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O F   B U S I N E S S   S T U D I E S 

 

 

Student Success 
♦ Three more students share 
their success stories.  
 

 
 

Defibrillators save 
lives – maybe yours 
♦ Do you know where to find 
one should you need it? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Put an element of 
surprise in your 
writing 
♦ Hit your reader when they 
least expect it. 

 

It’s all meat… 
♦ But when it’s horse meat, 
something smells in the 
stable.  
 

 
 

Addictions 
♦ We all have them. Are 
yours holding you back? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Websites to explore 
♦ Each month we’ll bring you 
three more websites which 
caught our attention. They 
may catch yours, too. 

 

Job Opportunities, 
near and far  
♦ Including, maybe, the one 
you’ve been waiting for.  
 

 
 

Competitions 
♦ Three new ones, plus the 
usual SDB challenges to 
keep you busy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Too many 
questions? 
♦ A questioning child and a 
missing parent.  
Fiction to finish. P12. 
 

You can’t go until your work is done.  
The driver of this ute was doing 120kph when he clipped the guardrail. 

 

Look closely at the first photo - take your time…then turn to the next page… 

 

Look at the picture below and you can see where this driver broke through the guardrail, on the right side 

of the culvert, where the people are standing on the road, pointing...  
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From the Principal  

 

You don’t know 
how lucky you 
are, mate! 

 

The culvert is near Flagstaff 

town, Arizona, on U.S. Hwy 100.  

 

Maybe the young couple now 

have important work to do, 

persuading other drivers to slow 

down. We know most people 

drive too fast.  

And most people who speed 

are not so lucky. 

  

Do you have an important story 

to write? Get it done asap.  

You never know what tomorrow 

will bring you.  

 

The pick-up was travelling  

from right to left when it crashed 

through the guard rail.  

 

The vehicle flipped end-over-

end, bounced off and across the 

culvert outlet, and landed right 

side up on the left side of the 

culvert, facing the opposite 

direction from which the driver 

was traveling. 

 

The 22-year-old driver and his 

18-year-old passenger were 

unhurt except for minor cuts and 

bruises. 

 

After looking at the second 

picture, you’ll understand this: 
  

If God isn’t done with you, then 

God isn’t done with you!!   








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Morris  Principal 
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 Work  

On our website 
Learn new skills and make 

yourself a new career. 
 

 

Journalism: 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=journalism-non-fiction-writing  

 

Travel Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=travel-writing 

 

Sports Journalism  

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=sports-journalism 

 
 

Creative Writing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=creative-writing 

 

Romance  

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=romance-writing 

 

Mysteries and Thrillers  

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=mystery-thriller-writing 

 

Poetry 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=poetry-songwriting 

 

Stories for Children 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=writing-stories-for-children 

 

Short Stories 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=short-stories 

 
 

Life Coaching 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=life-coaching 

 
 

Proofreading and Editing 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page

=book-editing-proofreading-and-

publishing 

 
Information on any course we run 

is available on: 
 

09 532 9059 or 0800 80 1994. 
 

You already have one foot on the 

first rung of a ladder; your climb 

could take you to the stars. 
 

*call Carol Morris  Registrar, now. 

The Pope retired? 
 

 
 

It takes something really unusual 

to catch the whole world by 

surprise. Sudden good fortune or 

unexpected calamities are almost 

normal events. 

But no one predicted the Pope 

would announce “I’m retiring.” 
Dying yes, but not retiring. 

What can we learn from this? 

There is always an opportunity to 

surprise your audience.  

If JK Rowling published a 

gardening book or a recipe book, 

that would rate about 50% 

surprising with me.  

If a character in your story does 

something completely unexpected, 

absolutely without verisimilitude, 

you can say “Did you foresee the 
Pope retiring? Did you foretell 

9/11? You must expect the 

unexpected.”  
There you are. You now have a 

precedent for putting unexpected 

developments into your next story. 

Keep your readers on tenterhooks.  

Spring surprises. Keep them 

expecting the unexpected. 
 

Brian Morris  Principal 

 

 

Job Opportunities 
 

News Reporter, Fairfax 

Media, Christchurch 
Seeking journalist with 
exceptional news sense.  

Closes 12 March. 
 
Trainee Writer, Nelson 
Publishing company offers full 

training for writer.  
No closing date. 
 
Webinar Manager, CCH 

Publishing, Tauranga 
Organise and deliver online 
seminars. No closing date. 

 
Experienced Journalist, 
Radio NZ, Auckland 
Have you got the drive to get 

to the bottom of the story? 
Closes 20 March. 
 

Producer – Networks, Radio 
NZ, Wellington 
Cover everything from current 
affairs to specialist interest 

magazine programming. Closes 
18 March. 
 
Morning Report Producer, 

Radio NZ, Wellington 
Cover the highest profile 
stories in NZ and overseas. 

Closes 20 March. 
 
Studio Assistant, PixiFoto, 
Auckland 

Studio photography and 
customer service. No closing 
date. 

 
Communications and PR, NZ 
Marine, Auckland 
Write and produce printed and 

online publications.  
No closing date. 
 
Communications Officer, 

Greenpeace, Auckland 
Design, produce and manage 
communications output. No 

closing date. 
 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=journalism-non-fiction-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=journalism-non-fiction-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=travel-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=travel-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=sports-journalism
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=sports-journalism
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=creative-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=creative-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=romance-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=romance-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=mystery-thriller-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=mystery-thriller-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=poetry-songwriting
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=poetry-songwriting
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=writing-stories-for-children
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=writing-stories-for-children
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=short-stories
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=short-stories
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=life-coaching
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=life-coaching
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=book-editing-proofreading-and-publishing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=book-editing-proofreading-and-publishing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=book-editing-proofreading-and-publishing
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-568967995.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-569242796.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/webinar-manager/in/bay-of-plenty-tauranga/24109136
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/experienced-journalist/in/auckland-auckland-central/24115563
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/producer-networks/in/wellington-wellington-central/24115816
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/morning-report-producer/in/wellington-wellington-central/24115815
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/studio-assistant-sylvia-auckland/in/auckland-auckland/24116844
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-567593618.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-567224759.htm
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Websites to explore 
 

1. Throw Grammar 
from the train 

 
Described by its writer as 

‘Notes from a recovering 
nitpicker’, this hotchpotch of 
whimsical memory and cutting 
comment about the state of 
editing is well worth a visit..   

 
http://throwgrammarfromthetrai
n.blogspot.co.nz/  

 
 

2. Quick Sprout 

 
Do you want more visitors to 

your blog or website? Do you 
want to sell more of what you 
write?  

