Ramos-Imbang 

has done what we all aim to do – 

she’s written her book! 
 

About her story: 
 

What do you do when you go 

back to school after having chicken 

pox and your ‘celebrity crush’ 
suddenly waltzes in and turns out 

to be your new classmate? 

It doesn’t help too, when you 
hear she’s planning to go to the 
Halloween Disco with whoever 

gives her the much coveted Taylor 

Swift bracelet from your local 

music shop.   

Dexter says he’s ‘the man’ for the 
job – but things don’t go quite to 
plan . . . 
 

All about Mai – Buy it at Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00

H44PNMU  

Or here at Smashwords: 

http://www.smashwords.com/boo

ks/view/385503 
 

Corazon writes: 

“Please celebrate with me as my 

first junior fiction novel, (9-12 

years) ‘All About Mai’ is now 

live.  

“This writing course was one of 

the best things that happened 

to me!” 
 

Corazon Ramos Imbang lives in 

Auckland with her family, a school of 

tropical fish and three cats: Rukia, 

Tigger and Winston.  

Lenie Nilsen’s new book: 

The Elephant and 

the Dove 
Student Lenie Nilsen has just 

begun her Proofreading course, but 

she joined the ranks of published 

authors last month when her book 

for children, The Elephant and the 

Dove, was launched at Premier 

House in Wellington. 
 

From the book: 

"We became restless and we knew 

something was up! We could smell it 

in the air! I said to Sortie, ‘I don't 

know why, but something inside me 

says we need to go on a journey.’ 
And do you know, Sortie said he had 

the same feeling." 

 

The Elephant and the Dove  

is on sale here: 

http://www.amazon.com/The-

Elephant-Dove-Lenie-

Nilsen/dp/1940473047 

and here: 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/s

how/7381249.Lenie_Nilsen 

 

An Amazon reviewer writes: 

“A truly inspired and unique 

perspective about Noah and the Ark, 

lovingly portrayed through the eyes 

of two elephants and a dove.  

“This story will capture the heart of 

the reader and you will be drawn 

into the very fabric of the events 

portrayed without knowing it. Well 

worth reading!"     
 

 

Job Opportunities 
 

Reporter,  

The Hutt News, Wellington 
Produce stories, photos and video 

for publication.  

Closes 10 Feb. 
 

Visual Journalist,  

Fairfax Media, Wellington  

Requires the perfect mix of 
camera, story-telling, technical and 

production skills.  

Closes 11 Feb. 
 

Reporter, NZ Herald, Auckland 

An opportunity for an ambitious  
up-and-comer to make their mark 

in national news. Closes 7 Feb. 

 
Communications Account Manager, 

Te Puni Kokiri, Wellington 

Requires editorial and design skills 
and a working knowledge of te reo 

Maori. Closes 11 Feb. 

 

Publications Control Librarian, 
NZDF, Manawatu 

Proofread and process foreign 

source and Royal NZ Air Force 
amendments for publications. 

Closes 10 Feb. 

 
Privacy and Official Information 

(POI) Editor, Ministry of Social 

Development, Wellington. 
Respond to requests for 

information made pursuant to the 

POI Act. Closes 3 Feb. 

 
Graphic Designer, Mahurangi 

Matters, Warkworth 

Requires knowledge of newspaper 
or magazine layout. Closes 7 Feb. 

 

Marketing Assistant Graphic 
Designer, Hays, Wellington 

Assist with copy-writing, 

proofreading and preparation of 
marketing material.  

No closing date. 

 
Junior reporter, HBT, Hastings 

Hawkes Bay Today wants an 

enthusiastic young news getter 

who writes accurately, quickly and 
is time-organised. Daily newspaper 

means working shifts, some 

weekends etc. Based in Hastings. 
Wonderful opportunity for a FLJ 

graduate. Send CV + cover letter 

to: editor@hbtoday.co.nz  
Closing 4 February.  

 

Editor, NZ Trucking, Auckland 
Take the wheel of NZ Trucking 

magazine. Closes 4 Feb. 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00H44PNMU
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00H44PNMU
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385503
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385503
http://www.amazon.com/The-Elephant-Dove-Lenie-Nilsen/dp/1940473047
http://www.amazon.com/The-Elephant-Dove-Lenie-Nilsen/dp/1940473047
http://www.amazon.com/The-Elephant-Dove-Lenie-Nilsen/dp/1940473047
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7381249.Lenie_Nilsen
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7381249.Lenie_Nilsen
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/mulm7/Reporter-The-Hutt-News,5610
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/5awm7/Visual-Journalist-Wellington,5689
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-690819001.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-690680981.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-690386585.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25906102
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25906102
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25911036
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25878740
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25878740
mailto:editor@hbtoday.co.nz
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/6ZBl7/Editor-NZ-Trucking,5289
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The error was right 

under our noses 
 

We’ve produced over a thousand 

newsletters for students and 
graduates since 1991. Yes, each 

one is a gem. 