Marketing Maven Neil Patel has 

a website full of strategies for 
getting better value from YOUR 
website   

 
http://www.quicksprout.com/  

 

 

 

3. The subversive 
copy editor blog 

 

Publisher’s Weekly has written 
about this website: 

“What may be the best copy 
editor’s companion since CMS.” 

 
This site includes things like: 
 Interesting views about 

what editors actually DO 

 Ways to work faster and 

more effectively 

 How to promote yourself, 

your writing, and your book 

 

All in all, a very useful and 
entertaining site.  

But then, editors’ sites are,  
aren’t they?  

 

http://www.subversivecopyeditor

.com/blog/  

 

 

People die  
in airplanes  
all the time  

 
According to the news, a woman 

died on an American Airlines flight 

from Haiti to New York.  

Once inflight she claimed she had 

trouble breathing and asked for 

oxygen.  

According to her family, she was 

twice refused oxygen by a flight 

attendant. She died in the plane. 

There are 55,000 flights a day in 

the United States. So about five 

and a half million Americans will fly 

today.  

That means someone’s going to 
get sick and someone’s going to 
die, inflight, or in an airport.  

The real problem here is what 

equipment and services are on 

board the planes.  

Do you know your rights; what 

are the responsibilities of the flight 

crew and the captain; and in what 

order do they exercise those 

responsibilities? 
 

First of all, the news story.  

A woman who had heart troubles 

and was diabetic was on the plane. 

She said she had difficulty 

breathing and asked the American 

Airlines flight attendant for 

oxygen. 

According to other witnesses on 

the plane, he initially said,  

“If you’re a diabetic, oxygen 
won’t help you.”  

Not so, and he’s not a doctor.  
He initially refused her, and then 

a while later he refused her again. 

The purser noticed the 

deteriorating situation and 

immediately got two oxygen 

canisters. (They carry 12 on 

board.) He asked if there were any 

medical personnel on that flight 

and there were four - doctors, 

nurses or EMTs. 

They laid her flat on the aisle, 

administered the oxygen and after 

that delay she didn’t look good.  
The pilot called “What is her 

condition?” and they said “We’re 
still working on her.” 

He asked, “Should I divert the 
flight?” 

 “No, we’re still working on her.” 
About five minutes later the pilot 

called again. “Is she conscious or 
unconscious?”  

They said “She’s unconscious.” 
The captain immediately said 

“I’m heading west to Miami.”  
But within five minutes she was 

dead. The flight attendants 

eventually brought out the 

portable defibrillator.  

By the time they got the 

defibrillator out there was no need 

for it because the passenger had 

already died. 

 

That’s the story. 
At least, that’s the way American 

Airlines and other witnesses are 

reporting. The family claimed the 

oxygen canisters didn’t work but 
that is not the case - the oxygen 

cylinders did work. 

What’s reassuring is that 
American Airlines, Qantas and 

Cathay have trained their flight 

attendants to use those 

defibrillators and they’ve already 
saved 80 people’s lives who had 
heart attacks on planes. 

They’re brilliant machines 
because they’re no-brainer easy to 

use. They give audio commands 

which walk the attendant through 

the process, step-by-step, in clear, 

audible English commands. 

The captain did the right things.  

The real problem was that first 

flight attendant who refused to 

supply oxygen. Why he refused, 

how long it took to get the purser, 

and was lack of oxygen the 

difference in keeping her alive or 

not we will never know because 

the medical examiner ruled she 

died of natural causes. 

 

Information gleaned from Peter 

Greenberg’s travel tips website.  
 

Writing this article would come 

under ‘Travel Writer course’. 
Finding out aspects of travel which 

people are interested in, and 

writing the facts in an interesting 

way.  

 

The website is: 

http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?pag

e=travel-writing 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=funny+edit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XnpKv8OIAUjXBM&tbnid=lSgPNIoV5Lv1sM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nathanmfarrugia.com/im-in-ur-writin-makin-it-moar-bettr/&ei=1rI3UZ7EEcuUkgXa_4CQDg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNGNlUS0tqfnt1nKmh9KPyARQ_-CxQ&ust=1362691123423485
http://throwgrammarfromthetrain.blogspot.co.nz/
http://throwgrammarfromthetrain.blogspot.co.nz/
http://www.quicksprout.com/
http://www.subversivecopyeditor.com/blog/
http://www.subversivecopyeditor.com/blog/
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=travel-writing
http://nzibs.co.nz/index.php?page=travel-writing
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 Work  

Defibrillators 
save lives. 
by Brian Morris. 
 

I saw a TV programme about a 

medical emergency where medics 

used a defibrillator to save a man’s 
life after he had a heart attack in a 

railway station. 

Hands up those NOT in danger of 

an unexpected heart attack. That’s 
right. We are ALL subject to this 

sudden life-threatening event. 

Oxygenated blood must circulate 

to your brain within THREE 

MINUTES of a heart stoppage 

otherwise you’ll die or become a 
brain-dead vegetable.  

Everyone should find out where 

the nearest defibrillator is to where 

they live, work, shop, play sport, 

catch the train etc.  

Here’s the website to begin your 
search. www.aedlocations.co.nz   

However, don’t rest yet. Just 
because you’ve found the map 
location of an Automated External 

Defibrillator, read the fine print: 

•Does not indicate an absolute 
right to use the AED  

•Does not indicate the AED is 
available for use 24/7  

•Does not indicate the AED is in 

full working order  

•Does not guarantee the map 
location is geographically correct. 

I checked the defibrillator site 

nearest to my home. It is 2km 

away. That’s reasonably good. But 
the location is locked between 5pm 

and 8am. Not so good. No one 

could run there and carry it back 

within three minutes. Bad.   

The map says we have 1000 

defibrillators throughout New 

Zealand.  

Auckland cardiologist Dr Harvey 

White says New Zealand should 

have 10,000 AEDs, not 1000. "We 

don't have them in police cars, 

which is extraordinary," he says.  

There are two units at Auckland 

Airport and two at Eden Park which 

are augmented by mobile St Johns 

units on match days. 

Busy Willis Street in Wellington 

has a defibrillator at the NZ Police 

Association, but it’s on the 11th 
floor!  

There is a free mobile phone app 

which will give you your nearest 

defibrillator location.  

Download it here: 

https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/a

ed-locations/id424094430  

Job Opportunities 

 

Legal Editor, LexisNexis, 
Wellington 
Edit manuscripts and monitor 

developments in the law.  
No closing date. 
 
Thoroughbred Racing 

Journalists, Thoroughbred 
Publications, Auckland 
Cover racing, breeding, 

industry and punting related 
copy. No closing date. 
 
Sub-editor / Proofreader, 

VIP Publications, Auckland 

Work across a range of marine 
publications. No closing date. 
 

Digital Writer, Trends 
Publishing, Auckland 
Write, review and edit content 

to ensure the voice is 
consistent and that proper 
grammar, spelling and 
structure is applied.  

No closing date. 
 
Copywriter, Ballantyne 

Taylor, Auckland 

Work on integrated brand, 
digital and social campaigns for 
some big names.  

No closing date. 
 
Portrait Photographer, 
Positive Negatives, 

Auckland 
Must have outstanding people 
skills and relate well to babies 

and children. Closes 31 March.  
 
Senior Advisor Strategic 
Communications, 

Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet, 
Wellington 

Take the lead on critical issues 
that matter to New Zealanders. 
Closes 12 March. 
 

Adviser – Ministerial 
Speeches and 
Correspondence, Ministry 
for Culture and Heritage, 

Wellington 
Are you an experienced writer 
with a genuine interest in NZ 

arts, history, heritage and 

media? Closes 11 March. 
 

http://www.aedlocations.co.nz/
https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/aed-locations/id424094430
https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/aed-locations/id424094430
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/legal-editor/in/wellington-wellington/24080001
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/thoroughbred-racing-journalists/in/auckland-auckland/24085962
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/thoroughbred-racing-journalists/in/auckland-auckland/24085962
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/sub-editor-proof-reader/in/auckland-manukau-east-auckland/24095674
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/digital-writer/in/auckland-auckland/24096935
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/copywriter/in/auckland-auckland-central/24072799
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/portrait-photographer/in/auckland-auckland/24096312
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-568031661.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-568031661.htm
https://jobs.govt.nz/jobtools/jncustomsearch.viewFullSingle?in_organid=16563&in_jnCounter=222416082&in_version=&in_jobDate=All&in_jobType=&in_skills=journalist&in_residency=&in_graphic=&in_param=&in_searchbox=YES&in_recruiter=&in_jobreference=&in_orderby=&in_sessionid=&in_navigation1=&in_summary=S
https://jobs.govt.nz/jobtools/jncustomsearch.viewFullSingle?in_organid=16563&in_jnCounter=222416082&in_version=&in_jobDate=All&in_jobType=&in_skills=journalist&in_residency=&in_graphic=&in_param=&in_searchbox=YES&in_recruiter=&in_jobreference=&in_orderby=&in_sessionid=&in_navigation1=&in_summary=S
https://jobs.govt.nz/jobtools/jncustomsearch.viewFullSingle?in_organid=16563&in_jnCounter=222416082&in_version=&in_jobDate=All&in_jobType=&in_skills=journalist&in_residency=&in_graphic=&in_param=&in_searchbox=YES&in_recruiter=&in_jobreference=&in_orderby=&in_sessionid=&in_navigation1=&in_summary=S


 

 

  

 

 
New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ◊ P O Box 51811 Auckland 2140 N.Z. 

P a g e  | 6                                                 Telephone: 0800 80 1994  ◊  www.nzibs.co.nz  ◊  Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz 

Clubs & Organisations 

 
 

  
 

 

The Poets Society 
Membership of the New Zealand 

Poetry Society entitles you to their 

bimonthly magazine and reduced 

fees in their annual competition. 

Several other benefits include a 

members-only website page. 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join 
 

 
 

New Zealand Freelance 

Writers’ Association 

Have you found their site yet?  

You can’t always find a writer’s 
group, so here’s another place you 
can go to connect with writers. 

http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/ 

 
 

Society of Authors 
The NZ Society of Authors works 

in the interests of authors in New 

Zealand. The Society (PEN NZ Inc) 

is guided by values of fairness, 

accountability and responsiveness.  

The mission of the Society is to 

support the interests of all writers 

in New Zealand, and the 

communities they serve. 

Join up here: 

http://www.authors.org.nz/ 
 

 
 

Romance Writers of NZ 

This non-profit organisation was 

founded in September 1990 by 

Jean Drew (NZIBS tutor) RWNZ 

has over 260 members (published 

and unpublished writers) from NZ, 

Aust, USA, UK and SA. 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/ 
 

What’s your 

Addiction? 

by Brian Morris. 
 

Don’t say you haven’t got one 
because we all have an addiction 
to something.  

Smokers, gamblers and alcohol 
drinkers are easy to spot because 
their weakness is in public view. 
They fess up readily.  

What about the secret addicts?  
Back in the days when I was a 

jogger, I came close to addiction. 

The daily endorphin fix kept me 
running on HIGH. It also kept me 
fit and trim. On balance, it did me 
good. Eventually I got over it. 

 

 
I’ve had periods when I drank a 

lot of coffee. Then tea. Eventually I 
got over that too. 

I know people who are addicted 

to praying. Skip a day and they 
suffer withdrawal pangs. 
Fortunately, it doesn’t seem to do 
them any harm. 

I used to be a news junkie. I 
needed to know what was 
happening in the world, 
everywhere, every hour. I 
eventually realised I couldn’t do a 
damned thing to influence world 
events, so now I let them get on 

with it. 
Q:  Could you go a day without 

using your mobile phone and 
without reading your txt 
messages?  

 

 
Ahaaa.  

So that’s your addiction. How 
much is it costing you each year?  

Wow! 
 

 
 

No English dictionary has been 

able to adequately explain the 

difference between the two words 

complete and finished.  