The ‘eagle-eye award’ for this 
month goes to Lynda Barnes who 

spotted the error in Report #290 

“Business Cards Deserve A Lot 
More Thought”. 

What’s wrong with this sentence? 
Ideal business card dimensions are 

840mm x 530mm, the same size 
as your VISA card, which makes it 

a convenient size to slip into your 

wallet pocket. 
Just the size, that’s all. 
Trouble is, 840 x 530 should 

have been 84mm x 53mm. The 
large size wouldn’t fit, unless your 

wallet is the size of a cricket bag. 

Well spotted, Lynda. We love 

meticulous, fastidious, pernickety, 
fussy proofreaders. 

Sometimes we’ll explain to new 

students that up to five different 

people might be assigned to 

proofread critically important 

documents, such as instructions to 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726 

a search’n’rescue helicopter pilot. 
Hovering at 100m above the 
waves is different to 100mm. One 

m makes all the difference. 

So does one extra zero.  
 

 
 

Dad asked for a mower he 

didn’t have to push.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

So we built him one. 
 

 
 

What you do after the Christmas 

visitors leave. You build a couch. 

Online success 

from bike shop 

beginnings 
 
How do you overcome the 

inherent problem in a business 

that only has customers in the 

summer?  
 

Canada’s winters are harsh. Few 
people are thinking about buying 

bicycle bits when the temperature 

is below zero. 
 

When Jean-Francois Lapointe 

took over his dad’s bike shop, he 
agreed to pay the business off 

within 10 years. 
 

He managed it in four – by taking 

his product online. 
 

Originally expanding into the 
online sphere because he didn’t 
have enough business, he now has 

plenty, and calls himself Canada’s 
biggest online retailer of bicycle 

parts and accessories.  
 

To market his products online, he 

used ebay, an online selling 
platform with reach into most 

countries, and tried-and-tested 

methods for selling and being paid 
that protect both buyer and seller. 

 

Lapointe began by selling bike 

suspensions, then offered bike 

frames, bike seats, and eventually 

complete bicycles. 
 

Six years on, a third of his bike 
shop business comes through the 

Internet, not the front door. 
 

 

And the lesson? 

He found a niche where he knew 

the topic – bicycles – and he 

provided good service. 
 

Here’s the major benefit small 
operators like him get when they 

move online.  
 

They don’t have to hold 
inventory, a huge cost to most 

businesses. 
 

In Lapointe’s case, his bikes are 

delivered directly from the factory 
to his customer. This means he 

doesn’t need warehouse space 

(with all the extra costs of rent, 
insurance, power, staff, etc).  

He doesn’t handle the goods 

he is selling. It’s a huge saving 
which he can pass on to his 

customers. 

"I wish I'd done this earlier," was 
Lapointe’s only complaint. 

 

The BDH Bike Store on ebay 

allows him to compete as a major 

player. He effectively has a store 
in every town. Lapointe has a 

global customer base, and has 

been able to open a second store – 

Procycle Aylmer 
 

Interested in your own piece of 
the online commerce world? Ask 

for the free NZIBS report #224.  

See page 9 to get started.  
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726  

 

 

“Were it left to me to decide whether we 

should have a government without 

newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment 

to prefer the latter.” 

Thomas Jefferson  

 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726
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  Work 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  It’s best to learn from someone who has done the task before.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Notice how many wheels he needs? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

Digital Marketing Specialist, 

QJumpers, New Plymouth 
Deliver and manage multi-channel 

digital marketing campaigns.  

No closing date. 
 

Feature Writer,  

Manawatu Standard. Requires 
someone with a flair for writing and 

a desire to meet people and tell 

their stories. Closes 5 Feb. 

 
Editorial Production Coordinator, 

Drake, Auckland 

Process and edit manuscripts and 
assist the Editorial Manager.  

No closing date. 

 
Communications and Alumni 

Manager,  

Waiariki Institute, Rotorua 
You’ll need experience in managing 

a communications team.  

Closes 7 Feb. 
 

Wine Journalist,  

Wine-Searcher.com, Auckland 

Assist in the running the news and 
features section of an online 

magazine. Closes 17 Feb. 

 
Journalist,  

Catholic Diocese of Auckland 

requires journalist with skills and 
digital SLR camera ability.  

Closes 7 Feb. 

 
Sub-editor,  

Wine-Searcher.com, Auckland 

Edit copy, check facts, write 

headlines. Closes 17 Feb. 
 

Fashion Editor,  

New Idea, Auckland 
Ideally, you will have experience 

in fashion and photo shoots.  

No closing date. 
 

Reporter – Sunday,  

TVNZ, Auckland. You’ll need proven 
experience in long form 

investigative journalism.  

No closing date. 
 

Communications Manager,  

NIWA, Wellington 

Inspire and lead a dynamic team of 
communicators. Closes 12 Feb. 

 

Online Marketing / Communications 
Assistant, Doubledot Media, 

Christchurch 

Some copywriting and content 
writing, and a lot of proofreading 

and editing. No closing date. 

 A little Kiwi ingenuity goes a long way. 

http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/digital-marketing/listing-685351109.htm
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/dBcn7/Part-Time-Feature-Writer-Manawatu-Standard,5931
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-689462298.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-688853896.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-688853896.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25891801
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25891863
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25891985
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25899975
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25898181
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25899882
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-682348229.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-682348229.htm
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 P D James on writing 

 

Organisations 

Society of Authors 
The NZ Society of Authors works 

in the interests of authors in 

New Zealand. The Society is 

guided by values of fairness, 

accountability and responsiveness.  

The mission of the Society is to 

support the interests of all writers 

in New Zealand, and the 

communities they serve. 

Join here: 

http://www.authors.org.nz/ 
 

 

How to get a job is an ebook 

you'll find at Amazon.com This 

short $5 book gives you all the 

steps for getting a job. Age 16 

to 65, this is the book. 

http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky 

Call 0800-801994  for a chat 

about your new career options.  
 

 

The Poets Society 

Membership of the New Zealand 

Poetry Society entitles you to their 

bimonthly magazine and reduced 

fees in their competitions. 

Several other benefits include a 

members-only website page. 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join 
 

 

New Zealand Freelance 

Writers’ Association 

Have you found their site yet?  If 

you haven’t found a suitable 

writer’s group locally, look online.  

Here’s where you can go to 

connect with other writers. 

http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/ 

 
 

Romance Writers of NZ 

This non-profit organisation was 

founded in 1990 by Jean Drew 

(NZIBS tutor). RWNZ has over 

260 members (published and 

unpublished writers) from NZ, 

Australia, USA, UK and SA. 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/ 
 

 

MEDIA caps for NZIBS graduates 

 Journalist,  

 Sports Journalist 
 Photographer  

Travel Writer.  

If you’d like one, 
please send $10 and 

a letter detailing your 

name, postal address and former 

student number. One size fits all.  
 


P D James  
10 tips on being an author 
 

1. You must be born to write 
A tutor can help people write 

more effectively and she can 

probably teach people a lot of little 
tips for writing a novel, but I don't 

think somebody who cannot write 

and does not care for words can 
ever be made into a writer. It just 

is not possible. 
 

Nobody could make me into a 

musician. Somebody might be able 
to teach me how to play the piano 

reasonably well after a lot of 

effort, but they can't make a 
musician out of me and you cannot 

make a writer out of someone who 

doesn’t care about words. I feel 

that very profoundly. 
 

2. Write about what you know 
You absolutely should write about 

what you know. There are all sorts 

of small things you should store up 

and use. Nothing is ever lost to a 
writer. You have to learn to stand 

outside of yourself. All experience, 

whether painful or happy is 
somehow stored up and sooner or 

later it's used in a story. 

I love situations where people 

are thrown together in unwelcome 

proximity, where all kinds of 

reprehensible emotions can bubble 
up.  

I think you must write what you 

feel you want to write about 
because then the book is genuine 

and that comes through. 

I believe someone who has a 
feeling for words and who knows 

how to use them well will find a 

publisher. Publishers always need 
to find new writers. We all will die, 

so there have to be successors.  

3. Find your own routine 
I think all writers are different. 

It's interesting, isn't it, how 

different we are? 
 

Some people must have a quiet 

room, the right pen and others do 

everything on a computer.  

I write by hand and I can write 
more or less anywhere as long as 

I've got a comfortable chair, a 

table, an unlimited amount of biros 
to write with and lined paper to 

write on. 

I dictate what I’ve done to my PA 
and, from her printout, I do the 

first revision.  
 

In a sense, therefore, I revise as 

I go. It's important to get up early 
- before London really wakes and 

the telephone calls begin and the 

emails pile up. This is the best 
time for me, the time of quiet in 

the morning, 
 

4. Be aware that the writing 

business is always changing 

Goodness gracious, how the 
world of publishing has changed!  

It is much easier now to produce 

a manuscript with all the modern 

technology.  
It is probably a greater 

advantage now, more than ever 

before, to have an agent between 

you and the publisher. 

Everything has changed and it's 
really quite astonishing, because 

people can self-publish now.  

Actually, publishers do look at 

what is self-published and there 
are examples of novice writers 

picking up very lucrative contracts. 
 

5. Read, write and don't 

daydream! 
To write well, I advise people to 

read widely. See how people who 

are successful get their results, 
but don't copy them.  

http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://tinyurl.com/pgvgjky
http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join
http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/
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 P D James on writing 

 

 Work 

And then you've got to write! 
We learn to write by writing, 

not by just facing an empty page 

and dreaming of the wonderful 
success we are going to have. 

I don't think it matters much what 

you use as practice, it might be a 
short story, it might be the 

beginning of a novel, or it might be 

something for a local magazine, 
but you must write and try to 

improve your writing all the time. 

Don't think about it or talk about 
it, get the words down. 

 

6. Enjoy your own company 
Writing is undoubtedly a lonely 

career, but I suspect people who 

find it terribly lonely are not 

committed writers. I think if you 
are a writer you realise how 

valuable the time is when you are 

absolutely alone with your 
characters in complete peace. 