In a London linguistic competition, 

the final question was:  How do you 

explain the difference between 

COMPLETE and FINISHED in a way 

that is easy to understand when 

some people say there is no 

difference. 

Here is the winner’s answer: 

 When you marry the right woman, 

you are COMPLETE.    

 When you marry the wrong 

woman, you are FINISHED. 

 And when the right one catches 

you with the wrong one, you are 

COMPLETELY FINISHED! 

The silliest laws? 
 

 
It is illegal for a cab in the City 
of London to carry rabid dogs or 
corpses. 

It is illegal to die in the British 
Houses of Parliament. 
Under the U.K.’s Tax Avoidance 
Schemes Regulations 2006, it is 
illegal not to tell the taxman 
anything you don’t want him to 
know, though you don’t have to 
tell him anything you don’t mind 
him knowing. 
In Alabama, it is illegal for a 
driver to be blindfolded while 
driving a vehicle. 

Yeah, right! 
 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.nz/join
http://www.nzfreelancewriters.org.nz/
http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/
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Work 

 

  

How to make  
$2000 a week 
 

In America… 

A 40 year-old solo mother of 3 

teenagers earned over $100,000 

last year cleaning out other 

people’s garages for a flat fee of 
$20 per job.  

 

 

The special advantage is she gets 

to keep all the unwanted items 

which she then sells on the 

American equivalent of TradeMe. 

To get clients she runs classified 

ads in her local newspaper and on 

supermarket signboards thus:  
 

I’ll Clean Out Your Garage  
for $20 and I'll take away 
your castoffs.  

Call xxx-xxx-xxx.  
 

She explains the deal, "Remove 

anything you want to keep. I'll take 

everything else still in the garage." 

Her teenage children do the 

garage cleaning (under her 

supervision) on weekends.  

She takes away one trailer load of 

rubbish. The resellable items are 

stored safely in the back of her car. 
 

Her children keep the $20 

cleaning fee.  
 

This idea and nine other ideas in 

this vein would make a great 

ebook. 
 

   "How to Earn $1000  

     Next Weekend".  
 

Get started writing ebooks. Call 

Brian Morris for a chat.  
 

Did I hear you thinking "There 

wouldn't be a market for such a 

silly ebook". Then why does that 

title get millions of entries in 

Google? Test it yourself. Or start 

cleaning out garages. Either/Or.

 Online Openings  

for editors and proofreaders 
When searching online, search for 
variations of what you want, i.e: 
 

 Proofreading 
 Proof reading 

 Book editing  
 Editing 
 Manuscript correcting, etc 

Get creative. Here are some ideas: 
 

Craigslist.org 
Don’t forget this international 
billboard of opportunities.  All parts 

of the world. 
 

http://auckland.craigslist.org/ 
 

Online Writing Jobs.com 
http://www.online-writing-
jobs.com/jobs/freelance-
proofreading-jobs.php 
 

 

Virtual Vocations 
The whole spectrum of vocations are 
here – so use a targeted search to 
find your specialty. 

http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs 
 

 

iFreelance 
Advertise your services here: 

http://www.ifreelance.com/ 

 

Freelance Writing Gigs 
Online references, contract jobs 

and plenty of contacts. 
http://FreelanceWritingGigs.com 
 

Freelance Writing 
This site gives links to many sites 
with writing, proofreading and 

editing work: 
http://FreelanceWriting.com 
 

Elance.com 
https://www.elance.com/q/find-
work/online-work-overview/ 
 

Donanza.com 
Donanza does draw its job listings 
from other places, so you may see 
ads you’ve seen elsewhere.  
http://www.donanza.com/jobs/proofreading 
 

 
 

 

MEDIA caps for 

graduates of these 
NZIBS courses: 
 Journalist,  
 Sports Journalist 
 Photographer  

Travel Writer.  

If you’d like one, please send $10 
and a letter detailing your name, 
postal address and former student 
number. White.  

One size fits all.  

Job Opportunities 
 

Reporter, Junior,  
Hastings 
Hawkes Bay Today have an 
opportunity for an energetic 

reporter. A grad of our FLJ 
course would swim in to this. 
Lovely area. Part of APN, so 

career opportunitiess beckon.  
Send letter + CV to  
Deputy Editor Mark Story. 
mark.story@hbtoday.co.nz 

Closes 8 March. 
 
NBR Summaries Editor,  
Sentia Media, Wellington 

Create summaries of National 
Business Review press articles. 
No closing date. 
 

Photography Internship, 
Duo Photography, Auckland 
Work as an assistant alongside 

the pros. No closing date. 
 

Image Editor,  
More Images, Auckland 

Work on captions and headlines 
for celebrity images.  
No closing date. 
 

Marketing Writer, 
concentrate, Christchurch 
Seeking experienced writer to 
produce interesting and clearly 

written copy. Closes 9 March. 
 

Wine Specialist – Writer, 
Wine-searcher, Auckland 

The applicant will be a 
graduate, preferably with wine 
qualifications. No closing date. 
 

Editorial Production 
Coordinator,  
Drake, Auckland 
Edit manuscripts for Open 

Access peer-reviewed journals. 
No closing date. 
 

Copywriters, 3rdeye 
Recruitment, Auckland 
Junior to senior level roles with 
an advertising agency.  

No closing date. 
 
Writer, Wright 
Communications, Auckland 

Copywriting for a portfolio of 

clients.  
No closing date. 

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?q=money+nz&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4SKPT_enNZ435NZ435&biw=1125&bih=691&tbm=isch&tbnid=x4HzgDjHzODBJM:&imgrefurl=http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/war-veteran-90-loses-his-life-savings-5042377&docid=VWY6Q0O3pZWIBM&imgurl=http://images.tvnz.co.nz/tvnz_images/business_news/2012/03/nz_money_100s_50s_generic_n2.jpg&w=300&h=225&ei=JtM2UdC2DcSOkwXHrIGIBw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:19,s:0,i:136&iact=rc&dur=2370&page=2&tbnh=165&tbnw=240&start=13&ndsp=15&tx=113&ty=70
http://auckland.craigslist.org/
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.online-writing-jobs.com/jobs/freelance-proofreading-jobs.php
http://www.virtualvocations.com/jobs
http://www.ifreelance.com/
http://freelancewritinggigs.com/
http://freelancewriting.com/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/
https://www.elance.com/q/find-work/online-work-overview/
http://www.donanza.com/jobs/proofreading
mailto:mark.story@hbtoday.co.nz
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/data-entry/listing-566557988.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/other/listing-566948288.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/image-editing-keywording-and-media-distribution/in/auckland-auckland-central/24063490
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/marketing-writer/in/canterbury-canterbury/24032478
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/wine-specialist-writer/in/auckland-waitakere-west-auckland/24060865
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-565749469.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/other/listing-565749469.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/advertising/listing-561852713.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/talented-writer-wanted-now-part-time/in/auckland-auckland-central/23974313
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Clubs & Organisations   

 

Photography Clubs  
They are everywhere - nationwide.  