I think it is a necessary loneliness 

for most writers - they wouldn't 
want to be always in the middle of 

everything having a wonderful life. 

I've never felt lonely as a writer, 
but I know some people do. 

 

7. Choose a good setting 
Something always sparks off a 

novel. With me, it's always the 

setting. I have a strong response 
to the 'spirit of a place'. 

I remember when I was looking for 

a novel idea. I was standing on a 

lonely stretch of beach in East 
Anglia. I shut my eyes and listened 

to the sound of the waves on the 

pebble shore. Then I opened them 
and turned from looking at the and 

cold North Sea, and there, 

overshadowing this lonely stretch 
of beach was the great, empty, 

white outline of Sizewell nuclear 

power station. In that moment I 
had my novel idea. I called it 

Devices and Desires. 
 

8. Never go anywhere without 

a notebook because you can see 

a face that will be exactly right for 

one of your characters. You can 
see a place and think of the 

perfect words to describe it. I do 

that when I'm writing, I think it's a 
sensible thing for all writers to do. 

 

I've already written little bits of 

my next novel as those things 

have occurred to me. I've got the 

setting already. I've got the title, 

I've got most of the plot and I 

shall start the serious writing of it 

next month.                                                         

 

9. Never talk about a book 

before it is finished 

And I never show it to anybody 

until it is finished. I don't show the 

manuscript to anybody even then, 
except for my publisher and my 

agent. Then there is the anxious 

time until they phone me about it. 
 

I'm usually pretty confident by 
the time I've sent it in but I have 

those moments when I think, 'Well 

I sent it to them on Friday, so by 
Saturday night they should ring up 

to say how wonderful it is!' 
 

I'm always aware that people 

might have preferences and think 

that one book is better than 
another. 

 

10. Know when to stop 

I am lucky to have written as 
many books as I have, and it has 

been a joy. With old age, it 

becomes more difficult. It takes 

longer for the inspiration to come, 
but the thing about being a writer 

is that you need to write. 
 

What I am working on now will 
be another detective story, it does 

seem important to write one more.  
 

But I think it is very important to 

know when to stop. 
 

Some writers, particularly of 
detective fiction, have published 

books they should not have 

published. I don't think my 
publisher would let me do that. 

I hope I would know myself 

whether a book was worth 
publishing or not.  

 

I think so long as I’m alive, I 

shall write. There will be a time to 

stop writing but that will probably 
be when I come to a stop too. 

 

Job Opportunities 
 
Chief Reporter, Hawkes Bay Today 

Requires someone with leadership, 

writing and editing skills and a 
nose for news.  

No closing date. 

 

Sports Reporter, The Christchurch 
Star Company 

Report for the Star and its stable 

of community newspaper titles.  
No closing date. 

 

Individualised Funding Coach, 
Manawanui Incharge, Christchurch 

Support people to manage their 

government-funded supports. 
Closes 14 Feb. 

 

Social Media/Content Coordinator, 

Waiariki Institute of Technology, 
Rotorua 

Requires technical knowledge in 

online design, development, 
administration, content 

management and branded 

publishing. Closes 4 Feb. 
 

Graphic Designer and 

Photography, Waiariki Institute of 
Technology, Rotorua 

Requires evidence of successful 

graphic design work, layout skills 
and creative services.  

Closes 7 Feb. 

 

Senior Communications Advisor, 
Audit NZ, Wellington 

Develop, advise on, and 

implement communication 
strategies.  

Closes 9 Feb. 

 
All these jobs were listed on 

the Student Discussion Board 

SDB when they were fresh. 
That could have been a week ago! 
 

Lifestyle Reporter,  
Fairfax Media, Auckland 

Write travel pieces, TV, film and 

food reviews and features.  

Closes 3 Feb. 
 

Community Manager,  

Booktrack, Auckland 
Manage customer communications 

and social media marketing.  

No closing date. 
 

Photography Internship,  

Duo Photography, Wellington 
Train with a mobile"home portrait" 

studio, specialising in children and 

family portraiture.  
Closes 20 Feb. 

 

http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25888503
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25888539
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25908769
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25888584
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25888804
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25888804
https://jobs.govt.nz/jobtools/jncustomsearch.viewFullSingle?in_organid=16563&in_jnCounter=222473565&in_skills=editorial
https://careers.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/jobdetails/ajid/xsnn7/Lifestyle-Reporter,5992
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/digital-marketing/listing-688036304.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/other/listing-687948191.htm
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Online Openings  
for editors and proofreaders 
When searching online, search 
for variations of what you want, 

i.e: 
 

 Proof reading 
 Book editing  

 Editing 

 Manuscript correcting  

Get creative. Look for variations. 
 

Craigslist.org 
Check this international billboard 

of opportunities, jobs etc.   

http://auckland.craigslist.org/ 

 

 
 

Online Writing Jobs 
http://www.online-writing-

jobs.com/jobs/freelance-

proofreading-jobs.php 
 
 

Virtual Vocations 
The whole spectrum of vocations 

is here – so use a targeted search 
to find your specialty. 

http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs 
 

 

You’ll probably have better English 
than the boss. 

 

iFreelance 
Advertise your services here: 

http://www.ifreelance.com/ 
 

 

Freelance Writing Gigs 
Online references, contract jobs 

and plenty of contacts. 

http://FreelanceWritingGigs.com 
 
 

Freelance Writing 
This site gives links to writing, 

proofreading and editing work: 

http://FreelanceWriting.com 
 

Elance.com 
https://www.elance.com/q/find-
work/online-work-overview/ 
 

 

Darren Cullen, an undergraduate 

student from the Glasgow School 

of Art managed to make his art 

project so contentious that the 

billboard company, which was to 

have displayed it, said they might 

withdraw from participation. 
 

In a statement about his 

philosophy, Cullen said: 

"Today people are living far 

beyond their means, going into 

debt, buying things they can't 

afford, because they have this 

belief that any problem can be 

solved and happiness can be 

achieved through buying products. 

"Now that, for the most part, is 

down to advertising, which 

manipulates people's desires and 

keeps them reliant on making 

purchases for their life satisfaction. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"When those consumers were 

children they were told about 

Santa Claus and all the amazing 

shiny products he was going to 

bring them - all for free. 

"I think that's more immoral 

than this billboard." 
 

While Cullen denied trying to be 

the bad guy, his posters 

emphasise his opinion: 

His slogans: "Stop Lying To Your 

Children About Santa Claus" and 

"Santa Gives More To Rich Kids 

Than Poor Kids" are part of a final-

year project which had the aim of 

highlighting the dangers of 

consumerism. 

"I am disappointed,” he said, 

“but I’ll contact other companies to 

see if they can help. 

"I hope to get the project up and 

running some time soon." 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Reliable in parts, perhaps . . . 

http://auckland.craigslist.org/
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs
http://www.ifreelance.com/
http://freelancewritinggigs.com/
http://freelancewriting.com/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/


 

 

New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ◊ P O Box 282288 Auckland 2147 N.Z. 
Telephone: 0800 80 1994  ◊  www.nzibs.co.nz  ◊  Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz                                           P a g e  | 9  

  

 
 

Work 

 

Jack Canfield 

speaks out 
 
When the man who created the 

Chicken Soup For The Soul series 

of books, Jack Canfield, shares his 
ideas and techniques, it pays to 

listen and take notes.  

 

 
 

(Jack’s books have sold more 

than 500 million copies)  
 

If you put in your email address 

here: 

http://www.bestsellerblueprint.co
m/jackcanfieldvideo2014/ 

 

You’ll get some videos on self-
publishing and you’ll get an 
invitation to a video presentation.  

(The video runs on demand – you 
choose the time slot.) 
 

There's a PDF you can use as a 

workbook. Download it here: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/jj-
docs/Bestseller-Blueprint.pdf 

 

Topics Covered: 

 The Author’s Money Tree 

 What Could Be Worth 

More? 

 How to write a Bestseller 

 Publishing the right way 

 10 keys to creating a 

Bestseller 

 Thinking Big 

 Jack’s writing process 
 

 
 

 

“I've always wanted to go 

to Switzerland to see what 

their army does with 

those wee red knives.” 
Billy Connolly  

PS  Billy will tour NZ in 2014. 

Our NZIBS website 
You can learn new skills and make 

a new career for yourself. Please 
pass on our website URL to your 

friends. Thanks. Brian Morris 
 

 

Freelance Travel Writing & 

Photography: 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40 

 

Journalism & NonFiction Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38 
 

Sports Journalism  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60 

 
 

Creative Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28 
 

Romance Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58 
 

Mystery & Thriller Writing  

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50 
 

How to write poetry 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44 
 

Writing Stories for Children 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83 
 

Writing Short Stories 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79 
 

Writing Your First Novel 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85 

 
 

Internet Entrepreneur   

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726  

 
 

Life Coaching 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46 

 
 

Digital Photography Beginners 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30 
 

Freelance Photography 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130 

 
Proofreading and Book Editing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56 

 
Information on any course we 

provide is available by telephone: 
 

0800 801994. 
 

You already have one foot on the first 

rung of life’s ladder. Your climb could 

take you to the stars. 

Call Carol Morris, Registrar.

Job Opportunities 
 

Marketing and Sales, 
AssessSystems, Auckland 

Take responsibility for the design 

and implementation of a complete 
marketing strategy. No closing 

date. 

 
Junior Graphic Designer / Photo 

Editor, GrabOne, Auckland 

Source and edit images to sell 
deals. No closing date. 

 

Sub-editor, Bauer Media Group, 
Auckland. Work across three 

motorbike titles. No closing date. 

 

Copywriter, Font, Auckland. 
Seeking a fashion copywriter who 

writes as if they worked for Vogue. 

No closing date. 
 

Brand & Marketing Assistant, 

Madison Recruitment, Auckland 
Ideal for a recent graduate seeking 

a learning environment in which 

they can apply their skills in social 
media and design.  