Photography clubs keep you up to 
date with events, seminars, 
competitions, and more.   
NZ Photographic Society details: 
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html 
 

 

Kiwi Write 4 Kids 

Kiwi Write4Kidz is an organisation 
for adults who like to write tales 
for children. If you want to learn 
more about technique, you can 
hear it direct from the mouths of 
the finest Kiwi children's authors.  

http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/ 
 

 
International 
Writers’ Workshop 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of each month, February to 
November inclusive, at the Lake 

House Arts Centre,Takapuna. 
http://www.iww.co.nz/ 
 

 

Hibiscus Coast Writers 
Members enjoy workshops and up 
to six competitions a year including 
poetry, short stories, drama and 
non-fiction, all judged externally.  

http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/ 
 

 
 

Franklin Writers  
This group meets at Franklin Arts 
and Cultural Centre, Pukekohe. 
Contact Judy / Barbara 09232 0132. 
 

 
 

 

 

NZIBS Students 

report their 

successes… 
 

 

Desiree Mannering 
 

“Five and a half years is a long 

time to expect a tutor to 

remember a random student, but I 

couldn't resist trying.” Says 
Desiree 

“David, (Desiree’s tutor), you 

were my Freelance Journalism 

tutor for the certificate I completed 

in September 2007 and I want to 

say ‘thank you’ and to let you 

know you're starting to get a 

return on all the time and effort 

you put into my education.”  
 

Desiree tells us she had a small 

piece of writing published in the 

July 2009 Reader's Digest, but 

then moved house and city and a 

started a very busy job. She wrote 

an article, though - about the 

newspaper seller in Wellington 

Subway and battled to sell it but 

eventually submitted it to a new 

magazine for Senior Citizens.  

It was accepted, and she ended 

up with six more articles in that 

issue and seven more lined up to 

write for the May issue. 
 

If you have a minute, here's the 

link to the e-zine: 

http://www.superpower-

emagazine.com/issue2/index.html  

 

The articles are on pages 4 

(editorial), 5, 12 (Respiratory 

Difficulties), 13, 14 (PSC), 18 and 

36 (Review). The ones on pages 

12, 14 and 36 are pretty routine, 

the ones on 4, 5 and 13 are 

Desiree’s favourites and 18 is 

somewhere in between. 
 

She has also written a little 

collection of stories called  

A Pocketful of People and is now 

figuring out how to get it 

published.  

 

WELL DONE DESIREE! 

Samantha  

Peckham-Togiatama: 
 

I began writing a novel based on 

family legends, and Fiji, in 2008.   

I lived in Kaitaia, Northland at 

the time, but now I live and teach 

in Auckland. 

I took that draft and was 

accepted into the Masters of 

Creative Writing programme at 

The University of Auckland in 

2012.    

I reworked it over four times, 

and learnt to slash and burn all the 

way.   

You can imagine how pleased I 

was when I received my results a 

week and a half ago that I was 

being awarded "First Class 

Honors".   
 

WELL DONE SAMANTHA! 

 

Joan, (Samantha’s tutor), I can 
always hold you up as the first 

flare that ignited this work, and 

wanted you to know that your 

work as a mentor is very 

important to newbies like me and 

I'm sure I am not the only one 

who appreciates your skill and 

encouragement. 
 

I’m going to seek further 
mentorship/reading and make 

queries this week and next with 

publishers.   
 

My supervisor in the MCW 

programme, Selina Marsh, 

convinces me that the novel tilts 

towards historiographic 

metafiction.   
 

I'm reading up on that too.  

Always something to learn huh?

http://www.funnysigns.net/if-your-life-stinks/
http://www.photography.org.nz/clubs_map.html
http://www.kiwiwrite4kidz.co.nz/
http://www.iww.co.nz/
http://hibiscuscoastwriters.weebly.com/
http://www.superpower-emagazine.com/issue2/index.html
http://www.superpower-emagazine.com/issue2/index.html
http://www.funnysigns.net/push-button-for-5-hours/
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 Work 

 

 

Peter Rankin: 
Several years ago I completed a 

Creative Writing course with the 

Institute and on completion I 

received a magnetic fridge sticker. 

It said: 'One day Peter will be a 

famous writer'. 

 

Well the first step has been 

completed and I have just had a 

book published, albeit through 

iUniverse Publishing in the USA. 

 

WELL DONE PETER! 

 

It's called "Stealing the Trees" 

It is a thriller with a touch of 

romance and is set in rural New 

Zealand.  

Stealing the Trees is available on 

the internet and through local 

bookshops and priced around 

NZ$33.00. 

 

 

Within hours of the news that 

Tesco’s ‘all beef hamburgers’ 
contained 30% horse meat, 

these quips hit the Internet: 

 

• “I’m so hungry, I could eat a 
horse...”  I guess Tesco must have 
listened. 

 

• Anyone want a burger from 
Tesco? Yay or neigh? 

 

• Not entirely sure how Tesco are 

going to get over this hurdle. 
 

• Waitress in Tesco asked if I 
wanted anything on my burger.  

So I had a £5 each way! 
 

• Had some burgers from Tesco 
for my tea last night...  I still have 

a bit between my teeth. 
 

• A woman has been taken into 

hospital after eating horse meat 

burgers from Tesco.  Her condition 

is said to be stable. 
 

• Tesco are now testing all their 
vegetarian burgers for traces of 

unicorn.   
 

• I’ve just checked the Tesco 
burgers in my freezer...AND 

THEY’RE OFF! 
 

• Tesco now forced to deny 

presence of zebra in burgers, as 

shoppers confuse bar codes for 

serving suggestions. 
 

• Said to the missus: these Tesco 
burgers have given me terrible 

trots. 

 

• To beef or not to beef.  That is 
equestrian. 

 

• A cow walks into a bar.  

Barman says, “Why the long face?”  
Cow says, “Illegal ingredients, 
coming over here stealing our 

jobs!” 
 

• I hear the smaller version of 
those Tesco burgers make great 

horse d’oeuvres. 
 

• These Tesco burger jokes are 
going on a bit.   

Talk about flogging a dead... 

agggghhh NO!  

Job Opportunities 
 

 

Regional Reporter, 
Dominion Post, Wellington 

Cover the Wairarapa region. 
Closes 11 March. 
 

Direct Communications 
Manager, Kiwibank, 
Wellington 
Manage and deliver direct 

marketing campaigns.  
No closing date. 
 

Online Content Editor, 
Registered Master Builders, 
Wellington 

Ensure site content is accurate, 

relevant and up to date.  
Closes 8 March. 
 
Medical Photographer, 

Auckland District Health 
Board 
Good technical knowledge of 

cameras and lighting are a 
must, as well as excellent 
photographic skills.  
Closes 11 March.  

 
Online Content Producer, 
Radio New Zealand, 

Wellington 
Transcribe, publish and edit 
text and audio content.  
Closes 11 March. 

 
Production Editor/Desktop 
Publishing Operator, Smart 
Media, Wellington 

Evaluate printed proofs, 
checking and correcting them 
for quality production.  

No closing date. 
 

Arts/New 
Media/Photography 

Technician, NorthTec, 
Whangarei 
Requires photographic skills to 

assist students up to degree 
level. Closes 15 March. 
 
Communications 

Coordinator, Alpha 
Recruitment, Auckland 
Publish intranet stories and 
assemble and distribute a 

weekly bulletin.  

No closing date. 

http://www.funnysigns.net/no-underwater-smoking/
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/journalism/listing-565337088.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-564240951.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/communications-pr/listing-564240951.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/online-content-editor-membership-support/in/wellington-wellington-central/24048904
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/medical-photographer-auckland-district-health-board/in/auckland-auckland-central/24070830
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/online-content-producer-radio-new-zealand-international/in/wellington-wellington-central/24051686
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/production-editor-desktop-publishing-operator/in/wellington-wellington/24052371
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/production-editor-desktop-publishing-operator/in/wellington-wellington/24052371
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/arts-new-media-photography-technician/in/northland-whangarei/24044157
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/arts-new-media-photography-technician/in/northland-whangarei/24044157
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/arts-new-media-photography-technician/in/northland-whangarei/24044157
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/communication-coordinator/in/auckland-auckland-central/24049825
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/communication-coordinator/in/auckland-auckland-central/24049825


 

   

 

 
New Zealand Institute of Business Studies ◊ P O Box 51811 Auckland 2140 N.Z. 

P a g e  | 10                                          Telephone: 0800 80 1994  ◊  www.nzibs.co.nz  ◊  Email: registrar@nzibs.co.nz 

What’s On Competitions 

 

 

The Fish  
Short Story Prize  
Stories on any theme written in 
English, maximum of 5,000 words. 
 

The 2012/13 competition will open 
soon. Details here: 

http://www.fishpublishing.com/wri
ting-contest-competition.php 
  

 
 

 
 
  Fiction Open. First place: $2,500 

and publication in Glimmer Train. 

Deadline: March 31.  

 

  Open to all writers. Any story 

that has not appeared, nor is 

scheduled to appear, in a print 

publication is welcome.  

  Winners and finalists will be 

announced in the June 1 bulletin, 

and contacted directly one week 

earlier.  

 

For inspiration: 

  What doesn't the character 

know? Often, the tension that 

drives a story comes from the fact 

that the character is being kept in 

the dark about something, or is 

perhaps in denial. That's a very 

powerful engine. 

 
 

Writer’s Relief 
30 day Know Thyself Challenge.  
Define who you are as a writer – 
and there’s a prize... but you have 
to enter to discover it. 

You do need a facebook account. 

http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Writing Awards 
 
New Zealand writers with a special 
interest in the mind, body, spirit 

genre are encouraged to enter 
their work into the 2013 Ashton 
Wylie Charitable Trust Literature 
Awards. 
 
The Awards recognise both 
budding and published writers by 

offering two of the largest prizes 
awarded for literature in New 
Zealand. 
 
The Ashton Wylie Charitable Trust, 
in association with The New 
Zealand Society of Authors (PEN 

NZ Inc.) (NZSA) will present two 
prizes of $10,000 each to the 
winning unpublished manuscript 
and published book authors.  
 
To be eligible for the awards, 

writers must be New Zealand 
citizens residing in the country. 
 
Unpublished manuscripts must be 
submitted by 31 March 2013, 
and be between 20,000 and 
100,000 words in length.  

 
Published books must be 
submitted by 31 May 2013, 
should be 48 pages or longer and 
must have been published 
between 1 April 2012 and 31 
March 2013. 

 
The Awards will be presented in a 
ceremony at the Ashton Wylie 
Charitable Trust’s own venue, 
Hopetoun Alpha in Auckland on 16 
August 2013. 

 
Submission forms and entry details 
are available from: 
www.authors.org.nz or The New 
Zealand Society of Authors: 
(PEN NZ Inc.) ph: 09 379 4801,  
e-mail: office@nzauthors.org.nz or 

post: PO Box 7701, Wellesley 
Street, Auckland 1141. 
 

 
 

Photo Competitions 

200 competitions are listed here: 

http://www.photographycompetitions.net 
 
Among them all, there will be at 
least ONE for you. Enter it. 

 
 
The 2013 Bristol Short Story 
Prize is now open.    
 

Stories can be entered online or by 
post.  
Closing date: midnight April 30. 
Please read the competition details 
before entering. 
http://www.bristolprize.co.uk/new
s/115-2013-bristol-short-story-

prize-launched.html 
 

 
 

NATIONAL  

SHORT STORY  

COMPETITION 2013 
 
Judge: Brigid Lowry  

1st Prize: $300 in bk vouchers; 
2nd: $60 ditto, 3rd: $40 ditto. 
 