No closing date. 

 

Head of Digital, 
Metro Recruitment, Auckland 

Manage the development and 

delivery of a customer-focused 
website on multiple digital 

platforms. No closing date. 

 
Contract Sub-editor / Editor,    

 Auckland.  A strong knowledge of 

sports is needed. No closing date. 
 

Junior Reporter,  

Hawkes Bay Today, Hastings 
Seeking a journalism graduate or a 

young journalist looking to move 

up to a daily newspaper.  

Closes 4 Feb. 
 

Professional Journalist,  

DMV Media, Wellington 
Must be able to write for Chinese 

readers. No closing date. 

 
Media Editor,  

The University of Auckland 

Seeking professionals to help  
tell their stories.  

Closes 8 Feb. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
We post new jobs on SDB three 

times a week so they’re always 
fresh. Make a habit of looking 
there every other day. 

http://www.bestsellerblueprint.com/jackcanfieldvideo2014/
http://www.bestsellerblueprint.com/jackcanfieldvideo2014/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/jj-docs/Bestseller-Blueprint.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/jj-docs/Bestseller-Blueprint.pdf
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=40
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=38
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=60
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=28
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=58
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=50
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=44
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=83
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=79
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=85
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=1726
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=46
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=30
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=130
http://nzibs.co.nz/?page_id=56
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25857141
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25865027
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25865027
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25831490
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25855915
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-685793264.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25864329
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-687221098.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25873668
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-686042739.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-686259105.htm
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Competitions Groups to join 

International 

Writers’ Workshop 
Meets on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 

each month, February to November 

inclusive, at the Lake House Arts 
Centre, Takapuna, Auckland. 

http://www.iww.co.nz/ 
 

 
 

Hibiscus Coast Writers 
Members enjoy workshops and six 

competitions a year including 
poetry, short stories, drama and 

non-fiction. Meet local writers.  

http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/ 
 

 
 

Photography Clubs  
They are everywhere - nationwide.  

Photography clubs keep you up to 
date with events, seminars, 

competitions, and more.   

NZ Photographic Society details: 
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html 
 

 
 

Kiwi Write 4 Kids 

Kiwi Write4Kidz is an organisation 

for adults who like to write tales 
for children. If you want to learn 

more about technique, you can 

hear it direct from the mouths of 

the finest Kiwi children's authors.  
http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Story Mint 
 
Participate in a serial here: 

http://thestorymint.com/story-mintery 
You can add one chapter of up to 

500 words to the latest serial. 
Put your name down for a slot 

and write 480 -500 words to carry 

the story forward. 
That makes you on on-line author. 

The Fish Awards 
Short Story and Poetry  
Stories on any theme written in 

English, maximum 5,000 words. 
 

The 2014 competitions will be 

open soon. Details here: 
 

http://www.fishpublishing.com/wri

ting-contest-competition.php 
  
 

 
 

Writer’s Digest has been shining 
a spotlight on new writers in all 

genres through its Annual Writing 
Competition for over 80 years.  

 

You can enter their 83rd Annual 

Writing Competition for your 
chance to win and have your work 

seen by US editors and agents! 

The winning entries of this writing 
contest will also be on display in 

the 83rd Annual Writer’s Digest 
Competition Collection. 
 

Early-Bird Entry Deadline:  

5 May  2014 
 

http://www.writersdigest.com/com

petitions/writers-digest-annual-
competition 

 
 

Photo Competitions 
 

More than 200 competitions are 

listed here: 

http://www.photographycompetitions.net 
 

Among them all, there will be at 

least ONE you’ll like. Enter it. 

You only have to win once to be 
famous, like Lorraine Downes!

GLIMMER TRAIN 
 

FICTION Entries Open 
Entrant guidelines: 

Open to all subjects, all themes, 

and all writers. 
Most entries run from 2,000 to 

8,000 words, but stories from 

2,000 to 20,000 words are 

accepted. Held quarterly: Open to 
submissions in MARCH, JUNE, 

SEPTEMBER, and DECEMBER. 
 

Next deadline: March 31.  
http://www.glimmertrain.com/writguid1.html 

 
 

Writer’s Relief 
30 day ‘Know Thyself’ challenge  

Define who you are as a writer – 

and there’s a prize... but you have 
to enter to discover it. 

 

You do need a Facebook account. 

http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief 
 

 
 

 

This author failed the first test. He 

tried to read the book to his dog. 

 

 
 

In the Principal’s  
jargon book: 
 

Spread sheet =  

when a farmer fertilises his field. 
 

Hard drive =  

two flat tyres, dodgy gears and a 

clutch that doesn’t work.  
 

3 ½ inch floppy =  

droppings from a small cow. 
 

Cell phone =  

your one free call from prison. 

One very happy 

proofreader 
 

Cindy Kingsbury says:  

“I am on my way to recovering 
my course costs.  

“The paper I was donating my 

proofreading time to (for the 

work experience) has expanded 
and it now pays me to proofread 

each issue. 