All those short-listed will receive 

an assessment from the judge.  
 

Conditions of Entry: 

• Open to writers nationwide. 
• Entries will be restricted to first 
100 received. All others will be 
returned, along with fee.  
 

Entry fee of $20.00 guarantees 
written feedback, from an 
experienced writer, for each story.  
 
• Closing date is 30th April 2013. 

• Word limit of 1500; any topic.  
 

• Work must be original and 
previously unpublished fiction. •  
 

For details, please contact:  
Chrissie Ward                    

cj.ward@xtra.co.nz 
106a Nile Street, Nelson, 7010 
 

Entry forms are available from:  
bruceastridge@aol.com . 

http://www.fishpublishing.com/writing-contest-competition.php
http://www.fishpublishing.com/writing-contest-competition.php
http://mail.glimmertrainpress.com/sendstudionx/link.php?M=11619483&N=548&L=193&F=H
http://www.facebook.com/writersrelief
http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://www.photographycompetitions.net/
http://www.bristolprize.co.uk/news/115-2013-bristol-short-story-prize-launched.html
http://www.bristolprize.co.uk/news/115-2013-bristol-short-story-prize-launched.html
http://www.bristolprize.co.uk/news/115-2013-bristol-short-story-prize-launched.html
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Student & Graduate Discussion Board Work 

 Competitions 
Fairy Tales and Fables 

Judged by Amanda Edwards 
For MARCH:  

Rewrite the Crimson Candle … 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4659 

 

Your novel’s first 100 words  
Judged by Brenda Segedin 

For Feb/March: 

Mythical… for all you lovers of 
wolves, witches and wizards! 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show

thread.php?t=4553     

 
Chinese Whispers…HOT! 

a group effort – join in! 
For Feb/March: 

The coming of a great novel? 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4602 

 
What’s the Question? 

Judged by Brenda Segedin 
For Feb/March: 

The answer is It seemed like a 
good idea at the time… 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4584  

 
A legend in 50 words… 

Judged by Amanda Edwards 
For Feb: 

Rewrite a Maori legend… 

http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4598 

 
Simplify… 

Judged by Amanda Edwards 

For MARCH: 

Simplfy Don Qixote… 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4660 

 
Introduce yourself  

hosted by Brenda Segedin 
Tell us about yourself…AND WIN 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4480 
 

That’s Life… 
Judged by Amanda Edwards 

For MAR/APRIL: 

This is going great – join in!. 
Write an anecdote of life. Truth or 
fiction, or let us guess…  

http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4653  
 

Photography Challenge 
Judged by Robert van de Voort 

For Feb: 

"Light and Dark" is your topic. 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/sho

wthread.php?t=4593  

Welcome to… 
Those who have introduced 
themselves here: 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show
thread.php?t=4480  
 

Kelly Lewis, a Proofreading and 
Editing Student, a former dairy 
farmer  
 

Galen Mountfort, a Proofreading 
and Editing Student who likes 
movies  
 

Cindy Kingsbury, a Proofreading 
and Editing Student, who does a 
bit of everything  
 

Alwyn Paterson, a Proofreading 

and Editing Student who loves to 
travel – and doesn’t let much stop 
him  
 

Corrinne Hale, a Proofreading 
and Editing Student who is also a 
naturopath who has 
homeschooled, and describes 
herself as ‘always a student’  
 

Joanna Frew, a Proofreading and 
Editing Student, who’s also a High 
School English teacher. What a 
busy life  
 

You’ll all be getting a book from 
Principal Brian Morris’s library. 
Thank you for introducing 
yourselves.   
 

If you’ve yet to introduce yourself 
to your fellows on the forum, go  
here to do so: 
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/show

thread.php?t=4480  
 

 
 

The $100,000 loss was met by 
relative silence from councilors, 

who then went on to debate for 
half an hour whether an 
apostrophe should be used on a 
road sign.  

Greymouth Star 26/10/12 
 

 

Job Opportunities 
 

Junior Administrator, ABC 

Photosigns, Auckland 
Requires strong organisational 
and proofreading skills.  

No closing date. 
 

Ministerial Writer, Hudson, 
Wellington 

Respond to ministerial requests 
and ensure correspondence is 
of the highest quality.  
No closing date. 
 

Online Marketing 
Consultant, Doubledot 
Media, Christchurch 

Coordinate promotional and 
inbound marketing activities. 
No closing date. 
 

Marketing Writer, 
Concentrate, Christchurch 
Seeking experienced writer to 
produce quality content.  

Closes 9 March. 
 

Online Sports Editor, Yahoo! 
NZ, Auckland 

Deliver the latest sports news 
and results online.  

No closing date. 
 

Senior Designer, 
WildTomato, Nelson 
Design WildTomato and 

FishHead magazines each 
month. No closing date.  
 

 
 
 

Jobs printed here are taken from 

lists on our active and informative 

Student Discussion Forum 

NOTICE BOARD.  
Apply now. Jobs get filled. 

Check the SDB for new jobs.  

This selection of jobs was 

available when this newsletter was 

compiled and printed.  

Be proactive. Have your draft 

application and CV ready.  
 
 

 

 
 

Digital Content 
Administrator, Hays, 
Auckland 

Requires strong editorial skills 
and excellent spelling and 
grammar.  

No closing date. 
 

http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4659
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4659
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4553
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4553
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4602
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4602
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4584
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4584
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4598
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4598
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4660
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4660
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4653
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4653
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4593
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4593
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.nzibs.org/forums/showthread.php?t=4480
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/office-administration/administration/listing-563920396.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/government-council/other/listing-564664138.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-563266840.htm
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs/marketing-media-communications/marketing-assistants-coordinators/listing-563266840.htm
http://www.seek.co.nz/Job/marketing-writer/in/canterbury-canterbury/24032478
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Fiction to finish… 

So many 
questions 
 

By Sue Moorhouse 
A Short Story example for students  
 
 

The street was stifling hot and 

packed with people; the sight of our 

destination was a huge relief. 

I grab Maria’s hands and battle 

through a heavy glass door into the 

twinkling depths of a big store. It's no 

less crowded in here but at least it has 

the blissful advantage of air-

conditioning. 