“I have been approached by new 
clients (who saw my profile on 

Donanza.com).  

“A new website has been 
launched for Australians and New 

Zealanders and they want me to 

proofread its content. This is 
another ongoing job. 

“I am also on a shortlist of 

proofreaders for an Australian 
online magazine I found through 

Odesk.com.” 
Cindy Kingsbury, one very 

happy proofreader. 
 

Note: Cindy started training less 
than a year ago. She lives in a 

remote part of the South Island. 

 
 

http://www.iww.co.nz/
http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html
http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/
http://thestorymint.com/story-mintery
http://www.fishpublishing.com/writing-contest-competition.php
http://www.fishpublishing.com/writing-contest-competition.php
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition
http://www.photographycompetitions.net/
http://www.glimmertrain.com/writguid1.html
http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief
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Student & Graduate Discussion Board Work 

 

Robert V 

Photography tutor 
If you’re sending in photos for 
assignments, or for challenges 
or competitions, please 

remember to give these 

important details: 
 

 Aperture setting – 

including why you 

chose that one 

 Shutter speed – 

including why you 

chose that one 

The aperture and the shutter 

speed are the two most 

important aspects of making a 
photograph so they deserve 

serious consideration. 

The photography tutor can help 
you better if you give reasons 
for choosing specific settings. 

 

Competitions  

Have a go!  ☺ 
 

For details of all competitions, click 
the links and join in!  
 

Winners’ names are posted on the 
SDB after the competitions are 
judged at month’s end.  
 

See the competitions here: 

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis

play.php?f=11 
 

Photography competitions: 

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdis
play.php?f=4 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

WHY SENIORS STILL NEED 
NEWSPAPERS  
When visiting my daughter, I asked 

if I could borrow a newspaper. 
 

"This is the 21st century," she said. 
"We don't waste money on 

newspapers. Here, use my iPad." 
 

That fly never knew what hit him. 

Strong winds? 
The weather people said to expect 

strong winds, so this fellow made 
use of an old bus he bought on 

CraigsList.com  

It makes a perfect storm shelter. 
 

 
 

Holiday time 

precautions. 
Which works best, the $5000 

electronic surveillance CCTV 

system or a handwritten note 

on the door? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Proofreaders are needed in every 
department. Look for the signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job Opportunities 
 
Freelance Desktop Publisher, 

Blum NZ, Auckland 

Prepare, proof and edit Blum's 
international technical catalogue. 

No closing date. 

 

Website Editor/Creator & 
Marketing Assistant, 

Sanzi Imports, Auckland 

Do you have aspirations to take 
charge of your own department? 

No closing date. 

 
Speech Writer / Corporate Comms 

Contractor, Momentum Consulting, 

Auckland 
Prepare speeches and write 

corporate external 

communications. No closing date. 

 
Translator: English to Chinese, 

International College of Auckland 

Read through manuscripts written 
in English and rewrite them in 

Chinese. No closing date. 
(I wonder what happens to them then?) 
 

Information Architect / Tech 

Writer,  Talent International, 
Wellington. Provide editorial advice 

to technical writers. Mentor, train, 

influence and coach staff. 
No closing date.  

 

Broadcast Media,  
MediaWorks, Wellington 

Deliver strong, lively, accurate 

news packages under pressure.  
No closing date. 

 

Youth Worker / Computer Studio 

Coordinator,  
Merivale Centre, Tauranga 

Mentor, challenge and care for 

young people learning about 
programming, art, photography, 

graphic design, etc.  

Closes 4 Feb. 
 

Technical Writer/Documentation, 

920, Waikato 
Document and format plans, 

ensuring they are clearly laid out. 

No closing date. 

 
Freelance Journalist/Editor, Inflight 

Publishing, Wellington 

Write and sub-edit for a new 
publication due to be released April 

this year. No closing date. 

 
If the closing date has passed, 

ask whether the position was filled. 

You could still get lucky.

http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=11
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://nzibs.org/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=4
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25837642
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25846525
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25846525
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25853499
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25853499
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25849315
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/it/web-design/listing-685407028.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/it/web-design/listing-685407028.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-685387305.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/education/other/listing-685350491.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/education/other/listing-685350491.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/it/business-systems-analysts/listing-684980222.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/job/25827664
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Fiction to finish…
 

Christmas Gifts 
 

from a short story ‘Gifts of the Magi’,  
by O. Henry (abridged)  
Reproduced for educational purposes. 

 
One dollar and eighty-seven. 
That was all. Pennies saved in ones 

and twos by bulldozing grocer and 

vegetable man and butcher until her 

cheeks had burned. Three times Della 

counted it.  

There was clearly nothing to do but 

flop on the shabby couch in their $8 a 

week flat, and howl. So Della did it, 

afterwards attending to her cheeks with 

the powder rag.  

She went to the window and looked 

out dully at a gray cat walking a gray 

fence in a gray back yard. Tomorrow 

would be Christmas Day and she had 

been saving every penny she could 

while planning something nice for him. 