Maria is my daughter. Pretty as a 

picture in her pink dress; she's bright 

and curious - my, is she curious! She’s 
a nonstop chatterbox who asks the 

world's least answerable questions. 

And, as far as she's concerned, her 

mum has the answer to them all.  

Christmas is weird this year and I 

can't concentrate on it. I'm stewing 

over the terrible argument I had with 

my husband Tom - when we both lost 

our tempers and probably our sense of 

proportion. 

I recall it well. 

Next thing I knew, he was leaving 

with his one suitcase, and it was 

becoming obvious he might not even 

be around for Christmas. 

Of course, there is the rest of the 

family, and Maria.  

I intend to make this a magical time 

for her with some exciting presents and 

many treats. Four-year-olds deserve 

magic. 

She breaks into my thoughts, "Why 

does everybody go shopping all at 

once?" 

I resist saying, "Just to aggravate 

me." But I offer a sensible explanation: 

"They're making sure they've got 

everything they need for Christmas." 

Inquiring eyes gaze up at me. "Is it 

Christmas today?" 

"No, but it's nearly Christmas." 

"Then today's not Christmas?" 

"Not quite." Then at top speed, 

determined to finish my secret 

shopping, I suggest, "Shall we have a 

cake?"           

Maria shelves her interrogation to 

join the crush in the coffee shop and 

settles down to a large iced doughnut, 

peeping at me through the hole in the 

centre. We sip our drinks while I 

wonder if Tom's OK.  

And as I think about him, she brings 

the subject up. "Did Dad have to go?" 

Tricky. How do you explain to a four-

year-old that grown-ups' options are 

not always clear-cut? Difficult choices 

must be made between love and doing 

the right thing. But believing in giving 

a fair answer when possible, I say, "He 

felt he had to." 

"He's gone away to do his job, hasn't 

he? Dad's got a very important job." 

"It's partly to do with his job, Maria, 

yes." 

Under the table, Maria swings her 

feet in her cute blue sneakers "Is Dad 

far away?" 

"Quite far" I croak. blinking back 

tears.  

"Is he lonely without us?" 

"Shouldn't think so. He's not alone." 

She licks doughnut sugar from the 

corners of her mouth. "Well, it's only 

nearly Christmas, so there's still time 

for him to come home." 

I've bought him a smoky blue shirt to 

match his eyes. In case. Oh, and 

cologne. And chocolate. Books by his 

favourite authors. A CD. I hope he 

comes.  

I’d only had the one call - at night so 

I had to get out of bed to answer- is 

like a stranger's. As if he was 

thousands of miles away on an out-

dated phone in an old hut. Chunks of 

his words disappeared into hiss before 

they reach me. 

"So I should ... mas Eve, but it's 

difficult to be sure of a time, so .. taxi 

... All right? ... Maria too? ..I love ..." 

I'm left holding a phone where a tone 

has replaced his voice, wondering 

about the end of his sentence. I love ... 

this time of year? Fries with tomato 

sauce? You? 

At least I got enough to know he'll be 

here for Christmas. Christmas Eve. And 

I haven't told Maria Tom will be home 

today because, "When, when, when?" 

would drive me totally demented. 

In the middle of an endless 

afternoon, Maria suddenly runs to see 

what's going on outside. And there's 

Tom, paying the cab driver, his 

suitcase between his feet. I feel a little 

dig of irritation that he looks so well 

when I've been so anxious. 

Maria catapults back from the 

window, "Dad's here for Christmas!" 

I grin through a glitter of thankful 

tears, "Isn't it lovely?" 

Maria races for the front door as it 

opens, ready for Tom to yank her into 

his arms. 

"Are you back for Christmas? Are you 

back forever? Have you been far 

away?" 

Tom laughs, shakily. "You haven't 

changed, Miss Question Mark!" And he 

swoops her up in the air and I watch 

love and joy dancing across their faces. 

"What did you tell her?" he asks. 

"Just that you'd gone away to work." 

"Is the job finished?" Maria asks. 

He drops a kiss on her head.  

"No, it's too big for that. It'll take a 

couple of years." 

My heart sinks to my boots. 

Then he explains it in terms Maria will 

understand. “You know I work for a big 

company?"  

Maria nods.  

"Well, they decided to build homes 

for people in another country. 

"I wasn't supposed to be involved. 

But the man who was organising water 

and drains got ill. If I hadn’t helped, 
things would have been delayed and 

those people still wouldn’t have homes. 
I remembered how outraged I'd been 

when he came home to pack. Worse, 

he couldn't assure me it was only 

temporary.  

Tom had lifted his eyes from his 

packing. "I feel I ought to do this." 

After the message he'd arrived 

safely, I'd heard no more. 

Tom's hand strokes Maria's cheek 

and I notice how rough and work-worn 

it is.  

"Couldn’t you phone?" 

Tom grins. "No, 'fraid not. And there 

wasn't even a way to send postcards. 

We were a long way from a town." 

"What progress did you make?" I 

hadn’t thought much about what he 

and his team were doing for the 

troubled people who had lost their 

homes in the turmoil of war. 

Tom leans back, tired. "Great 

progress." And he talks about the dust, 

the heat and the tearful cheers when a 

basic water supply was restored. 

Maria, of course, has a question. "Are 

you going back to build those homes?" 

Tom strokes her hair again. "No, the 

other man is going there in a couple of 

weeks. He hasn't got a wife and family 

to consider." His eyes meet mine. "I 

knew when I left that I'd never sign up 

for the two years. I wanted to help, but 

my family comes first." 

I swallow. "And we missed you." 

I'd been so afraid that he'd stay 

away, feeling so guilty for wanting to 

take him away from people who 

needed him! 

I join Tom and Maria on the sofa, 

crying, "I'm sorry. I had no right to be 

cross when you were doing something 

so worthwhile." 

Strong arms are around me and 

warm lips are kissing any further 

apologies from my lips. "I should never 

have considered doing any more than 

filling in." 

We surface as Maria asks, "Will Santa 

know to bring Dad his presents here?" 

I smother a smile at the thought of 

the crowded things at the bottom of 

the guest room wardrobe. 

"I think he'll be able to guess!”   