Something fine and rare and sterling; 

something worthy enough to be owned 

by Jim. 

She had $1.87 to make it happen. 

There was a slim mirror on the wall 

between two windows: a pierglass. 

Della suddenly whirled from the window 

and stood before the glass. She undid 

her hair and let it fall, rippling and 

shining like a cascade of brown waters. 

It reached below her knee and made 

itself almost a garment for her. 

The James Dillingham Youngs had 

two treasured possessions. One was 

Jim's gold watch; it had been his 

father's and his grandfather's. The other 

was Della's hair.  

They had mighty pride in those. The 

Queen of Sheba’s jewels would surely 

have been depreciated by a sight of 

Della’s hair; King Solomon, if still alive, 

would likely pluck his beard with envy if 

he ever saw Jim check his timepiece. 

Della did her hair up again nervously 

and quickly. Once she faltered for a 

minute and stood still while a tear or two 

splashed on the worn red carpet. 

With a whirl of skirts, in her old brown 

jacket and hat, she fluttered out the 

door and down the stairs to the street. 

She walked quickly and where she 

stopped the sign read: "Mne Sofronie. 

Hair Goods of All Kinds."  

Della ran up one flight, collecting 

herself at the top, panting. 

"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della. 

Down rippled the brown cascade. 

"Twenty dollars," said Madame, lifting 

the mass with a practised hand. 

Two hours tripped by as she 

ransacked the stores; as soon as she 

saw it she knew that it must be Jim's. 

A platinum fob chain simple in design; 

it proclaimed its value by substance, not 

by meretricious ornamentation - as all 

good things should do. It was a worthy 

partner for ‘The Watch’.  
Twenty-one dollars they took from her 

for it, and she hurried home with 87 

cents. With that chain on his watch Jim 

might be properly anxious about the 

time in any company. Grand as the 

watch was, he sometimes looked at it 

on the sly on account of the old leather 

strap he used in place of a chain. 

At home, intoxication had to give way 

to practicality.  

Some respectability restored, she 

looked at her reflection in the mirror, 

critically. Tiny, close-lying curls made 

her look like a truant schoolboy. 

"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to 

herself, "before he takes a second look 

at me, he'll say I look like a Coney 

Island chorus girl. But what could I do? 

Oh, what could I do with a dollar and 

eighty-seven cents?" 

Jim was never late. At 7 o'clock Della 

doubled the fob chain in her hand and 

sat on a corner of the table near the 

door. The coffee was made and the 

frying-pan heated, ready to cook their 

chops. 

She heard his step on the stair and 

turned white for just a moment. She 

prayed he’d still think her pretty. 
She watched the handle; it turned and 

Jim stepped in, thin and very serious. 

Poor fellow, he was only twenty-two.  

He needed a new overcoat  

and he had no gloves. 

He stopped, stared fixedly 

at her, as immovable as a 

setter at the scent of quail; 

it was not anger, surprise,  

disapproval, horror, or any  

other sentiment that she had  

been prepared for.  

"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't  

look at me that way. I had my hair  

cut off and sold because I couldn't have 

lived through Christmas without giving 

you a present. My hair grows awfully 

fast. Say `Merry Christmas!' Jim, and 

let's be happy. You don't know what a 

nice - what a beautiful, nice gift I've got 

for you." 

"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim. 

"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. 

"Don't you like me just as well, anyhow? 

I'm still me without my hair, ain't I?" 

Jim looked about the room. 

"You say your hair is gone?"  

"You needn't look for it," said Della. 

"It's sold; it went for you. Shall I put the 

chops on, Jim?" 

Jim recovered fast. He enfolded her, 

drawing the object of his affection close. 

Then he drew a package from his 

overcoat pocket and threw it on the 

table. 

"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he 

said, "about me. Neither haircut nor 

shampoo could make me like you less. 

Unwrap that package. You’ll see why 
you had me thinking for a moment.” 

Her fingers tore at the string and 

paper, an ecstatic scream of joy burst 

out as she caught a glimpse of the 

contents.  

Alas! Tears and wails immediately 

followed; the situation needed every 

comforting power employed. 

In tortoise shell, with jewelled rims, it 

was the set of combs, side and back, 

that Della had seen and worshipped in 

a Broadway window. They were 

expensive, she knew. Her heart had 

simply craved and yearned without the 

least hope of possession. And now they 

were hers, but the tresses were gone. 

She hugged them to her bosom, and 

at length she was able to look up with 

dim eyes and a smile. 

"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" 

And then remembering he had not yet 

seen her gift, she held it out to him. The 

dull precious metal seemed to flash with 

a reflection of her spirit as it rested in 

her upturned palm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“You can check the hour a hundred 
times and more a day now, Jim. Get out 

your watch. I want to see how it looks." 

Jim smiled.  

He tumbled down on the couch and 

put his hands under the back of his 

head, as he looked at her.  

"Dell, put the presents away. They're 

too nice to use just now. I sold the 

watch for money to buy your combs.  

"Why don't you put the chops on?" 


